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Understanding Chicago Citation Examples for Film

chicago citation examples for film are essential for any academic or professional work that references
movies, documentaries, or other cinematic productions. Proper citation not only gives credit to the creators
but also allows your readers to locate the exact source material you consulted, ensuring academic integrity
and clarity. This comprehensive guide will delve into the nuances of citing films using the Chicago Manual
of Style, covering various scenarios from feature films to streaming content. We will explore the core
components of a film citation, provide detailed examples for different media, and address common
challenges students and researchers encounter. Mastering these examples will equip you with the
confidence to accurately document your film research.
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Citing Feature Films in a Chicago Style Paper
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Handling Different Film Formats: DVDs, Blu-rays, and Downloads

Common Challenges and Solutions in Film Citation

Understanding the Core Components of Film Citations

When constructing a Chicago style citation for a film, several key pieces of information are crucial for
accurately identifying and locating the source. These components form the backbone of any reliable film
reference, ensuring clarity and verifiability for your audience. Understanding each element’s role is the
first step toward mastering film citation.



Essential Elements for Film Citations

The Chicago Manual of Style generally requires the following information for citing a film, though the
exact order and emphasis might vary slightly depending on the medium and specific edition of the manual
being followed.

Director(s): The primary creative force behind the film.

Title of Film: The full, original title of the movie.

Producer(s): The individual(s) or company responsible for financing and overseeing the production.

Country of Origin: Where the film was primarily produced.

Year of Release: The year the film was first released to the public.

Distributor: The company that released the film.

Format/Medium: For example, DVD, Blu-ray, streaming service, theatrical release.

Specific Scene or Timestamp (if applicable): Crucial for referencing a particular moment.

Platform or Service (for streaming): The name of the streaming service where the film was accessed.

URL or Access Information (for online films): The web address or other means of access.

Citing Feature Films in a Chicago Style Paper

Feature films are perhaps the most common type of cinematic work encountered in academic writing. The
Chicago style offers clear guidelines for citing these productions, whether they were viewed in a theater,
on a DVD, or through a streaming service. The goal is to provide enough detail for readers to identify the
specific film and its creators.

In-Text Citations for Feature Films

In-text citations in Chicago style typically follow a parenthetical format, mentioning the author (director in
this case) and the year of release, often with a page number or timestamp if referencing a specific part of



the work. For films, the director is usually the primary identifying figure.

For example, a parenthetical citation might look like this: (Coppola, 1972).

If you are referencing a specific scene or moment, you would include the timestamp:

(Coppola, 1972, 01:15:30).

Footnotes and Endnotes for Feature Films

The Chicago Manual of Style prefers notes (footnotes or endnotes) over parenthetical citations in the main
text, especially in humanities disciplines. These notes provide more detailed information and are numbered
sequentially in the text.

A typical footnote or endnote for a feature film viewed in theaters would include the director's name, the
film's title (italicized), the production company, country, and year of release.

Example:

1. Directed by Francis Ford Coppola, The Godfather, Paramount Pictures, 1972.

If you are referencing a specific scene or moment, you would include the timestamp within the note.

Example:

2. Directed by Francis Ford Coppola, The Godfather, Paramount Pictures, 1972, 01:15:30.

Bibliography Entries for Feature Films

The bibliography entry in Chicago style provides a full bibliographic record of the source. For a feature
film, this entry appears at the end of your paper in alphabetical order by the director's last name (or title if
no director is easily identifiable, though this is rare for feature films).

The format is generally:

Director's Last Name, First Name, director. Film Title. Produced by Producer's Name. Country of Origin:
Distributor, Year of Release. Medium.

Example:

Coppola, Francis Ford, director. The Godfather. Produced by Albert S. Ruddy. United States: Paramount
Pictures, 1972. Feature Film.



Referencing Documentaries and Short Films

Documentaries and short films, while sharing many citation principles with feature films, can sometimes
present unique attribution challenges. Understanding how to cite these specific formats ensures accuracy
and completeness.

