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Citing Facebook Posts with Chicago Style: A Comprehensive Guide

chicago citation examples for facebook posts are an essential skill for students, researchers, and anyone
needing to accurately document information found on social media platforms. With the increasing
prevalence of online content, understanding how to properly cite a Facebook post using Chicago style
ensures academic integrity and allows readers to locate your sources. This guide provides detailed
instructions and clear examples for citing various types of Facebook content, from simple status updates to
shared articles and videos, adhering strictly to Chicago Manual of Style guidelines. We will cover the
fundamental components of a Chicago citation for Facebook posts, explore variations for different scenarios,
and offer practical tips for ensuring accuracy and completeness in your bibliographies and footnotes.

Understanding Chicago Style for Social Media

The Chicago Manual of Style, a widely respected authority on writing and citation, offers guidance on
citing digital and electronic sources, which includes social media. While direct rules for every social media
platform might not be explicitly detailed, the underlying principles for citing online content apply. The
core idea is to provide enough information for a reader to identify and access the original source, even if it's
a dynamic and potentially ephemeral piece of content like a Facebook post. This involves identifying the
author, the content itself, the platform, and the date it was published.

Key Elements of a Chicago Citation for Facebook

Regardless of the specific type of Facebook content, certain core elements are consistently required for a
Chicago-style citation. These elements help readers locate the original post and understand its context.
Properly identifying each component is the first step to accurate citation.

Author's full name (as it appears on the profile)

The content of the post (or a description if it's not text-based)

The platform name (Facebook)

The date the post was published

The URL of the specific post



Author Identification in Facebook Citations

Identifying the correct author is paramount. On Facebook, this typically refers to the individual or
organization whose profile the post originated from. It's important to use the name exactly as it appears on
the profile. For organizational pages, use the official name of the organization. If a personal profile uses a
pseudonym or a stage name, that should be used for the citation.

Personal Profiles vs. Pages

The distinction between personal profiles and official pages on Facebook influences how the author is
presented. Personal profiles are cited using the individual's name, while organizational pages are cited
using the page's name. This ensures clarity about the source of the information, differentiating between
personal opinion and official statements.

Describing the Facebook Post Content

When the content of the Facebook post is text-based, you will typically quote the first few words or
phrases to give the reader an immediate sense of its subject matter. For non-textual content, such as images,
videos, or shared links, a brief description is necessary. The goal is to be concise yet informative.

Quoting Text Posts

For status updates or comments that are primarily text, quoting directly from the post is standard practice.
If the post is very long, you can use the first few words followed by an ellipsis (...) to indicate that more
content exists. This provides a snapshot of the post's essence without overwhelming the citation.

Describing Visuals and Shared Content

When a Facebook post includes a photograph, video, or a shared link to an external article or website, the
citation should describe this content. For example, you might note "Photograph of a protest rally" or "Shared
article from The New York Times." This helps the reader understand the nature of the content being
referenced.



Chicago Citation Examples for Different Facebook Post Types

Chicago style offers specific formats for citing various types of social media content. Adapting these general
principles to the nuances of Facebook posts ensures accuracy. The following examples illustrate common
scenarios encountered when citing Facebook.

Citing a Standard Facebook Post (Text-Based)

A typical Facebook post often involves a status update or comment. The citation should clearly identify the
author, the content, the platform, and the date. The URL is crucial for accessing the post.

Footnote/Endnote Citation Format

For a footnote or endnote, the format generally looks like this:

Author's First Name Last Name, "First few words of post..." or Description of Post, Facebook, Month Day,
Year, URL.

For example:

Jane Doe, "Excited to announce the launch of our new product line..." or Photograph of the Golden Gate
Bridge, Facebook, October 26, 2023, https://www.facebook.com/janedoe/posts/1234567890.

Bibliography Citation Format

The bibliography entry often rearranges elements slightly for alphabetical order and clarity.

Author's Last Name, First Name. "First few words of post..." or Description of Post. Facebook, Month Day,
Year. https://www.facebook.com/janedoe/posts/1234567890.

