chicago citation examples for et al

chicago citation examples for et al is a crucial element for academic writers navigating
the complexities of scholarly referencing, particularly within the Chicago Manual of Style.
This article provides a comprehensive guide to understanding and applying the "et al."
abbreviation correctly in both footnotes/endnotes and the bibliography. We will delve into
the specific scenarios where its use is mandated, explore variations based on the number of
authors, and demonstrate how to implement it effectively for various source types.
Mastering the proper use of "et al." ensures clarity, conciseness, and adherence to
academic integrity standards.

Table of Contents

Understanding "et al." in Chicago Style

"et al." in Footnotes and Endnotes

"et al." in the Bibliography

Specific Chicago Citation Examples for "et al."
Common Pitfalls and Best Practices

Understanding "et al." in Chicago Style

The Latin phrase "et al." translates to "and others," serving as a standard abbreviation in
academic writing to avoid unnecessarily listing multiple authors. In the context of the
Chicago Manual of Style, its application is governed by specific rules designed to maintain
consistency and readability in scholarly works. The primary goal of using "et al." is to
streamline citations when a work has a significant number of contributors, preventing
lengthy and potentially distracting author lists in both in-text citations and bibliographic
entries. This abbreviation is not merely a stylistic choice; it's a rule that, when followed
correctly, enhances the clarity of your research and respects the conventions of academic
discourse.

Chicago style, often used in the humanities and social sciences, distinguishes between its
Notes-Bibliography system and its Author-Date system. While the general principle of using
"et al." remains, its precise implementation can vary slightly between these two systems,
particularly in how it appears in parenthetical citations versus full notes. Understanding
these nuances is key to producing accurate and compliant Chicago style citations. The
decision to use "et al." is typically triggered by the number of authors, with specific
thresholds dictating its necessity.

"et al." in Footnotes and Endnotes

In the Notes-Bibliography system of the Chicago Manual of Style, "et al." plays a vital role in
footnotes and endnotes. When a source has three or more authors, the first note for that
source should list all authors. However, subsequent notes for the same source can
abbreviate the author list using "et al." This practice is intended to reduce redundancy and
improve the conciseness of your notes, making them easier to read and navigate,



especially when referencing the same work multiple times. The initial full listing ensures
that readers can identify all contributors when they first encounter the source.

First Reference in Notes

For the very first mention of a source with multiple authors in a footnote or endnote,
Chicago style generally requires listing all author names. This provides complete attribution
and allows readers to identify the full authorship of the work. For example, if a book has
four authors, the initial note would appear as: "1. John Smith, Jane Doe, Robert Johnson, and
Emily Davis, The History of Academia (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020), 45."
This full listing is crucial for proper academic citation and avoids any ambiguity regarding
authorship at the outset.

Subsequent References in Notes

Once a source has been fully cited in a previous note, subsequent references can be
shortened using "et al." This applies when the source has three or more authors. The
abbreviated note typically includes the first author's last name followed by "et al.," the
shortened title of the work (if necessary to distinguish it from other works by the same
author or authors), and the page number. For instance, a subsequent note for the same
book might look like: "2. Smith et al., History of Academia, 78." This demonstrates the
efficiency gained by using "et al." in recurring citations.

Exceptions to "et al." in Notes

There are specific instances where "et al." is not used in footnotes or endnotes, even with
multiple authors. If a work has only two authors, both names should always be listed in all
notes. The abbreviation is reserved for situations involving three or more authors.
Additionally, if an editor or translator is listed as the primary "author" of a compilation or
translation, the rules for "et al." may be applied based on the number of editors or
translators, rather than the authors of individual chapters or works within the compilation.
Always consult the specific edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for precise guidance on
these edge cases.

"et al." in the Bibliography

The bibliography, also known as the reference list, presents a complete and alphabetized
list of all sources cited in your work. In Chicago style's Notes-Bibliography system, the
application of "et al." in the bibliography also depends on the number of authors. This
ensures a consistent approach across both notes and the final reference list, contributing to
the overall coherence of your citation practices. The bibliography entry serves as a key
resource for readers who wish to locate the sources you consulted.



Bibliography for Works with Three or More Authors

When a source has three or more authors, the Chicago Manual of Style mandates the use of
"et al." in the bibliography. This rule applies regardless of how many authors are involved,
as long as the number meets or exceeds the threshold (typically three). The format
typically involves listing the first author's last name followed by their first name, then "et
al.," and finally the title and publication details. For example: "Smith, John, Jane Doe, Robert
Johnson, and Emily Davis. The History of Academia. Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
2020." would be cited as "Smith, John, et al. The History of Academia. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2020." This maintains a concise and standardized format.

