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Mastering Chicago Citation Examples for Books

chicago citation examples for books are essential for anyone working with academic research, essays,
dissertations, or any scholarly work. The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct citation
systems: Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date. Understanding these systems and their specific requirements for
citing books is crucial for avoiding plagiarism and giving proper credit to sources. This comprehensive guide will
delve into the intricacies of Chicago-style book citations, covering common scenarios and providing clear,
actionable examples. We will explore the essential components of a book citation, the differences between the
two systems, and detailed breakdowns for various book types, ensuring you can confidently cite any book you
encounter in your research.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style Citation Systems

The Chicago Manual of Style provides two primary methods for citing sources, and both are widely accepted in
academic disciplines. The first is the Notes-Bibliography system, which is often favored in humanities disciplines
like literature, history, and art. In this system, full citations are provided in footnotes or endnotes, and a
condensed version appears in a bibliography at the end of the work. The second is the Author-Date system, more
common in the social sciences and natural sciences. This system uses parenthetical in-text citations that
include the author's last name and the year of publication, with a corresponding reference list at the end. While
the formats for the notes/bibliographical entries differ between the two systems, the core information required
for a book citation remains largely consistent.

Core Components of a Chicago Book Citation

Regardless of which Chicago citation system you employ, certain fundamental pieces of information are
necessary to accurately identify and locate a book. These elements ensure that your readers can find the exact
source you consulted. Meticulous attention to these details is paramount for academic integrity.

Author(s) or Editor(s): The name(s) of the person or people responsible for the work's content.

Title and Subtitle: The full title of the book, including any subtitles, as they appear on the title page.



Publication Information: This includes the place of publication (city), the publisher's name, and the year
of publication.

Page Numbers (for specific citations): When citing a particular passage, the specific page number(s) are
essential.

Editor(s) or Translator(s) (if applicable): If the book is an edited collection or translated, these roles
must be noted.

Edition (if not the first): If you are citing a specific edition other than the original, this must be indicated.

Chicago Notes-Bibliography System: In-Text Citations

In the Notes-Bibliography system, in-text citations are handled through numbered footnotes or endnotes. Each
note corresponds to a number placed in the text, typically after the relevant punctuation. The first time a
source is cited in a note, the citation is usually presented in full. Subsequent citations of the same source are
abbreviated. This method allows for detailed commentary or explanation to be placed unobtrusively at the
bottom of the page or at the end of the document, keeping the main text clean and focused.

First Note Citation

The first time you cite a book in a footnote or endnote, you provide a comprehensive citation. This includes the
author's first and last name, the title of the book (italicized), publication information, and the specific page
number(s) you are referencing. For example:

1. Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison, trans. Alan Sheridan (New York: Vintage
Books, 1995), 31.

Subsequent Note Citations

For any subsequent citation of the same book in your notes, you can use a shortened format. This typically
includes the author's last name, a shortened version of the title, and the page number. The full title is not
repeated, making the notes more concise and less repetitive. For example:

2. Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 178.

If you cite the same work consecutively, you can use the Latin abbreviation "Ibid." (meaning "in the same place").

3. Foucault, Discipline and Punish, 210.

4. Ibid., 211.

Chicago Notes-Bibliography System: Bibliography Entries

The bibliography, which appears at the end of your paper, provides a complete alphabetical list of all the
sources cited in your notes. Unlike the notes, the author's last name comes first, followed by their first name.
The formatting in the bibliography is also slightly different from the notes. The title is still italicized, but the
punctuation and order of elements may vary. This section serves as a comprehensive reference for your readers.



Bibliography Entry for a Book

A standard bibliography entry for a book in the Notes-Bibliography system follows a specific structure. The
author's full name is listed, followed by the title of the book in italics, and then the publication details. The
entry ends with a period.

Foucault, Michel. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. Translated by Alan Sheridan. New York:
Vintage Books, 1995.

Chicago Author-Date System: In-Text Citations

In the Author-Date system, in-text citations are brief and appear parenthetically within the body of your text.
These citations typically include the author's last name and the year of publication. If you are quoting
directly, the page number is also included within the parentheses. This system allows readers to quickly identify
the source of information without interrupting the flow of the text with extensive footnotes.

Parenthetical Citations

When you incorporate information or ideas from a source, you follow it with a parenthetical citation. This
practice is crucial for giving credit and enabling readers to locate the full entry in your reference list. For
instance:

The concept of disciplinary power fundamentally reshaped societal control (Foucault 1995, 31).

If the author's name is mentioned in the sentence, you only need to include the year and page number.

Foucault (1995) argues that disciplinary power reshaped societal control (31).

Chicago Author-Date System: Reference List Entries

The reference list, akin to a bibliography, is an alphabetical list of all the sources cited in your paper. Each
entry in the reference list is complete and contains all the necessary information for a reader to find the
original source. The formatting in the Author-Date system's reference list is distinct from its notes-based
counterpart, particularly in the placement of the publication year.

