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accessed

Understanding the Importance of Chicago
Citation Examples for Date Accessed

chicago citation examples for date accessed are crucial for academic
integrity and allowing readers to trace your sources accurately. In the
Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS), a common citation style in the humanities and
social sciences, properly noting when you accessed a source, particularly
online ones, is a critical component of a complete citation. This practice
acknowledges that online content can change or disappear, making the access
date a vital piece of information for verification. This article will delve
into the nuances of including the access date in Chicago style, providing
clear examples for various source types and outlining best practices for its
effective use. We will explore when it is mandatory, when it is optional, and
how its inclusion impacts the overall clarity and credibility of your
bibliography.
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The Role of the Date Accessed in Chicago Style
Citations

The Chicago Manual of Style, in its various editions, emphasizes the
importance of providing readers with enough information to locate and verify
the sources used in academic work. For online resources, this includes not
just the publication date (if available) but also the date on which the
researcher accessed the material. This might seem like an extra step, but it
serves a significant purpose in the digital age.

Online content is inherently fluid. Websites can be updated, pages can be
moved, and entire articles or databases can be removed without notice. Unlike
a printed book or journal that remains static once published, a web page
accessed today might be different tomorrow, or it might not be accessible at
all. Therefore, the "date accessed" functions as a timestamp, indicating the



state of the source at a specific point in time when the author consulted it.
This is particularly vital for scholarly work where reproducibility and
verification are paramount.

While not every source requires a date accessed, its inclusion for online
materials is a standard practice that enhances the reliability of your
citations. Understanding when and how to incorporate this information ensures
your bibliography is both compliant with Chicago style and maximally helpful
to your audience.

When is the Date Accessed Required in Chicago
Style?

The Chicago Manual of Style's guidance on the date accessed primarily
revolves around the nature of the source. It is not a universal requirement
for every citation but becomes essential for certain types of materials where
the content is prone to change or may become inaccessible.

Online Sources with Volatile Content

The most common scenario requiring a date accessed is for online sources that
are not permanently archived or are subject to frequent updates. This
includes:

e Web pages of organizations or individuals
e News articles published online

e Blog posts

e Social media content

e Online encyclopedias or reference sites (like Wikipedia, though often
discouraged for academic use without supplementary sources)

e Unpublished or ephemeral online documents

The rationale here is that these sources can be modified, removed, or
altered, making the access date crucial for identifying the specific version
or content that was consulted. If a reader attempts to access the source
later and finds it changed or missing, the date accessed provides context for
your research.

Sources Likely to Change or Disappear

Beyond the general category of "online sources," the principle applies to any
source that is not in a fixed, stable format. This could, in theory, extend



to subscription-based online databases that might change their content or
interface over time. However, the emphasis remains strongest on publicly
accessible web content.

When the Access Date is Optional but Recommended

In some instances, the date accessed is not strictly mandatory but is still
highly recommended. This often applies to online journal articles or book
chapters that might be accessed through a database subscription service.
While these articles are generally stable once published, if the database
interface itself changes significantly, or if there's a possibility of the
article being removed from a specific platform, including the access date can
be beneficial for your readers.

When the Access Date is Not Typically Included

You generally do not need to include the date accessed for sources that are
considered stable and permanent. This includes:

Print books

e Print journal articles

Published print government documents

Archival materials that have been digitized but are maintained in a
stable, curated repository with clear identifiers

For these materials, the publication date and other bibliographic details are
usually sufficient for readers to locate the exact source.

Chicago Citation Examples for Date Accessed:
Online Sources

The format for including the date accessed in Chicago style varies slightly
depending on whether you are using Notes-Bibliography or Author-Date. This
section focuses on the Notes-Bibliography style, which is more common for the
humanities.

General Web Page Citation

When citing a general web page in a note, the access date is typically placed
at the end of the citation. The format is generally Month Day, Year.

Example in a Footnote/Endnote:



1. Jane Doe, "The Future of Artificial Intelligence," Tech Insights, last
modified January 15, 2023, https://www.techinsights.com/future-ai. Accessed
October 26, 2023.

