chicago citation examples for edited
books

Understanding Chicago Citation Examples for Edited Books

chicago citation examples for edited books are essential for any academic or
professional work that draws upon scholarly collections. The Chicago Manual
of Style (CMOS) offers a robust framework for citing sources, and
understanding its nuances for edited volumes is crucial for academic
integrity and clarity. This comprehensive guide will delve into the
intricacies of citing edited books in Chicago style, covering both the notes-
and-bibliography and author-date systems. We will explore the specific
components required for accurate citations, including how to handle multiple
editors, different editions, and the inclusion of specific chapter or essay
details. Mastering these examples will empower you to properly acknowledge
the contributions of editors and authors within anthologies and other
collected works, ensuring your research is both credible and compliant with
academic standards.
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What is an Edited Book and Why Special Citation is Needed

An edited book, often referred to as an anthology or collection, brings
together a series of essays, chapters, or other literary works, typically
written by different authors, under the guidance of one or more editors. The
editors' role is to curate the content, select contributors, organize the
material, and often write introductions or introductions to individual
sections. This collaborative nature necessitates specific citation practices
to accurately credit both the individual authors of the included works and



the editors responsible for the collection. Failing to cite correctly can
lead to plagiarism and a lack of clarity regarding the origin of ideas and
information. Understanding the specific formats for edited books in Chicago
style ensures that readers can easily locate the original source material.

The Two Chicago Citation Systems: Notes-and-Bibliography vs. Author-Date

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) presents two primary citation systems, and
it's crucial to understand which one is required for your work. The choice
between these systems often depends on the academic discipline or the
specific requirements of the publication or instructor.

Notes-and-Bibliography System

This system uses footnotes or endnotes for citations within the text and a
comprehensive bibliography at the end of the work. It is commonly used in
fields like history, literature, and the arts. Every time a source is
referenced, a corresponding note is generated, providing detailed
information. The bibliography then lists all cited sources alphabetically.

Author-Date System

This system uses brief parenthetical citations within the text that include
the author's last name and the year of publication (e.g., Smith 2020, 15).
These in-text citations correspond to a reference list at the end of the
work, which provides full publication details for all sources cited. This
system is prevalent in the social sciences and some natural sciences.

Core Components of Chicago Citation for Edited Books

Regardless of the chosen system, certain core pieces of information are
consistently required when citing an edited book, especially when referencing
a specific chapter or essay within it. Accuracy in gathering these details is
paramount for effective Chicago citation examples for edited books.

Author(s) of the specific chapter/essay: The name of the individual who wrote
the particular piece you are citing.

Title of the chapter/essay: The complete title of the specific work within
the edited volume.

Editor(s) of the book: The name(s) of the individual(s) who compiled and
edited the collection.

Title of the edited book: The complete title of the overall collection.
Publication information: This includes the place of publication, publisher,
and year of publication.

Page numbers: The specific page(s) where the cited material appears.

Chicago Citation Examples: Notes-and-Bibliography System
The notes-and-bibliography system requires detailed notes for each citation,

followed by a comprehensive bibliography. This system allows for more
descriptive citations in the notes themselves.



First Note for a Chapter or Essay
When citing a specific chapter or essay for the first time, the note should

include the author of the chapter, the chapter title, the editors, the book
title, publication details, and page numbers.

For example:

1. Jane Doe, "The Evolution of Modern Art," in Essays on Contemporary
Culture, ed. John Smith and Emily Davis (New York: Academic Press,
2019), 45.

Subsequent Notes for a Chapter or Essay
After the first full note, subsequent citations of the same source can be

shortened. This typically involves the author's last name, a shortened title
of the chapter, and the page number.

For example:

2. Doe, "Evolution of Modern Art," 52.

Bibliography Entry for a Chapter or Essay

The bibliography entry provides full publication details for the chapter and
the edited book, organized alphabetically by the chapter author's last name.

For example:

Doe, Jane. "The Evolution of Modern Art." In Essays on Contemporary
Culture, edited by John Smith and Emily Davis, 45-60. New York: Academic
Press, 2019.

Citing the Entire Edited Book (Notes and Bibliography)

If you are citing the book as a whole, rather than a specific chapter, the
format is slightly different.

For example (First Note):



3. John Smith and Emily Davis, eds., Essays on Contemporary Culture (New
York: Academic Press, 2019).

For example (Bibliography Entry):

Smith, John, and Emily Davis, eds. Essays on Contemporary Culture. New
York: Academic Press, 2019.

Chicago Citation Examples: Author-Date System

The author-date system prioritizes conciseness in the text, with full details
reserved for the reference list.

In-Text Citation for a Chapter or Essay

In-text citations are brief and placed within parentheses at the point of
reference.

For example:

(Doe 2019, 45)

Reference List Entry for a Chapter or Essay

The reference list entry provides all necessary publication information,
organized alphabetically by the chapter author's last name.

For example:

Doe, Jane. 2019. "The Evolution of Modern Art." In Essays on
Contemporary Culture, edited by John Smith and Emily Davis, 45-60. New
York: Academic Press.

Citing the Entire Edited Book (Reference List)



When citing the entire edited book in the author-date system, the format
focuses on the editors.

For example:

Smith, John, and Emily Davis, eds. 2019. Essays on Contemporary Culture.
New York: Academic Press.

Handling Specific Scenarios in Chicago Edited Book Citations

Several common scenarios require particular attention when creating Chicago
citation examples for edited books to ensure accuracy and adherence to CMOS
guidelines.

