
chicago citation examples for bc
Chicago Citation Examples for BC: A Comprehensive Guide for Academic Integrity

chicago citation examples for bc are essential for students and researchers working
with this widely adopted citation style, particularly when dealing with historical or
biographical contexts often abbreviated as "bc." Understanding how to correctly format
your citations in Chicago style, specifically for sources referencing the Common Era or
Before Christ, is crucial for maintaining academic integrity and ensuring your work is
credible. This guide will delve into the nuances of Chicago author-date and notes-
bibliography systems, providing clear examples for various source types, including books,
articles, and online resources relevant to bc citations. We will cover the core principles of
in-text citations, bibliographical entries, and common pitfalls to avoid.
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Understanding Chicago Style: Author-Date vs.
Notes-Bibliography

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct citation systems: the author-date
system and the notes-bibliography system. While both aim to provide clear attribution,
their application differs significantly. The author-date system, often favored in the social
sciences and natural sciences, uses parenthetical in-text citations that include the author's
last name and year of publication, with a corresponding entry in a reference list at the end
of the paper. The notes-bibliography system, more common in the humanities, employs
footnotes or endnotes for in-text citations, with a bibliography at the end that provides full
details of all cited sources. Both systems are equally valid, but consistency in application is
paramount for effective scholarly communication, especially when incorporating
information related to historical periods denoted by "bc" or "ad."

The Author-Date System and BC Citations

In the author-date system, the focus is on brevity within the text, directing the reader
immediately to the full bibliographic information. When citing sources that include "bc"
(Before Christ) or "ad" (Anno Domini), these designations are typically included directly



after the year of publication in the in-text citation and the reference list entry. This
ensures clarity and precision, especially when dealing with ancient history or archaeology
where these chronological markers are fundamental. For example, a citation might look
like (Smith 2023 bc) or (Jones 500 ad).

The Notes-Bibliography System and BC Citations

The notes-bibliography system allows for more discursive notes, which can be useful for
providing additional context or commentary. In this system, the in-text citation is a
superscript number. The corresponding footnote or endnote will contain the full citation
details. Similar to the author-date system, "bc" and "ad" notations are crucial and are
integrated into the publication details of the note and the bibliography entry. For instance,
a note might reference a work published in 1000 bc, ensuring the temporal context is
immediately apparent to the reader.

Core Principles of Chicago BC Citations

Regardless of the system chosen, adhering to core principles ensures that your Chicago
citations for BC references are accurate and helpful. The primary goal is to enable your
readers to easily locate the original source of your information. This involves providing
sufficient detail for identification, including author, title, publication date, and publisher.
When dealing with "bc" dates, clarity is paramount, and the standard abbreviations are
consistently used. Precision in transcription of these details is key to avoiding reader
confusion and maintaining the integrity of your research.

Consistency is Key

One of the most critical aspects of any citation style is consistency. Once you have chosen
between the author-date and notes-bibliography system, stick with it throughout your
entire paper. Inconsistent citation practices can lead to confusion for your readers and
may even result in penalties for academic misconduct. Ensure that the format for "bc"
dates is applied uniformly across all your in-text citations, footnotes/endnotes, and
bibliographical entries. This meticulous attention to detail demonstrates your commitment
to scholarly rigor.

Accuracy in Dates and Designations

The accuracy of dates, especially those involving "bc" and "ad," is non-negotiable. Double-
check the exact year and ensure the correct abbreviation is used. While "BC" and "AD" are
commonly understood, the more inclusive and academically preferred terms are "BCE"
(Before Common Era) and "CE" (Common Era). Chicago style generally permits the use of
either, but it is vital to be consistent within your document. If a source uses "BC," and you



are citing it, you may retain that notation, but if you are providing your own chronological
reference, consider using "BCE."

Citing Books with BC References

Books are fundamental sources in academic research, and citing them correctly in Chicago
style, especially when they pertain to periods designated by "bc," requires attention to
detail. The specific format will vary slightly depending on whether you are using the
author-date or notes-bibliography system.

Author-Date System: Books

For the author-date system, an in-text citation for a book will typically include the author's
last name, the year of publication, and the page number. If the publication year itself is a
"bc" date, it is included directly after the year. The corresponding reference list entry will
provide full bibliographic details.

Example (In-text):

(Thompson 1995 bc, 45)

(Everett 1500 ad, 112)

Example (Reference List):

Thompson, Eleanor. 1995 bc. Ancient Civilizations of the Fertile Crescent. New York:
Historical Press.

Everett, Samuel. 1500 ad. The Dawn of Empires. London: Empire Books.

Notes-Bibliography System: Books

In the notes-bibliography system, the footnote or endnote will contain the full citation. The
bibliography entry will mirror this but may be slightly condensed. Again, the "bc" or "ad"
notation is integral to the publication year.

Example (Footnote/Endnote):

1. Eleanor Thompson, Ancient Civilizations of the Fertile Crescent (New York:



Historical Press, 1995 bc), 45.

