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Chicago citation examples for direct quotes are essential for academic integrity and
clear scholarly communication, ensuring that all borrowed material is properly attributed.
This guide delves into the intricacies of citing direct quotations within the Chicago Manual
of Style (CMOS), covering both the Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems.
Understanding these examples is crucial for students, researchers, and writers across
various disciplines to avoid plagiarism and enhance the credibility of their work. We will
explore how to format in-text citations, differentiate between short and long quotations,
and provide clear examples for different source types, including books, articles, and web
pages. Mastering these Chicago citation examples will significantly improve the clarity
and professionalism of your academic writing.

Table of Contents

Understanding Chicago Style Citation for Direct Quotes
The Notes-Bibliography System: Direct Quote Examples
The Author-Date System: Direct Quote Examples
Formatting Direct Quotes in Text
Citing Direct Quotes from Books
Citing Direct Quotes from Journal Articles
Citing Direct Quotes from Websites
Special Considerations for Direct Quotes
Common Pitfalls in Citing Direct Quotes

Understanding Chicago Style Citation for Direct
Quotes

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: the Notes-
Bibliography system and the Author-Date system. Both are widely accepted in academic
circles, but their application to direct quotes differs in placement and format. The Notes-
Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations, while the Author-Date
system uses parenthetical citations within the text. Regardless of the system chosen, the
fundamental goal remains the same: to accurately acknowledge the source of every direct
quotation used. This acknowledgment not only prevents plagiarism but also allows readers
to locate the original source for further research or verification.

Selecting the appropriate Chicago citation system often depends on the specific academic
discipline or publisher's requirements. Humanities disciplines, such as literature and
history, commonly favor the Notes-Bibliography system, which allows for more extensive
explanatory notes. Conversely, social sciences and natural sciences often prefer the
Author-Date system for its conciseness and ease of integration into the text. This article



will provide comprehensive examples for both, ensuring clarity for writers regardless of
their chosen system.

The Notes-Bibliography System: Direct Quote
Examples

In the Notes-Bibliography system, direct quotes are acknowledged through numbered
footnotes or endnotes. The first time a source is cited, the note contains full bibliographic
information. Subsequent citations of the same source become shortened. This system is
particularly useful for incorporating supplementary information or commentary without
disrupting the flow of the main text.

Footnote and Endnote Structure for Direct Quotes

When citing a direct quote using the Notes-Bibliography system, the footnote or endnote
will typically include the author’s first and last name, the title of the work, publication
details, and the specific page number(s) where the quote can be found. For subsequent
citations, a shortened form is used, generally including the author’s last name, a
shortened title, and the page number. The key is to provide enough information for the
reader to identify the source and locate the quote.

Example of a First Note for a Book Quote

Imagine you are quoting a sentence from page 45 of John Smith’s book, "The Art of
Writing," published in 2022 by University Press. The first footnote or endnote would
appear as follows:

1. John Smith, The Art of Writing (New York: University Press, 2022), 45.

Example of a Subsequent Note for a Book Quote

If you cite another quote from the same book on page 78, the subsequent note would be
shortened:

2. Smith, Art of Writing, 78.



Example of a Note for a Journal Article Quote

For a direct quote from a journal article, the note would include the author, article title,
journal title, volume and issue numbers, publication year, and page number. For instance,
quoting Sarah Lee from page 112 of her article "Academic Discourse" in Volume 30, Issue
2 of the Journal of Scholarship (2021):

3. Sarah Lee, “Academic Discourse,” Journal of Scholarship 30, no. 2 (2021): 112.

Example of a Note for a Website Quote

Citing a direct quote from a website requires the author (if available), the page title, the
website name, and the URL. If a specific date of publication is available, it should be
included. For example, a quote from an article on the National History Society website,
authored by Mark Brown, titled "Preserving the Past," accessed on October 26, 2023:

4. Mark Brown, “Preserving the Past,” National History Society, accessed October
26, 2023, https://www.nationalhistory.org/preserving-the-past.

The Author-Date System: Direct Quote Examples

The Author-Date system employs parenthetical citations directly within the text, typically
appearing at the end of the sentence containing the quote. These citations usually include
the author’s last name, the year of publication, and the page number. A corresponding
bibliography at the end of the document provides the full bibliographic details for each
source cited.

Parenthetical Citation Structure for Direct Quotes

The standard format for a parenthetical citation in the Author-Date system is (Author Last
Name Year, Page Number). This concise format allows readers to quickly identify the
source and locate it in the reference list without interrupting the reading flow
significantly.