Citing Documentaries

Documentaries are cited similarly to feature films, with a strong emphasis on the director and the subject
matter. The core elements remain the same, but the context of the film being a documentary often
influences how it's discussed in the text.

Footnote/Endnote Example:

1. Directed by Robert Flaherty, Nanook of the North, Pathé, 1922.

Bibliography Example:

Flaherty, Robert, director. Nanook of the North. Pathé, 1922. Documentary Film.

Citing Short Films

Short films, whether screened in theaters as part of a program, in festivals, or online, require precise
identification. The director and the specific context of their exhibition are key.

Footnote/Endnote Example (for a short film screened in a festival):

1. Directed by Wes Anderson, Cast Away on the Moon, Searchlight Pictures, 2014, screened at the New
York Film Festival.

Bibliography Example (for a short film published online):

Anderson, Wes, director. Cast Away on the Moon. Searchlight Pictures, 2014. Online Video.
https://www.example.com/castawayonthemoon.

Chicago Citation for Streaming and Online Films

The proliferation of streaming services has made citing films accessed online a frequent necessity. Chicago
style provides specific guidance to accommodate this digital medium, ensuring that the source is as



identifiable as a physical copy.

Key Information for Online Film Citations

When citing a film from a streaming platform or a website, additional details are crucial. These include the
name of the streaming service and, whenever possible, a stable URL.

Footnotes and Endnotes for Streaming Films

The footnote or endnote for a streaming film should include the director, title, producer, country, year of
release, the streaming service, and a URL if available and stable. If a specific timestamp is relevant, it
should be included.

Example:

1. Directed by Bong Joon-ho, Parasite, CJ Entertainment, 2019, streamed on Hulu,
https://www.hulu.com/watch/long-id-code.

If referencing a specific scene:

2. Directed by Bong Joon-ho, Parasite, CJ Entertainment, 2019, streamed on Hulu, 00:35:12,
https://www.hulu.com/watch/long-id-code.

Bibliography Entries for Streaming Films

The bibliography entry for a streaming film mirrors the footnote/endnote but follows the standard
bibliography format, typically beginning with the director's last name.

Example:

Bong Joon-ho, director. Parasite. CJ Entertainment, 2019. Streamed on Hulu.
https://www.hulu.com/watch/long-id-code.

If the film is available on multiple platforms, cite the one you used. If the URL is not stable or the film is
likely to be removed, you might omit it or note its volatility.



Handling Different Film Formats: DVDs, Blu-rays, and
Downloads

While digital access is increasingly prevalent, physical media like DVDs and Blu-rays, as well as
downloaded digital files, remain common ways to view films. Chicago style accounts for these variations in
its citation requirements.

Citing Films on DVD or Blu-ray

When citing a film from a DVD or Blu-ray, you need to specify the format and, if relevant, the edition or
region. The distributor and year of release for the disc are also important.

Footnote/Endnote Example:

1. Directed by Alfred Hitchcock, Psycho, Paramount Pictures, 1960, Blu-ray disc, Universal Pictures, 2013.

Bibliography Example:

Hitchcock, Alfred, director. Psycho. Paramount Pictures, 1960. Blu-ray disc. Universal Pictures, 2013.

Citing Downloaded Digital Films

Downloaded films are treated similarly to online films, but the emphasis is on the source of the download
and the file type if it’s particularly relevant. If the download is from a commercial service, that service
should be noted.

Footnote/Endnote Example:

1. Directed by Denis Villeneuve, Arrival, Paramount Pictures, 2016, Digital Download, purchased from
Amazon Prime Video.

Bibliography Example:

Villeneuve, Denis, director. Arrival. Paramount Pictures, 2016. Digital Download. Purchased from Amazon
Prime Video.

Common Challenges and Solutions in Film Citation

Citing films can sometimes present unique challenges due to the collaborative nature of filmmaking,



varying production details, and the evolving landscape of media distribution. Understanding these common
issues can help you navigate them with confidence.