Bibliography for Works with Two Authors

For works authored by two individuals, the Chicago Manual of Style requires both authors'
names to be listed in the bibliography. The "et al." abbreviation is strictly for three or more
authors. Therefore, a bibliographic entry for a book with two authors would list both names
in full, with the first author's name inverted (last name, first name) and the second author's
name presented in normal order (first name, last name). For instance: "Doe, Jane, and John
Smith. Exploring New Frontiers. New York: Academic Publishing, 2019." This ensures
complete attribution for every author involved when there are only two.

Bibliography for Works with Editors (When "et al." is
Appropriate)

In edited volumes or anthologies, the primary contributors are often the editors. If an edited
work has three or more editors, Chicago style dictates the use of "et al." in the
bibliography, similar to works with multiple authors. The entry would begin with the last
name and first name of the first editor, followed by "et al.," and then the title of the work,
followed by "edited by" and the names of the other editors (or simply "et al." if there are
many). For example: "Johnson, Robert, et al., editors. Readings in Sociolinguistics. Austin:
University of Texas Press, 2018." It's important to distinguish between authors and editors
in your citation strategy.

Specific Chicago Citation Examples for "et al."

Book with Three or More Authors

When citing a book that has been written by three or more individuals, the application of
"et al." is straightforward. In footnotes or endnotes, the first citation will list all authors.
Subsequent citations will use "et al." In the bibliography, the entry will also use "et al." after
the first author's name. Let's consider a hypothetical book with authors named Sarah Chen,
David Lee, Maria Garcia, and Ben Carter.

« Footnote/Endnote (First Reference): 3. Sarah Chen, David Lee, Maria Garcia, and



Ben Carter, The Digital Revolution (New York: Tech Press, 2021), 112.

e Footnote/Endnote (Subsequent Reference): 4. Chen et al., Digital Revolution,
155.

e Bibliography: Chen, Sarah, et al. The Digital Revolution. New York: Tech Press, 2021.

Journal Article with Four Authors

Journal articles often have multiple authors, and the "et al." rule applies consistently. If a
journal article lists four authors—e.g., Emily Rodriguez, Michael Brown, Aisha Khan, and
Liam O'Connell—the citation format will follow the same pattern as books with multiple
authors. The key is to remember that the "et al." abbreviation is employed when the author
count reaches three or more.

* Footnote/Endnote (First Reference): 5. Emily Rodriguez, Michael Brown, Aisha
Khan, and Liam O'Connell, "The Impact of Climate Change on Urban Ecosystems,"
Journal of Environmental Science 35, no. 2 (2022): 210.

e Footnote/Endnote (Subsequent Reference): 6. Rodriguez et al., "Climate
Change," 225.

e Bibliography: Rodriguez, Emily, et al. "The Impact of Climate Change on Urban
Ecosystems." Journal of Environmental Science 35, no. 2 (2022): 205-230.

Edited Volume with Three or More Editors

For edited collections or volumes, the citation rules for "et al." apply to the editors if there
are three or more of them. If a book is edited by five individuals, such as John Adams,
Susan Bell, Charles Davis, Maria Evans, and Peter Ford, the citation will reflect this. The
focus shifts to the editors as the primary "authors" of the collection.

* Footnote/Endnote (First Reference): 7. John Adams, Susan Bell, Charles Davis,
Maria Evans, and Peter Ford, eds., Contemporary Literary Theory (London: Global
Publishers, 2019), 55.

e Footnote/Endnote (Subsequent Reference): 8. Adams et al., Contemporary
Literary Theory, 89.

e Bibliography: Adams, John, et al., eds. Contemporary Literary Theory. London:
Global Publishers, 2019.



Chapter in an Edited Volume with Multiple Authors and
Editors

Citing a specific chapter within an edited volume where both the chapter has multiple
authors and the volume has multiple editors requires careful attention. However, the "et
al." rule primarily applies to the primary contributors of the work being cited. If you are
citing the chapter itself, and it has multiple authors, you will follow the "et al." rule for those
authors. If you are citing the entire volume and it has multiple editors, you will follow the
"et al." rule for the editors.