2. Samuel Everett, The Dawn of Empires (London: Empire Books, 1500 ad), 112.

Example (Bibliography):

Thompson, Eleanor. Ancient Civilizations of the Fertile Crescent. New York:
Historical Press, 1995 bc.

Everett, Samuel. The Dawn of Empires. London: Empire Books, 1500 ad.

Citing Journal Articles with BC References

Journal articles are crucial for accessing the latest research. Properly citing them,
especially when the subject matter involves "bc" periods, ensures that your readers can
track down the specific findings.

Author-Date System: Journal Articles

In-text citations for journal articles in the author-date system follow the same pattern as
books, with the author, year (including bc/ad), and page number. The reference list entry
includes more details, such as the journal title, volume, and issue number.

Example (In-text):

(Davies 2001 bc, 78)

(Miller 300 ad, 210)

Example (Reference List):

Davies, Rhys. 2001 bc. "Early Metallurgy in Mesopotamia." Journal of Ancient
Studies 15, no. 2 (2001 bc): 75-92.

Miller, Sarah. 300 ad. "Roman Expansion in the East." Classical Quarterly 45, no. 1
(300 ad): 205-225.



Notes-Bibliography System: Journal Articles

Footnotes/endnotes and bibliography entries for journal articles in the notes-bibliography
system are similar, with the "bc" or "ad" designation included with the publication year.

Example (Footnote/Endnote):

3. Rhys Davies, "Early Metallurgy in Mesopotamia," Journal of Ancient Studies 15,
no. 2 (2001 bc): 75-92, esp. 78.

4. Sarah Miller, "Roman Expansion in the East," Classical Quarterly 45, no. 1 (300
ad): 205-225, accessed November 15, 2023, doi:10.1017/s000983060000456x.

Example (Bibliography):

Davies, Rhys. "Early Metallurgy in Mesopotamia." Journal of Ancient Studies 15, no.
2 (2001 bc): 75-92.

Miller, Sarah. "Roman Expansion in the East." Classical Quarterly 45, no. 1 (300 ad):
205-225. Accessed November 15, 2023. doi:10.1017/s000983060000456x.

Citing Online Resources and Websites with BC
References

The digital age presents unique challenges for citation, especially when referencing online
materials that discuss historical periods marked by "bc." Chicago style provides guidelines
for these, ensuring clarity and verifiability.

Author-Date System: Online Resources

When citing websites or online articles, the author-date system requires the author (if
known), the year of publication or last update, and often a URL. If the content pertains to
a "bc" period, the chronological marker is crucial.

Example (In-text):

(Archaeology Society 2018 bc)

(History Hub 500 ad)



Example (Reference List):

Archaeology Society. 2018 bc. "The Bronze Age Collapse." Accessed November 15,
2023. https://www.archaeologysociety.org/bronzeagecollapse.

History Hub. 500 ad. "Daily Life in Medieval Europe." Last modified October 20,
2022. https://www.historyhub.com/medieval-life.

Notes-Bibliography System: Online Resources

In the notes-bibliography system, footnotes or endnotes for online resources will include
the author (if known), title of the specific page or article, the website name, the
publication or last updated date (including bc/ad if applicable), and the URL. The
bibliography entry follows a similar structure.

Example (Footnote/Endnote):

5. "The Bronze Age Collapse," Archaeology Society, published 2018 bc, accessed
November 15, 2023, https://www.archaeologysociety.org/bronzeagecollapse.

6. "Daily Life in Medieval Europe," History Hub, last modified October 20, 2022,
accessed November 15, 2023, https://www.historyhub.com/medieval-life.

Example (Bibliography):

"The Bronze Age Collapse." Archaeology Society. Published 2018 bc. Accessed
November 15, 2023. https://www.archaeologysociety.org/bronzeagecollapse.

"Daily Life in Medieval Europe." History Hub. Last modified October 20, 2022.
Accessed November 15, 2023. https://www.historyhub.com/medieval-life.

In-Text Citation Examples for BC

In-text citations are the brief references within your text that point to your sources. For
Chicago style, especially when dealing with "bc" dates, ensuring these are clear and
concise is paramount.



Author-Date System In-Text Examples

The author-date system is characterized by parenthetical citations. When the source itself
is dated in "bc," the abbreviation is included directly after the year.

The earliest evidence of agriculture dates to approximately 8000 bc (Smith 2020 bc).

Scholars debate the exact timeline of the Roman Republic, but many place its
founding around 509 bc (Jones 2019).

Construction on Stonehenge likely began in the early Neolithic period, around 3000
bc (Williams 2021 bc, 112).

The impact of the Alexandrian Empire on Eastern culture is undeniable (Brown 100
ad, 45).

Notes-Bibliography System In-Text Examples

In the notes-bibliography system, in-text citations are indicated by superscript numbers,
which correspond to footnotes or endnotes containing the full citation details. If the source
is dated "bc," this information will be present in the note.