Reference List Entry for a Book

The structure for a reference list entry in the Author-Date system is designed for quick identification. The
author's last name is listed first, followed by their first name or initials. The publication year is placed in
parentheses immediately after the author's name. The title of the book follows, and then the publication
details.

Foucault, Michel. 1995. Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. Translated by Alan Sheridan. New York:
Vintage Books.

Chicago Citation Examples for Books: Specific Scenarios

The general principles for citing books are straightforward, but you will encounter various types of books



throughout your research. Each scenario requires slight adjustments to ensure accuracy and adherence to the
Chicago Manual of Style. Mastering these specific examples will enhance your citation proficiency.

Books with Single Authors

This is the most common scenario. The citation focuses on the primary author's name and the book's identifying
details.

Notes-Bibliography System

Footnote/Endnote: 1. John Smith, The History of Ideas (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020),
15.

Bibliography: Smith, John. The History of Ideas. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2020.

Author-Date System

In-Text: (Smith 2020, 15)

Reference List: Smith, John. 2020. The History of Ideas. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Books with Multiple Authors

When a book has two or three authors, list all of their names. For four or more authors, list the first
author's name followed by "et al." (and others).

Notes-Bibliography System

Footnote/Endnote (Two Authors): 1. Jane Doe and John Roe, Collaborative Research Methods (London:
Routledge, 2018), 45.

Bibliography (Two Authors): Doe, Jane, and John Roe. Collaborative Research Methods. London:
Routledge, 2018.

Footnote/Endnote (Three Authors): 1. Alice Brown, Bob Green, and Carol White, Advanced Statistics
Explained (New York: Academic Press, 2019), 112.

Bibliography (Three Authors): Brown, Alice, Bob Green, and Carol White. Advanced Statistics
Explained. New York: Academic Press, 2019.

Footnote/Endnote (Four or More Authors): 1. David Lee et al., The Future of Technology (Boston: MIT
Press, 2021), 201.

Bibliography (Four or More Authors): Lee, David, Emily Chen, Frank Rodriguez, and Gina Kim. The Future of
Technology. Boston: MIT Press, 2021. (Note: For the bibliography, CMOS suggests listing all authors
if there are up to ten. If there are more than ten, list the first seven followed by "et al.")



Author-Date System

In-Text (Two Authors): (Doe and Roe 2018, 45)

Reference List (Two Authors): Doe, Jane, and John Roe. 2018. Collaborative Research Methods. London:
Routledge.

In-Text (Three Authors): (Brown, Green, and White 2019, 112)

Reference List (Three Authors): Brown, Alice, Bob Green, and Carol White. 2019. Advanced Statistics
Explained. New York: Academic Press.

In-Text (Four or More Authors): (Lee et al. 2021, 201)

Reference List (Four or More Authors): Lee, David, Emily Chen, Frank Rodriguez, and Gina Kim. 2021. The
Future of Technology. Boston: MIT Press. (Same note about listing authors as above applies.)

Edited Books

When citing a book that has been compiled and edited by someone else, the editor's role is highlighted.

Notes-Bibliography System

Footnote/Endnote: 1. Mary Johnson, ed., Essays on Modern Literature (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2017), 88.

Bibliography: Johnson, Mary, ed. Essays on Modern Literature. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2017.

Author-Date System

In-Text: (Johnson 2017, 88)

Reference List: Johnson, Mary, ed. 2017. Essays on Modern Literature. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Books with a Translator

If a book you are citing was originally written in another language and you are using a translated version,
you must include the translator's name.

Notes-Bibliography System

Footnote/Endnote: 1. Gabriel Garc�a M�rquez, One Hundred Years of Solitude, trans. Gregory Rabassa
(New York: HarperPerennial Modern Classics, 2006), 25.

Bibliography: M�rquez, Gabriel Garc�a. One Hundred Years of Solitude. Translated by Gregory Rabassa.
New York: HarperPerennial Modern Classics, 2006.



Author-Date System

In-Text: (M�rquez 2006, 25)

Reference List: M�rquez, Gabriel Garc�a. 2006. One Hundred Years of Solitude. Translated by Gregory
Rabassa. New York: HarperPerennial Modern Classics.

Books with an Editor and Translator

In cases where a book has both an editor and a translator (common for older works or collected editions),
both roles are acknowledged.

Notes-Bibliography System

Footnote/Endnote: 1. Homer, The Odyssey, trans. Robert Fagles, ed. Bernard Knox (New York: Penguin
Classics, 1996), 150.

Bibliography: Homer. The Odyssey. Translated by Robert Fagles. Edited by Bernard Knox. New York:
Penguin Classics, 1996.

Author-Date System

In-Text: (Homer 1996, 150)

Reference List: Homer. 1996. The Odyssey. Translated by Robert Fagles. Edited by Bernard Knox. New
York: Penguin Classics.

