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Chicago Citation Examples for DOI: A
Comprehensive Guide

chicago citation examples for doi are essential for scholars, researchers, and students
navigating the complexities of academic writing. Accurately citing sources, especially those
found online and identified by a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), is crucial for maintaining
academic integrity and allowing readers to easily locate the original material. This guide
delves into the nuances of Chicago style, focusing specifically on how to incorporate DOIls
into your citations for various types of sources, from journal articles to book chapters. We
will explore the different citation formats, the importance of the DOI, and provide clear,
actionable examples that adhere to the Chicago Manual of Style. Understanding these
examples will empower you to construct precise and professional bibliographical entries,
enhancing the credibility and accessibility of your research.
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Understanding the DOI and its Significance

The Digital Object Identifier, or DOI, is a persistent, unique alphanumeric string used to
identify intellectual property in the digital environment. Unlike a simple URL, which can
change or break over time, a DOI is designed to remain stable, ensuring that a digital object
can always be found. This permanence makes it an invaluable tool for researchers, as it
provides a reliable way to link to and retrieve scholarly articles, book chapters, datasets,
and other digital content. When citing sources, including the DOl demonstrates a
commitment to providing readers with the most robust means of locating the original work,



thereby supporting the transparency and reproducibility of academic research.

The DOI system is managed by the International DOI Foundation (IDF), and it has become a
standard in academic publishing. Its adoption means that many digital resources now come
with a DOI, making it easier for authors to cite them correctly and for readers to verify
them. In academic contexts, a DOI acts as a permanent address, ensuring that even if the
host website changes or the original URL becomes obsolete, the work itself remains
accessible through its DOI.

Chicago Style: Author-Date vs. Notes and
Bibliography

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct citation systems: the Author-Date
system and the Notes and Bibliography system. Each system has its own conventions for in-
text citations and the construction of the bibliography or reference list. Understanding
which system your field or publication requires is the first step in correctly formatting your
citations, especially when incorporating DOIls. Both systems aim for clarity and precision,
but they achieve this through different structural approaches to referencing.

The Author-Date system is often favored in the social sciences and natural sciences. It uses
parenthetical in-text citations that include the author's last name and the year of
publication, followed by page numbers if necessary. The corresponding bibliography at the
end of the work lists all cited sources alphabetically by author's last name. The Notes and
Bibliography system, more common in the humanities, uses numbered footnotes or
endnotes for in-text citations, with a corresponding bibliography at the end that lists
sources in the order they appear in the text.

Key Differences in Formatting

The primary difference lies in the presentation of in-text citations and the organization of
the final reference list. In Author-Date, the focus is on providing immediate author and date
information within the text for quick reference, with the full details consolidated in an
alphabetical bibliography. In Notes and Bibliography, footnotes or endnotes provide the
detailed source information at the point of citation, allowing for extensive explanations or
digressions, while the bibliography serves as a supplementary list, often ordered
chronologically or by order of appearance.

Regardless of the system chosen, the inclusion of a DOI, when available, is a consistent
requirement for both. The DOI serves as a vital piece of identifying information that
enhances the discoverability of the source material, irrespective of whether it's presented
in a parenthetical citation or a footnote.



Citing Journal Articles with a DOI

Journal articles are among the most frequently cited sources in academic writing, and their
online availability has made DOls a standard component of their citation. When you
encounter a journal article with a DOI, you must include it in your Chicago-style citation to
facilitate easy retrieval for your readers. The format for including the DOI can vary slightly
depending on whether you are using the Author-Date or Notes and Bibliography system,
but the core information remains consistent.