Corresponding Bibliography Entry:

Doe, Jane. "The Future of Artificial Intelligence." Tech Insights. Last
modified January 15, 2023. https://www.techinsights.com/future-ai. Accessed
October 26, 2023.

Notice that the access date is appended after the URL. If a "last modified"
or "published" date is available on the page, it should also be included
before the access date.

Online News Article

Online news articles are particularly prone to changes or removal, making the
access date crucial.

Example in a Footnote/Endnote:

2. John Smith, "Local Council Debates New Zoning Laws," Chicago Tribune,
October 25, 2023,
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/ct-zoning-laws-20231025-story.html.
Accessed October 26, 2023.

Corresponding Bibliography Entry:

Smith, John. "Local Council Debates New Zoning Laws." Chicago Tribune,
October 25, 2023.
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/ct-zoning-laws-20231025-story.html.
Accessed October 26, 2023.

Blog Post

Blog posts are often informal and can be updated or deleted, so the access
date is important.

Example in a Footnote/Endnote:

3. Sarah Lee, "My Thoughts on the Latest Trends in Sustainable Fashion,"
Fashion Forward Blog, September 1, 2023,
https://www.fashionforwardblog.com/sustainable-trends. Accessed October 26,
2023.

Corresponding Bibliography Entry:

Lee, Sarah. "My Thoughts on the Latest Trends in Sustainable Fashion."
Fashion Forward Blog, September 1, 2023.
https://www.fashionforwardblog.com/sustainable-trends. Accessed October 26,
2023.



Social Media Posts

Citing social media requires careful attention to detail, and the access date
is vital as content can be removed or privacy settings changed.

Example in a Footnote/Endnote:

4. @ExampleUser, "Exciting announcement coming soon! NewProduct," Twitter,
August 15, 2023, 10:30 AM, https://twitter.com/ExampleUser/status/1234567890.
Accessed October 26, 2023.

Corresponding Bibliography Entry:

@ExampleUser. "Exciting announcement coming soon! NewProduct." Twitter,
August 15, 2023, 10:30 AM. https://twitter.com/ExampleUser/status/1234567890.
Accessed October 26, 2023.

Chicago Citation Examples for Date Accessed:
Specific Scenarios

Beyond the general web page, certain types of online content may require
slightly different handling of the publication and access dates.

Online Journal Articles (Accessed via Database)

When citing an online journal article that you accessed through a database
like JSTOR or Academic Search Premier, the general principle is to treat it
as a print article unless there are specific reasons to emphasize its online
nature.

Example in a Footnote/Endnote:

5. David Chen, "The Impact of Digitalization on Historical Archives," Journal
of Archival Studies 45, no. 2 (2022): 112-130,
https://doi.org/10.1080/XXXXXXX.2022.1234567. Accessed October 26, 2023.

Corresponding Bibliography Entry:

Chen, David. "The Impact of Digitalization on Historical Archives." Journal
of Archival Studies 45, no. 2 (2022): 112-130.
https://doi.org/10.1080/XXXXXXX.2022.1234567. Accessed October 26, 2023.

In this case, the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is the most stable link.
While the access date is included, the DOI is often considered more crucial
for locating the exact published version. If no DOI is available, the URL of
the database page might be used, and the access date becomes more important.

Online Government Documents

Government documents published online can be subject to updates or archival.



The inclusion of the access date ensures the reader can refer to the specific
version you consulted.

Example in a Footnote/Endnote:

6. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis, "Gross Domestic
Product, Third Quarter 2023 (Advance Estimate)," November 30, 2023,
https://www.bea.gov/news/2023/gross—-domestic-product-third-quarter-2023-advan
ce—estimate. Accessed October 26, 2023.

Corresponding Bibliography Entry:

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis. "Gross Domestic
Product, Third Quarter 2023 (Advance Estimate) ." November 30, 2023.
https://www.bea.gov/news/2023/gross—domestic-product-third-quarter-2023-advan
ce—estimate. Accessed October 26, 2023.