Anthologies or Collections

When citing a work that is part of a larger collection, like an anthology of essays or short stories, you need
to cite the specific essay or story as well as the collection.

Notes-Bibliography System

Footnote/Endnote (citing an essay): 1. Ursula K. Le Guin, "The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas," in
The Compass Rose, ed. Ursula K. Le Guin (New York: HarperCollins, 1982), 3.

Bibliography (citing an essay): Le Guin, Ursula K. "The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas." In The
Compass Rose, edited by Ursula K. Le Guin, 3-13. New York: HarperCollins, 1982.

Author-Date System



In-Text (citing an essay): (Le Guin 1982, 3)

Reference List (citing an essay): Le Guin, Ursula K. 1982. "The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas." In
The Compass Rose, edited by Ursula K. Le Guin, 3-13. New York: HarperCollins.

Books with Forewords, Introductions, or Prefaces

If you are citing material from a foreword, introduction, or preface written by someone other than the main
author, you need to attribute it correctly.

Notes-Bibliography System

Footnote/Endnote: 1. Edward Said, foreword to Orientalism, by Edward Said (New York: Vintage Books,
1979), ix.

Bibliography: Said, Edward. Foreword to Orientalism, by Edward Said, ix-xx. New York: Vintage Books,
1979.

Author-Date System

In-Text: (Said 1979, ix)

Reference List: Said, Edward. 1979. Foreword to Orientalism, by Edward Said, ix-xx. New York: Vintage
Books.

Ebooks and Online Books

Citing ebooks requires providing access information, especially if there isn't a stable DOI.

Notes-Bibliography System

Footnote/Endnote (with DOI): 1. David Crystal, English as a Global Language, 2nd ed. (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2003), chap. 2, doi:10.1017/CBO9781139524449.

Footnote/Endnote (without DOI, with URL): 1. Neil Gaiman, American Gods (New York: HarperCollins,
2001), Kindle edition. Accessed January 15, 2024. http://www.example.com/americangods.

Bibliography: Crystal, David. English as a Global Language. 2nd ed. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 2003. doi:10.1017/CBO9781139524449.

Bibliography (with URL): Gaiman, Neil. American Gods. New York: HarperCollins, 2001. Kindle edition.
Accessed January 15, 2024. http://www.example.com/americangods.



Author-Date System

In-Text (with DOI): (Crystal 2003, chap. 2)

In-Text (with URL): (Gaiman 2001)

Reference List: Crystal, David. 2003. English as a Global Language. 2nd ed. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press. doi:10.1017/CBO9781139524449.

Reference List: Gaiman, Neil. 2001. American Gods. New York: HarperCollins. Kindle edition. Accessed
January 15, 2024. http://www.example.com/americangods.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the primary difference between the Notes-Bibliography and
Author-Date Chicago citation styles?
A: The primary difference lies in how in-text citations are presented. The Notes-Bibliography system uses
footnotes or endnotes, while the Author-Date system uses parenthetical citations within the text. Both
systems culminate in a comprehensive list of sources at the end of the work (bibliography or reference list,
respectively).

Q: When should I use the Notes-Bibliography system versus the Author-
Date system?
A: The Notes-Bibliography system is generally preferred in the humanities (e.g., literature, history, art history),
while the Author-Date system is more common in the social sciences and natural sciences. Your instructor or
publisher's guidelines should dictate which system to use.

Q: Do I need to include the publisher's location in a Chicago book citation?
A: Yes, for both Notes-Bibliography and Author-Date systems, the city of publication is a required element for
book citations. If the city is not well-known, you may include the state or country.

Q: How do I cite a book that has been reprinted?
A: When citing a reprinted book, you should typically include the original publication year and the reprinted
edition's publication year. For example, in the Notes-Bibliography system: First cite: Author, Title (Original
Year; Reprint Year, Publisher), Page. Bibliography: Author. Title. Original Year; Reprint Year. Publisher. For
Author-Date: (Author Original Year, Reprint Year, Page) in text, and Author. Original Year. Title. Reprint
Year. Publisher. in the reference list.

Q: What if a book has no author?
A: If a book has no individual author, you typically cite it by the title of the work. In the Notes-Bibliography
system, the title would appear first in the note and bibliography entry. In the Author-Date system, the title
would come first in the reference list entry, and the in-text citation would use the title (often shortened) and
year.



Q: How do I cite a specific chapter in an edited book?
A: You cite the chapter's author and title, and then the editor(s) and title of the overall book, along with
page numbers for the chapter. The specific formatting varies slightly between the Notes-Bibliography and
Author-Date systems, but the core information remains consistent.

Q: Is it necessary to include the edition number in Chicago citations for
books?
A: Yes, if the book is not the first edition, you must include the edition number. This is crucial for accuracy, as
subsequent editions may contain revisions or updates. For example, "2nd ed." or "revised edition."
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