Author-Date System: Journal Articles

In the Author-Date system, the journal article citation typically includes the author(s), year
of publication, article title, journal title, volume and issue numbers, page range, and finally,
the DOI. The DOI is usually presented as a URL, beginning with "https://doi.org/". This
format ensures that the DOI is both clearly identified and directly clickable if the document
is being read in a digital format.

e Basic Structure: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title." Journal Title
Volume (Issue): Page Range. https://doi.org/DOI_NUMBER

e Example: Smith, John A. 2022. "The Impact of Climate Change on Urban Biodiversity."
Environmental Science Journal 15 (3): 234-250. https://doi.org/10.1000/esj.2022.0015

Notes and Bibliography System: Journal Articles

For the Notes and Bibliography system, the format for citing journal articles with DOIs is
similar, but the placement and presentation of information differ. In the footnotes or
endnotes, you will provide a more detailed citation, including the full author name, article
title, journal title, volume, issue, date, page number, and the DOI. The bibliography entry
will follow a structured format that also includes the DOI at the end.

e Footnote/Endnote Example: 1. John A. Smith, "The Impact of Climate Change on
Urban Biodiversity," Environmental Science Journal 15, no. 3 (2022): 234,
https://doi.org/10.1000/esj.2022.0015.

e Bibliography Example: Smith, John A. "The Impact of Climate Change on Urban
Biodiversity." Environmental Science Journal 15, no. 3 (2022): 234-250.
https://doi.org/10.1000/esj.2022.0015

It is important to note that in the Notes and Bibliography system, you generally do not
include the specific page number where you found the information in the footnote/endnote
unless it is a direct quote or specific reference. The bibliography entry, however, should
include the full page range of the article.



Citing Book Chapters with a DOI

While DOIs are most commonly associated with journal articles, they are also increasingly
assigned to individual book chapters, especially those published in edited volumes or as
standalone digital works. Citing these sources correctly requires attention to the specific
elements of the Chicago style for edited collections or book chapters, with the DOI
appended to provide a stable link.

Author-Date System: Book Chapters

When citing a chapter from an edited book that has a DOI, the format requires specifying
the chapter author, the year, the chapter title, the editor(s) of the book, the book title, the
relevant page numbers for the chapter, and the DOI. The editor(s) are usually introduced
with "ed." or "eds." following their names.

e Basic Structure: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Chapter Title." In Book Title,
edited by Editor First Name Last Name, Page Range. https://doi.org/DOI_NUMBER

e Example: Garcia, Maria L. 2021. "The Ethics of Artificial Intelligence in Healthcare." In
Future of Medicine: Innovations and Challenges, edited by David Chen, 112-135.
https://doi.org/10.5000/fm.2021.007

Notes and Bibliography System: Book Chapters

In the Notes and Bibliography system, the citation for a book chapter with a DOI will be
presented similarly, with detailed information in the notes and a structured entry in the
bibliography. The crucial element is ensuring that the DOI is included at the end of the
reference, providing that essential persistent link.

e Footnote/Endnote Example: 5. Maria L. Garcia, "The Ethics of Artificial Intelligence
in Healthcare," in Future of Medicine: Innovations and Challenges, ed. David Chen
(New York: Academic Press, 2021), 112, https://doi.org/10.5000/fm.2021.007.

e Bibliography Example: Garcia, Maria L. "The Ethics of Artificial Intelligence in
Healthcare." In Future of Medicine: Innovations and Challenges, edited by David Chen,
112-135. New York: Academic Press, 2021. https://doi.org/10.5000/fm.2021.007

Remember to include the publisher and publication year in the full bibliography entry for
book chapters, as is standard in Chicago style. The DOI is the final piece of identifying
information.

Citing Other Sources with a DOI

Beyond journal articles and book chapters, DOIs are also being assigned to a wider range of



digital scholarly materials, including reports, conference proceedings, dissertations, and
even datasets. The principle of including the DOI remains consistent: to provide a stable
and reliable locator for the source material, regardless of its format. The specific formatting
will depend on the general Chicago style guidelines for that type of source, with the DOI
added as the final element.

Conference Papers and Proceedings

For published conference papers or proceedings that have a DOI, the citation will typically
include the author(s), year, paper title, name of the conference or publication, and the DOI.
For the Notes and Bibliography system, a fuller entry might include the location and date of
the conference and the publisher of the proceedings.

e Author-Date Example: Lee, Wei. 2023. "Advancements in Renewable Energy
Storage." In Proceedings of the International Conference on Sustainable Technologies,
45-52. https://doi.org/10.7000/icst.2023.012

e Notes Example: 8. Wei Lee, "Advancements in Renewable Energy Storage," in
Proceedings of the International Conference on Sustainable Technologies (Tokyo,
Japan, October 15-17, 2023), 45, https://doi.org/10.7000/icst.2023.012