* Footnote/Endnote (Citing a Chapter with 3+ Authors): 9. David Green, Maria
Sanchez, and Tom Williams, "Postmodern Narratives," in Literary Theory Today, ed.
Elizabeth Clark and Robert Miller (New York: Literary Insights, 2020), 150.

e Footnote/Endnote (Citing a Chapter with 3+ Authors, Subsequent
Reference): 10. Green et al., "Postmodern Narratives," 165.

e Bibliography (Citing a Chapter with 3+ Authors): Green, David, Maria Sanchez,
and Tom Williams. "Postmodern Narratives." In Literary Theory Today, edited by
Elizabeth Clark and Robert Miller, 145-170. New York: Literary Insights, 2020.

Note: In this example, the chapter has three authors, so "et al." is used for the chapter
authors. The volume itself has only two editors, so both are listed. If the volume had three
or more editors, the bibliography entry might look like: "Green, David, et al. '‘Postmodern
Narratives.' In Literary Theory Today, edited by Elizabeth Clark, Robert Miller, et al.,
145-170. New York: Literary Insights, 2020." Always refer to the Chicago Manual of Style for
complex scenarios.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices

Navigating the use of "et al." in Chicago style can sometimes lead to confusion. One
common pitfall is applying the abbreviation incorrectly to works with only two authors.
Remember, Chicago style strictly reserves "et al." for sources with three or more authors.
Another frequent error involves inconsistent application between notes and the
bibliography; ensure that if you use "et al." in one place (where appropriate), you maintain
that consistency throughout your document and in the final bibliography, following the
specific rules for each.

To avoid errors, a best practice is to always double-check the number of authors listed on
your source. If it's two, list both names. If it's three or more, employ "et al." after the first
author's name. Furthermore, it is crucial to use the correct formatting for "et al." which is
typically italicized or followed by a period if it is being used as an abbreviation. Adhering
strictly to the Chicago Manual of Style's guidelines for abbreviations and punctuation will
prevent stylistic inconsistencies and ensure the professional presentation of your research.
Always consult the most recent edition of the Chicago Manual of Style for definitive
guidance.



Another important consideration is the distinction between the Notes-Bibliography system
and the Author-Date system, although the core principle of "et al." for three or more
authors generally applies to both. In the Author-Date system, parenthetical citations will
also utilize "et al." following the same rules. For instance, a parenthetical citation for a work
by four authors would appear as (Smith et al. 2020, 45). Familiarizing yourself with the
specific requirements of the Chicago style system you are using is paramount. Developing a
habit of reviewing your citations against the Chicago Manual of Style before submission can
catch minor errors and reinforce correct citation practices.

Q: When should | use "et al." in Chicago style?

A: You should use "et al." in Chicago style when citing a work that has three or more
authors. This applies to both footnotes/endnotes and the bibliography in the Notes-
Bibliography system, and to in-text citations in the Author-Date system.

Q: What is the correct punctuation for "et al." in
Chicago style?

A: The correct punctuation for "et al." in Chicago style is to include a period after "al"
because it is an abbreviation of the Latin phrase "et alii" or "et alia." For example, Smith et
al.

Q: How do | cite a book with two authors in Chicago
style?

A: For a book with two authors in Chicago style, you always list both authors' names. The
first author's name is inverted (Last Name, First Name), and the second author's name is in
normal order (First Name Last Name). "Et al." is not used for two authors.

Q: What is the difference in using "et al." in footnotes
versus the bibliography?

A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, the first footnote or endnote for a work with three or
more authors lists all authors. Subsequent notes use "et al." after the first author's name. In
the bibliography, "et al." is used after the first author's name for works with three or more
authors from the initial entry.

Q: How do | cite a chapter in an edited book with
multiple authors and editors using "et al."?

A: If the chapter you are citing has three or more authors, you use "et al." after the first
author's name for that chapter's citation. If the edited book itself has three or more editors,
and you are citing the entire book, you would use "et al." after the first editor's name. The



specific application depends on whether you are referencing the chapter or the entire
volume.

Q: Is "et al." italicized in Chicago style?

A: No, "et al." is not typically italicized in Chicago style. It is treated as a standard
abbreviation and is followed by a period. The italicization is reserved for titles of books,
journals, and other creative works.

Q: What if a source has a very large number of authors,
like dozens?

A: Chicago style's "et al." rule is designed to handle this. For works with three or more
authors, regardless of how many more there are, you list the first author followed by "et al."
This is crucial for maintaining readability in your citations.

Q: Does the use of "et al." change if | use the Author-
Date system instead of the Notes-Bibliography system
in Chicago style?

A: The principle of using "et al." for three or more authors remains the same in both
Chicago style systems. In the Author-Date system, parenthetical citations will use "et al."
following the first author's name for sources with three or more authors, e.g., (Smith et al.
2020, 45).
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