Multiple Editors

If an edited book has more than one editor, all their names should be

included in the citation, following the specific format for either the notes-
and-bibliography or author-date system.

For example (Notes-and-Bibliography Bibliography Entry):

Doe, Jane. "The Evolution of Modern Art." In Essays on Contemporary
Culture, edited by John Smith, Emily Davis, and Robert Johnson, 45-60.
New York: Academic Press, 2019.

For example (Author-Date Reference List Entry):

Doe, Jane. 2019. "The Evolution of Modern Art." In Essays on
Contemporary Culture, edited by John Smith, Emily Davis, and Robert
Johnson, 45-60. New York: Academic Press.

Subsequent Editions of Edited Books

If you are citing a later edition of an edited book, you must indicate the
edition number.

For example (Notes-and-Bibliography Bibliography Entry):



Doe, Jane. "The Evolution of Modern Art." In Essays on Contemporary
Culture, 2nd ed., edited by John Smith and Emily Davis, 45-60. New York:
Academic Press, 2021.

For example (Author-Date Reference List Entry):

Doe, Jane. 2021. "The Evolution of Modern Art." In Essays on
Contemporary Culture, 2nd ed., edited by John Smith and Emily Davis,
45-60. New York: Academic Press.

Works within Works: Citing an Essay from an Edited Book

This is the most common scenario for citing edited books, where you reference
a specific contribution within the larger collection. The examples provided
earlier in this article specifically address this situation. It's crucial to
distinguish between the author of the essay and the editors of the book.
Citing Only the Editor(s) Without a Specific Chapter

Occasionally, you might refer to the introduction, preface, or the collection

as a whole, attributing it to the editor(s). In such cases, the editor(s) are
treated as the author(s) of the work.

For example (Notes-and-Bibliography Bibliography Entry):

Smith, John, and Emily Davis, eds. Essays on Contemporary Culture. New
York: Academic Press, 2019.

For example (Author-Date Reference List Entry):

Smith, John, and Emily Davis, eds. 2019. Essays on Contemporary Culture.
New York: Academic Press.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid When Citing Edited Books in Chicago Style

While the guidelines for Chicago citation examples for edited books are



clear, certain mistakes are frequently made. Being aware of these pitfalls
can help you avoid them.

Confusing the author of the chapter with the editor(s) of the book.
Always ensure you are crediting the correct individual for the work.

Omitting the "in" before the title of the edited book when citing a
specific chapter. This is a required element.

Incorrectly formatting editor names (e.g., using "ed." instead of "eds."
for multiple editors, or not reversing the first editor's name in
bibliographies).

Forgetting to include the page numbers for the specific chapter or essay
being cited.

Failing to italicize the title of the edited book.

Inconsistent application of either the notes-and-bibliography or author-
date system throughout your work.

Not consulting the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for the
most current guidelines.

The meticulous attention to detail required for Chicago citation examples for
edited books is fundamental to scholarly communication. By understanding the
distinct components, adhering to the specific formats of the notes-and-
bibliography and author-date systems, and being mindful of common errors, you
can ensure your citations are accurate, clear, and uphold the highest
academic standards. Proper citation not only prevents plagiarism but also
guides your readers directly to the sources that informed your work,
enriching the scholarly dialogue.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between citing a
chapter in an edited book and citing a standalone



book in Chicago style?

A: The primary difference lies in attributing authorship and providing
context. When citing a chapter in an edited book, you credit the author of
that specific chapter and then indicate that it is part of a larger
collection edited by someone else. For a standalone book, you credit the
author(s) of the entire work.

Q: How do I format the names of multiple editors in
a Chicago style citation for an edited book?

A: In Chicago style, when there are two or three editors, you list all of
them. For four or more editors, you list the first editor followed by "et
al." In bibliography entries, the first editor's name is reversed (last name
first), and subsequent editors' names are listed in normal order.

Q: Should I include the editor's name in an in-text
citation for a chapter from an edited book using the
author-date system?

A: No, in the author-date system's in-text citation, you only include the
author's last name and the year of publication, followed by page numbers if
necessary. The full editor information is provided in the corresponding
reference list entry.

Q: What is the standard abbreviation for "edited by"
in Chicago style notes for an edited book?

A: In Chicago notes, the abbreviation for "edited by" is "ed." for a single
editor and "eds." for multiple editors. For example, "ed. John Smith" or
"eds. John Smith and Emily Davis."

Q: How do I cite an introduction or preface written
by the editor of an English-language book in Chicago
style?

A: When citing an introduction or preface written by the editor, you treat
the editor as the author of that specific piece. In the notes-and-
bibliography system, the note would begin with the editor's name and the
title of the introduction/preface, followed by the book's publication
details. In the bibliography, the entry would be under the editor's name.



Q: If an edited book has a general editor and then
section editors, how should I cite it in Chicago
style?

A: For Chicago style, you generally focus on the editors responsible for the
entire volume, unless a specific section editor is crucial to your citation's
context. If you are citing the entire book, you would list the general
editors. If citing a chapter from a specific section, you might mention the
section editor if it adds clarity, but the primary editors of the whole
volume are usually listed.

Q: What is the correct way to indicate page numbers
when citing a specific part of a chapter from an
edited book in Chicago style?

A: When citing a specific part of a chapter, you provide the full page range
of the chapter in the bibliography/reference list entry. In the note or in-
text citation, you provide the specific page number(s) where the material you
are referencing appears. For example, (Doe 2019, 45) or note 1, page 45.
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