Example of a Parenthetical Citation for a Book Quote

Using the same example of John Smith’s "The Art of Writing," a direct quote from page 45



would be cited parenthetically as follows:

“The nuances of language require careful attention to detail,” Smith wrote (Smith 2022,
45).

Example of a Parenthetical Citation for a Journal Article
Quote

For Sarah Lee’s article, a quote from page 112 would be cited like this:

The concept of academic discourse is complex (Lee 2021, 112).

Example of a Parenthetical Citation for a Website Quote

Citing a quote from the National History Society website, authored by Mark Brown, would
follow this format:

“Our collective memory is a vital resource,” stated Brown (Brown 2023).

Note: If the website does not have a publication date, you may omit the year, but ensure
the author and title are clear in your reference list.

Formatting Direct Quotes in Text

The way a direct quote is integrated into your text depends on its length. Chicago style
differentiates between short quotations (generally fewer than five lines of prose or fewer
than three lines of poetry) and long quotations. Proper formatting ensures that the quote
is clearly distinguishable from your own writing and adheres to academic standards.

Short Quotations

Short quotations are typically enclosed in double quotation marks and integrated directly
into your sentence. The citation follows immediately after the closing quotation mark,
before the sentence’s punctuation.

Example of a Short Quotation Integration

According to the report, the economic impact was "significant and widespread" (Johnson
2023, 15).



Long Quotations (Block Quotes)

Long quotations (five lines or more of prose) are set off from the main text as a block
quote. This means they are indented from the left margin, without quotation marks. The
citation typically follows the final punctuation of the block quote.

Example of a Block Quote Integration

The author elaborates on the challenges of implementing new policies:

The implementation of these directives presented unforeseen logistical hurdles.
Resistance from various stakeholders, coupled with a lack of adequate training,
slowed progress considerably. It became evident that a more phased approach,
with greater emphasis on stakeholder engagement, would have been more
effective in achieving the desired outcomes.
(Williams 2021, 88)

Citing Direct Quotes from Books

Books remain a primary source for many academic endeavors, and citing direct quotes
from them requires precision. Whether using the Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date
system, the core information needed is the author, title, publication details, and page
number. The specific format of the citation will, of course, vary between the two systems.

Notes-Bibliography System for Book Quotes

As detailed earlier, the Notes-Bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes. The first
citation for a book includes all necessary details, while subsequent citations are
shortened. This ensures the reader can always trace the quote back to its origin.

Author-Date System for Book Quotes

The Author-Date system uses in-text parenthetical citations, which are concise and include
the author’s last name, publication year, and page number. The full bibliographic details
are provided in a reference list at the end of the document.

Citing Direct Quotes from Journal Articles

Journal articles are another vital source in academic research. Citing direct quotes from



them follows similar principles to citing books, with the inclusion of article-specific details
such as the journal title, volume, issue number, and date.

Notes-Bibliography System for Journal Article Quotes

In the Notes-Bibliography system, footnotes or endnotes for journal articles will include
the author’s name, the article title in quotation marks, the journal title in italics, volume
and issue numbers, publication year, and the specific page number(s).

Author-Date System for Journal Article Quotes

The Author-Date system will use parenthetical citations within the text, typically (Author
Last Name Year, Page Number), with the full details in the reference list.

Citing Direct Quotes from Websites

The digital age has made websites an indispensable source of information. However, citing
them can sometimes be more complex due to varying levels of information provided (e.g.,
missing publication dates or authors). Chicago style provides guidelines for these
situations.

Notes-Bibliography System for Website Quotes

When citing a website, include as much information as is available: author (if applicable),
title of the specific page or article, the name of the website, and the URL. The date of
access is often included, especially if the content is likely to change.

Author-Date System for Website Quotes

For the Author-Date system, parenthetical citations for websites will generally include the
author's last name and, if available, the year of publication. If no author is listed, the title
of the page or article may be used, or a shortened version of it. The URL and access date
will be in the reference list.

Special Considerations for Direct Quotes

Beyond the basic formatting, there are several special considerations when incorporating



direct quotes into your Chicago-style work. These nuances ensure accuracy and maintain
the integrity of the quoted material, as well as your own scholarly voice.

Ellipses for Omitted Text

If you omit words or phrases from a direct quotation, you must use an ellipsis (three dots)
to indicate the omission. If the omission occurs in the middle of a sentence, use three dots
enclosed in spaces. If the omission occurs at the end of a sentence, and you are using the
end punctuation of the original sentence, you may use four dots (a period followed by an
ellipsis).

Example: "The study revealed that the participants exhibited…improved cognitive
function."

Example: "The results were conclusive, indicating a significant shift in behavior."