Attributing Authorship: Director vs. Producer vs. Screenwriter

Chicago style generally privileges the director as the primary author of a film, especially in humanities
contexts. However, in some disciplines, the screenwriter or even producer might be more relevant to the
argument. Be consistent in your approach and consider your field's norms.

Solution: Always aim to identify the director first. If another role is more pertinent to your analysis, you
can mention it in your text and ensure the director is still listed in the bibliographic entry, or adjust your
footnote/endnote to reflect the primary contributor you are focusing on, while still including other key
individuals.

Inconsistent Release Dates and Titles

Films may have different release dates in different countries, or original titles might differ from widely
known translated titles. Similarly, distributors and production companies can be numerous.

Solution: Use the original title and the primary release date and distributor relevant to your source. If you
are discussing a film by its translated title, clarify this in your text. For international releases, specify the
country of origin in your citation. When in doubt, consult multiple reputable sources (like IMDb,
Wikipedia's film pages with citations, or academic databases) to verify details.

Obscure or Nontheatrical Films

Citing experimental films, student films, or archival footage can be difficult if standard publication
information is not readily available.

Solution: Prioritize any identifying information you can find: the filmmaker’s name, the title, the year of
creation or exhibition, and the institution or archive where it is housed. If the film is online, provide the
URL and access date. For archival material, include the archive’s name and accession information.

Multiple Directors or Collaborative Works

Some films are directed by teams or are highly collaborative projects where attribution is complex.

Solution: List all directors in the order they appear in credits, or follow the specific guidance of the Chicago



Manual of Style for collaborative works. If a film is a collective production without a clear primary director,
you might begin the citation with the title or a key producer.

The Evolving Nature of Online Content

Streaming links can change, and content can be removed or altered online. This presents a challenge for the
long-term stability of citations.

Solution: Use stable URLs whenever possible. If a URL is not stable or the content is likely ephemeral,
consider adding a note about the platform and date of access. The goal is to provide the most reliable path to
the source for your reader at the time of your writing.

FAQ

Q: What is the most important element when citing a film in Chicago
style?
A: The most important element is usually the director's name, as films are often attributed to their director
in a similar way to how books are attributed to their authors. This helps readers identify the specific work
and its creator.

Q: Do I need to include the producer's name in a Chicago film citation?
A: Including the producer's name is often recommended by the Chicago Manual of Style, especially in the
bibliography entry. It provides additional attribution and context for the film's production.

Q: How do I cite a specific scene from a film using Chicago style?
A: To cite a specific scene, you would include the director, title, production details, and then the timestamp
of the scene within the note or parenthetical citation. For example, (Kubrick, 1968, 00:45:10).

Q: Is there a difference in how I cite a documentary versus a feature film
in Chicago style?
A: The core components are similar, but the emphasis might shift slightly. For documentaries, clearly
stating it is a documentary and potentially including the subject matter in your description can be helpful.
The general format remains consistent.



Q: What if I watched a film on a streaming service like Netflix or
Amazon Prime Video? How do I cite that?
A: For streaming films, you need to include the director, title, production details, the name of the
streaming service, and a URL if available and stable. For example: Director's Last Name, First Name,
director. Film Title. Produced by Producer's Name. Country of Origin: Distributor, Year of Release.
Streamed on Streaming Service Name. URL.

Q: Do I need to italicize the film title in Chicago citations?
A: Yes, the film title should always be italicized in Chicago style citations, both in footnotes/endnotes and in
the bibliography.

Q: What should I do if I can't find the director's name for a film?
A: If a director is not readily apparent or the work is primarily attributed to another role (like an animator
for an animated short), you can begin the citation with the title of the film. However, for most feature
films, a director is typically identifiable.

Q: When citing a film on DVD, what information is necessary?
A: For a DVD, include the director, title, production company, year of original release, and then specify
"DVD" as the format, followed by the distributor and year of the DVD release. Example: Director's Last
Name, First Name, director. Film Title. Production Company, Year. DVD. Distributor, Year.
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