For example:

Doe, Jane. "Excited to announce the launch of our new product line..." or Photograph of the Golden Gate
Bridge. Facebook, October 26, 2023. https://www.facebook.com/janedoe/posts/1234567890.

Citing a Facebook Post with a Shared Link

When a user shares a link to an external article, website, or news story, the citation should reflect this. The



description should indicate that a link was shared and, if possible, briefly describe the content of the linked
material.

Footnote/Endnote Citation Example

In a footnote or endnote, you would specify that a link was shared.

Author's First Name Last Name, "Shared link to [brief description of linked content]," Facebook, Month
Day, Year, URL.

For example:

John Smith, "Shared link to article on renewable energy policy," Facebook, November 15, 2023,
https://www.facebook.com/johnsmith/posts/0987654321.

Bibliography Citation Example

The bibliography entry for a shared link follows a similar pattern, emphasizing the shared nature of the
content.

Author's Last Name, First Name. "Shared link to [brief description of linked content]." Facebook, Month
Day, Year. https://www.facebook.com/johnsmith/posts/0987654321.

For example:

Smith, John. "Shared link to article on renewable energy policy." Facebook, November 15, 2023.
https://www.facebook.com/johnsmith/posts/0987654321.

Citing a Facebook Comment

Comments on Facebook can also be significant sources. When citing a comment, it's important to specify
that it is a comment and to whom it was directed or on which post it appeared. This adds crucial context for
the reader.

Footnote/Endnote Citation Example

If citing a comment, you would indicate the original post it was made on.

Author's First Name Last Name, comment on "Original post text or description," Facebook, Month Day,
Year, URL.



For example:

Emily Davis, comment on "Important announcement regarding upcoming event," Facebook, December 1,
2023, https://www.facebook.com/eventpage/posts/abcdef12345.

Bibliography Citation Example

The bibliography entry should also clearly identify the comment's origin.

Author's Last Name, First Name. Comment on "Original post text or description." Facebook, Month Day,
Year. https://www.facebook.com/eventpage/posts/abcdef12345.

For example:

Davis, Emily. Comment on "Important announcement regarding upcoming event." Facebook, December 1,
2023. https://www.facebook.com/eventpage/posts/abcdef12345.

Citing a Facebook Live Video or Recorded Video

Videos posted on Facebook, whether live or pre-recorded, require a descriptive citation. The format is
similar to other posts, but the description should clearly indicate that it is a video.

Footnote/Endnote Citation Example

For a video, you would describe the content and note that it is a video.

Author's First Name Last Name, "[Description of video content] video," Facebook, Month Day, Year, URL.

For example:

Michael Chen, "Interview with local artist about their new exhibition video," Facebook, November 10,
2023, https://www.facebook.com/michaelchen/videos/xyz7890.

Bibliography Citation Example

The bibliography entry for a video also highlights its video format.

Author's Last Name, First Name. "[Description of video content] video." Facebook, Month Day, Year.
https://www.facebook.com/michaelchen/videos/xyz7890.



For example:

Chen, Michael. "Interview with local artist about their new exhibition video." Facebook, November 10,
2023. https://www.facebook.com/michaelchen/videos/xyz7890.

Best Practices for Citing Facebook Posts in Chicago Style

Beyond understanding the specific formats, adhering to certain best practices ensures your Chicago citations
for Facebook posts are both accurate and effective. These practices focus on clarity, accessibility, and ethical
sourcing.

Ensuring Post Availability and Permanence

One of the challenges with social media is its ephemeral nature. Posts can be deleted, profiles can be made
private, or URLs can change. It is crucial to ensure that the post you are citing is still accessible and likely
to remain so.

Verify that the post is publicly viewable.

Check that the URL is correct and leads directly to the post.

If a post is particularly important and might be removed, consider saving a copy or taking
screenshots, though direct citation of the URL is preferred if available.

Accuracy in Dates and URLs

Precision in dates and URLs is non-negotiable. The date should reflect the original publication date of the
post, not when you accessed it. The URL must be exact. A faulty URL renders the citation useless.