Dissertations and Theses

When a dissertation or thesis is available online with a DOI, it should be cited. The structure
will involve the author, year, dissertation title, and information about the institution and
degree awarded, followed by the DOI.

e Author-Date Example: Brown, Sarah K. 2020. "The Socioeconomic Impact of
Gentrification in Mid-Sized Cities." PhD diss., University of Chicago.
https://doi.org/10.9000/uc.diss.2020.005

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices

Navigating the intricacies of Chicago style citations, particularly with the inclusion of DOls,
can present challenges. Being aware of common errors and adhering to best practices will
ensure accuracy and professionalism in your academic work. The most frequent mistakes
often involve inconsistencies in formatting or overlooking the DOI altogether when it is
present.

e Ensuring DOI is Present: Always check if a DOI is provided for your source,
especially for online journal articles and book chapters. If a DOI exists, it should be
included.



e Correct DOI Formatting: Use the standard "https://doi.org/" prefix followed by the
DOI number. Do not attempt to create your own DOI URL.

e Consistency Between Systems: Whether using Author-Date or Notes and
Bibliography, ensure the DOI is consistently applied according to the rules of your
chosen system. In Author-Date, it comes at the end of the entry. In Notes and
Bibliography, it typically appears after the publication details in both the note and the
bibliography.

e Accuracy of Information: Double-check all other bibliographic details—author
names, titles, publication dates, page numbers, journal volumes, and issue
numbers—for accuracy. A missing or incorrect piece of information can hinder
retrieval.

e When No DOI is Available: If a source, particularly an older or print-only item, does
not have a DOI, and it's a stable online version, use a stable URL instead. If no stable
URL exists, omit the locator.

e Digital vs. Print: When citing an electronic version of a print source that has a DOI,
always prioritize citing the electronic version with its DOI.

Adhering to these guidelines will not only improve the quality of your citations but also
make your research more accessible and verifiable for your audience. The DOl is a powerful
tool for academic discovery, and its correct inclusion is a hallmark of good scholarly
practice.

Q: What is a DOl and why is it important in Chicago
style citations?

A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique, persistent identifier for digital objects like
articles or book chapters. In Chicago style, it's crucial because it provides a stable link to
the source, ensuring readers can reliably locate the material even if URLs change.

Q: Should | include the DOI if the source also has a URL?

A: Yes, if a DOI is available for a source, it is preferred over a general URL. The DOl is a
more stable and standardized identifier. You would typically include the DOI prefixed with
"https://doi.org/".

Q: How does the inclusion of a DOI differ between the
Chicago Author-Date and Notes and Bibliography
systems?

A: In both systems, the DOI is generally placed at the end of the citation. In Author-Date, it
follows the page range of the article or chapter. In Notes and Bibliography, it appears after
the publication details in both the footnote/endnote and the bibliography entry.



Q: What if a journal article or book chapter I'm citing
has both a DOl and a stable URL?

A: The Chicago Manual of Style recommends using the DOI when available as it is the most
persistent locator. Therefore, you should cite the DOI and not a separate URL.

Q: Do | need to include the word "DOI" before the
number in the citation?

A: No, you do not need to write the word "DOI" before the number. The standard practice is
to present it as a URL starting with "https://doi.org/", followed directly by the DOI number.

Q: What should | do if a source has multiple DOIs?

A: This is highly unusual. Typically, a single digital object will have one primary DOI. If you
encounter a situation with multiple DOls, consult the specific publisher's guidelines or err
on the side of caution by using the DOI that appears most prominently associated with the
main publication.

Q: Are there any specific formatting rules for the DOI
URL in Chicago style?

A: Yes, the standard format is "https://doi.org/DOI_NUMBER". For example,
"https://doi.org/10.1000/xyz123". This is the recommended and most universally recognized
format for citing DOls.

Q: What if | can't find a DOI for a source that | believe
should have one?

A: First, double-check the source page, the publisher's website, and databases like Crossref
(crossref.org) to ensure a DOI doesn't exist. If you still cannot find one, cite the source
without a DOI, perhaps using a stable URL if available, or simply omitting the locator if
neither a DOI nor a stable URL can be found.
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