Brackets for Added or Modified Text

Brackets are used to insert clarifying words, phrases, or explanations into a quotation.
This is essential when you need to ensure the quote makes sense within the context of
your own writing, or if you need to correct a minor error in the original text (though this
should be done sparingly).

Example: She stated, "The process [of revision] was more arduous than anticipated."

Quotations within Quotations

When quoting someone who is themselves quoting another source, use single quotation
marks for the inner quotation and double quotation marks for the outer quotation in the
Notes-Bibliography system. In the Author-Date system, the structure remains the same
within the text, but the citation will refer to the primary source you are referencing.

Common Pitfalls in Citing Direct Quotes

Even with clear guidelines, writers can fall into common traps when citing direct quotes in
Chicago style. Awareness of these pitfalls can help you avoid errors and ensure your work
is polished and credible.



Incorrect punctuation placement: Ensure quotation marks and citation
punctuation are correctly positioned relative to the quote and your sentence.

Missing page numbers: Always include page numbers for direct quotes when
available.

Inconsistent citation systems: Stick to either the Notes-Bibliography or Author-
Date system throughout your document.

Over-quoting: While direct quotes are valuable, an excessive number can detract
from your own analysis and voice.

Misrepresenting the source: Ensure your use of ellipses and brackets accurately
reflects the original meaning of the quoted material.

FAQ

Q: What is the primary difference between citing direct
quotes in the Notes-Bibliography system versus the
Author-Date system in Chicago style?
A: The primary difference lies in the placement and format of the in-text citation. The
Notes-Bibliography system uses numbered footnotes or endnotes, while the Author-Date
system uses parenthetical citations directly within the text, including the author's last
name and year of publication.

Q: How do I cite a direct quote from a book published
without an author's name?
A: If a book lacks an author, you typically begin the citation with the title of the book. In
the Notes-Bibliography system, this would be the first element in your note. In the Author-
Date system, the title (or a shortened version) would function as the "author" in the
parenthetical citation and the reference list entry.

Q: When should I use ellipses to indicate omissions in a
direct quote?
A: You should use ellipses (three dots) when you omit words, phrases, or sentences from a
direct quotation to maintain the accuracy and integrity of the original text. If the omission
occurs at the end of a sentence, and you are keeping the original sentence's punctuation,
you may use four dots (a period followed by an ellipsis).



Q: What is a "block quote" in Chicago style, and when
should I use it for direct quotations?
A: A block quote is used for direct quotations that are longer than four lines of prose.
These are set off from the main text by indenting them from the left margin, without using
quotation marks. The citation typically follows the final punctuation of the block quote.

Q: Can I paraphrase a source instead of using a direct
quote? If so, how is it cited differently?
A: Yes, you can paraphrase. Paraphrasing involves restating the source's ideas in your own
words. When paraphrasing, you still need to cite the source. In the Notes-Bibliography
system, a footnote or endnote is required, and it may or may not include a page number,
depending on whether you are referring to a specific point. In the Author-Date system, a
parenthetical citation (Author Last Name Year) is used, and page numbers are often
recommended but not always strictly required for paraphrases.

Q: How do I handle direct quotes that contain errors in
the original text?
A: If a direct quote contains a grammatical error, misspelling, or other mistake that might
confuse readers, you can insert the Latin term "sic" in brackets immediately after the
erroneous word or phrase. This signals that the error is present in the original source and
not a mistake on your part. For example: "He were [sic] present at the meeting."

Q: What is the recommended way to cite a direct quote
from an online encyclopedia or dictionary entry?
A: For online encyclopedias or dictionaries, cite the author if available. If no author is
listed, use the title of the entry. Include the name of the encyclopedia or dictionary and
the URL. In the Notes-Bibliography system, you would also include an access date. In the
Author-Date system, you would use the year of publication if available, or the access date
if no publication year is present.

Q: Is it acceptable to modify a direct quote for clarity or
flow?
A: Yes, it is acceptable to modify a direct quote using ellipses to indicate omitted text or
brackets to add clarifying words or phrases. However, these modifications should never
alter the original meaning of the quote. Major alterations should be avoided, and if
significant changes are needed, paraphrasing is usually a better option.



Chicago Citation Examples For Direct Quotes

Chicago Citation Examples For Direct Quotes

Related Articles
chicago citation examples for date accessed
chemistry differential equations
chemistry in life examples

Back to Home

https://www.chem.study/textbooks-022/chicago-citation-examples-for-direct-quotes.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-022/chicago-citation-examples-for-date-accessed.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-022/chemistry-differential-equations.pdf
https://www.chem.study/textbooks-022/chemistry-in-life-examples.pdf
https://www.chem.study