Importance of the Publication Date

The publication date provides essential chronological context for the information presented in the post. It
helps readers understand the timeliness of the information and its relevance to your research. Always
double-check the date displayed on the Facebook post.



Verifying the URL

Always click on the URL to ensure it directs you precisely to the cited Facebook post. Typos or outdated
links are common pitfalls. If the post has been moved or deleted, you may need to find an alternative
source or acknowledge the inability to locate it.

Handling Privacy Settings

Chicago style, like most citation styles, emphasizes making sources accessible to the reader. If a Facebook
post is set to private, you generally cannot cite it unless your audience has direct access to that private
account. If it's a private post you are referencing in a personal communication, you might describe it as
such.

Public vs. Private Posts

Citations are typically reserved for publicly accessible content. If you are referencing a post that requires a
login or is only visible to friends, it is usually not appropriate for formal academic citation. In such cases, you
might need to find publicly available information on the same topic or attribute the information as personal
communication.

When to Cite Facebook Posts

The decision to cite a Facebook post should be based on the significance and originality of the information it
conveys. Not every Facebook interaction warrants a formal citation. Consider citing when the post contains:

Original research or data shared by an individual or organization.

A unique opinion or commentary on a current event that is influential.

An official announcement or statement from a reputable source.

Evidence supporting an argument or claim you are making.

Primary source material for historical or social research.



Avoiding Over-Citing Trivial Content

While social media is a rich source of information, it's important to maintain academic rigor. Avoid citing
posts that are purely personal or conversational and do not contribute significant factual or analytical value
to your work. Focus on sources that are credible and relevant to your research question.

Citing User-Generated Content Responsibly

User-generated content on platforms like Facebook can be valuable but requires careful evaluation of its
credibility. Always consider the source: Is it a reputable individual, organization, or a known
misinformation source? Apply critical thinking to determine the reliability of the information before
including it in your work.

The Evolving Nature of Social Media Citation

As social media platforms evolve, so too do the best practices for citing them. Staying updated with the
latest editions of style guides like the Chicago Manual of Style is crucial. While the core principles remain,
specific platform features or changes in online content delivery may necessitate slight adjustments to
citation formats over time.

FAQ

Q: What is the most important element when citing a Facebook post in
Chicago style?
A: The most important element when citing a Facebook post in Chicago style is providing a direct and
stable URL that allows your reader to access the exact post you are referencing. This ensures verifiability
and allows readers to consult the original source.

Q: Do I need to include the time the Facebook post was published?
A: Typically, Chicago style requires the date of publication for Facebook posts, but not the specific time.
However, if the time is crucial for your argument or context (e.g., for a live event timeline), you may
include it. Always consult your specific style guide or instructor's requirements.



Q: How do I cite a Facebook post that has been deleted or made private?
A: If a Facebook post has been deleted or made private and is therefore inaccessible to your reader, you
generally cannot cite it. If you must reference the information, you should note that the source is no longer
available or was only accessible to you privately.

Q: Should I include the number of likes or shares for a Facebook post in
my citation?
A: No, Chicago style does not require the inclusion of engagement metrics like likes or shares in citations
for Facebook posts. The focus is on identifying and locating the content itself, not its popularity or reach.

Q: How do I cite a Facebook post from an official organization or business
page?
A: When citing a Facebook post from an official organization or business page, use the full name of the
organization as the author. The rest of the citation follows the standard format, including a description of the
post, the platform (Facebook), the date, and the URL.

Q: Is there a difference in citing a post on a personal profile versus a
Facebook Group?
A: When citing a post within a Facebook Group, you would typically identify the author of the post,
followed by the description, "Facebook Group," the group name (if known and relevant), the date, and the
URL. The principle remains to identify the author and the specific location of the content.

Q: What if the author's full name is not readily apparent on their
Facebook profile?
A: If the author's full name is not clearly displayed on their Facebook profile, use the name or handle that is
most prominent and consistently used. If only a username is available, use that. The goal is to be as specific
as possible in identifying the creator of the post.
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