Online Encyclopedia Entries

While generally best supplemented with more scholarly sources, if an
encyclopedia entry is used, the access date is vital because these pages are
frequently updated.

Example in a Footnote/Endnote:

7. "Abraham Lincoln," Wikipedia, last modified October 25, 2023, 8:00 PV,
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Lincoln. Accessed October 26, 2023.

Corresponding Bibliography Entry:

"Abraham Lincoln." Wikipedia. Last modified October 25, 2023, 8:00 PM.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Lincoln. Accessed October 26, 2023.

The "last modified" date is highly relevant here and should be included if
available, followed by the access date.

Best Practices for Citing the Date Accessed

Properly incorporating the date accessed into your Chicago style citations
can significantly enhance the credibility and usability of your work.
Adhering to a few key best practices will ensure consistency and accuracy.

Be Consistent

Once you decide to include the date accessed for a particular type of source
(e.g., all online articles), maintain that practice throughout your entire
document, including both notes and bibliography. Inconsistency can confuse
readers and detract from the professionalism of your citation style.



Locate All Available Dates

Before including the access date, try to find any publication or modification
dates present on the source. This provides a more complete picture.
Typically, the order is: publication/modification date, then access date.

Format Correctly

Ensure you use the correct date format: Month Day, Year. Be mindful of the
abbreviations for months if you are using the bibliography. For notes, the
format can sometimes be more flexible, but consistency is key.

Prioritize Stability When Available

If a source has a stable identifier like a DOI or a permanent URL, prioritize
citing that. The access date still serves as a useful backup, but the stable
identifier is often the primary locator.

When in Doubt, Include It

If you are unsure whether an online source requires an access date, it is
generally safer to include it. This errs on the side of caution and provides
more information for your reader.

Review Your Style Guide

Always consult the most recent edition of The Chicago Manual of Style or your
instructor's or publisher's specific guidelines. While the principles are
generally consistent, minor updates or specific institutional preferences can
exist.

By following these guidelines, you can ensure that your Chicago citations,
particularly those involving online resources, are comprehensive, accurate,
and maximally helpful to your readers in locating and verifying the
information you have used.












FAQ: Chicago Citation Examples for Date Accessed

Q: Why is the "date accessed" important in Chicago
style?

A: The "date accessed" is crucial for online sources because web content can
change or disappear. Including this date acts as a timestamp, indicating when

you viewed the source, allowing readers to verify your information even if
the original content is altered or removed.

Q: Do I need to include the "date accessed" for all
online sources?

A: Generally, the "date accessed" is required for online sources whose
content is volatile or likely to change, such as web pages, blog posts, news
articles, and social media. It is less critical for online versions of
permanently published materials like e-books or stable online archives,
although still often recommended.

Q: How should the "date accessed" be formatted in a
Chicago style note?

A: In a Chicago style note, the "date accessed" is typically placed at the
end of the citation, after the URL or DOI, and formatted as Month Day, Year
(e.g., Accessed October 26, 2023).

Q: What is the difference in citing the "date
accessed" between Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date
Chicago styles?

A: In the Notes-Bibliography system, the access date is included in
footnotes/endnotes and the bibliography. In the Author-Date system, it's

typically included in the reference list entry following the publication
information and URL/DOI.

Q: Should I include the "date accessed" for online

journal articles from databases like JSTOR?
A: While not always strictly mandatory if a stable DOI or permalink is
available, it is highly recommended to include the "date accessed" for online

journal articles, especially if you accessed them through a database that
could potentially change its interface or content.

Q: What if the online source has a "last modified" or



"updated" date?

A: If a source has a "last modified" or "updated" date, you should include
that information before the "date accessed." This provides the most accurate
picture of when the content was last officially changed, followed by when you
viewed it.

Q: Can I omit the "date accessed" if the website

looks professional and well-maintained?
A: The professional appearance of a website does not guarantee its stability.
It's best practice to include the "date accessed" for any online resource

that is not part of a permanently archived publication, as even professional
sites can undergo updates or content removal.
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