The practice of mummification in ancient Egypt became widespread by 2600 bc.1

Further archaeological findings suggest a more complex societal structure than
previously believed.2

1. Thomas Green, Mummification Rituals of the Old Kingdom (Cairo: Nile University Press,
2600 bc), 78.
2. Green, Mummification Rituals, 85.

Bibliography/Reference List Examples for BC

The bibliography or reference list provides a comprehensive alphabetical list of all sources
cited in your work. For Chicago style and "bc" references, this is where the full publication
details, including the chronological designation, are presented.



Author-Date System Bibliography Examples

The reference list in the author-date system is a single alphabetical list of all sources. The
"bc" or "ad" designation is placed after the publication year.

Clark, David. 1980 bc. The Sumerian Economy. London: Ancient World Publishing.

Davis, Sarah. 400 ad. Byzantine Art and Architecture. New York: Renaissance Books.

Johnson, Robert. 2015. Archaeological Excavations at Ur. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press.

Miller, Emily. 1200 bc. "Pottery Styles of the Early Bronze Age." Journal of
Archaeological Science 25, no. 1 (1200 bc): 35-50.

Notes-Bibliography System Bibliography Examples

The bibliography in the notes-bibliography system also presents sources alphabetically.
The structure is similar to the author-date reference list, with the "bc" or "ad" date
included.

Clark, David. The Sumerian Economy. London: Ancient World Publishing, 1980 bc.

Davis, Sarah. Byzantine Art and Architecture. New York: Renaissance Books, 400 ad.

Johnson, Robert. Archaeological Excavations at Ur. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2015.

Miller, Emily. "Pottery Styles of the Early Bronze Age." Journal of Archaeological
Science 25, no. 1 (1200 bc): 35-50.

Common Challenges and Solutions in BC Citation

Navigating the specifics of Chicago citation, particularly when dealing with ancient
historical periods denoted by "bc," can present challenges. Understanding these common
issues and their solutions can significantly improve the accuracy and clarity of your
academic work.



Dating Ambiguities

One frequent challenge arises from the inherent ambiguities in dating ancient events.
While sources may provide specific "bc" years, archaeological evidence or historical
interpretations can sometimes vary. When this occurs, it is best to accurately reflect the
dating as presented in your source. If you are synthesizing information from multiple
sources with differing dates, consider briefly acknowledging this discrepancy in your text
or in a footnote, rather than presenting a single definitive date that might be contested.

Consistency in BCE/CE vs. BC/AD

As mentioned earlier, the choice between "BCE/CE" and "BC/AD" can be a point of
confusion. Chicago style generally permits either, but consistency is paramount. If your
field or institution has a preferred convention, adhere to that. Otherwise, make a
conscious decision at the outset of your project and apply it uniformly throughout. If a
source you are citing uses "BC," it is usually acceptable to retain that notation in your
citation to accurately represent the original source.

Locating Publication Dates for Ancient Texts

A particular hurdle can be citing ancient texts whose publication dates are difficult to
ascertain or are symbolic rather than literal. For primary sources like ancient
philosophical works or religious texts, the "publication date" often refers to the estimated
date of composition or compilation. In such cases, Chicago style encourages providing the
most accurate available date of composition or translation, clearly noting any uncertainty.
For example, "ca. 4th century bc" or "composed c. 1000 bc."

Online Sources with Outdated or Missing Dates

Online resources, especially those discussing historical topics, may have inconsistent or
missing date information. If a website lacks a clear publication or last updated date,
consult the "Wayback Machine" or similar archival tools if possible. If no reliable date can
be found, it is acceptable to use "n.d." (no date) in your citation, but try to provide as much
identifying information as possible about the website and author to compensate for the
missing temporal data.

---

Q: What is the difference between BC and BCE in



Chicago citation examples?
A: In Chicago citation examples, "BC" stands for Before Christ, and "BCE" stands for
Before Common Era. Both refer to the same period of time preceding the year 1 CE.
Chicago style generally permits the use of either, but consistency within a document is
crucial. Many scholars and institutions prefer BCE as it is considered more inclusive and
secular.

Q: How do I cite a book with a "bc" publication date in
the Chicago author-date system?
A: In the Chicago author-date system, you would include the author's last name, the "bc"
publication year, and the page number in parentheses within the text, like (Author 100 bc,
50). In the reference list, the format would be: Author, Last Name. Publication Year bc.
Title of Book. City: Publisher.

Q: What is the correct way to format a footnote for a
journal article published in "bc" in the Chicago notes-
bibliography system?
A: In the Chicago notes-bibliography system, the footnote would appear as: Author, First
Name Last Name, "Title of Article," Title of Journal Volume, no. Issue (Publication Year
bc): Page Number. For example: Jane Doe, "Ancient Trade Routes," Journal of Historical
Studies 10, no. 2 (500 bc): 75.

Q: Can I use "ad" or "CE" interchangeably in Chicago
citation examples for BC?
A: While both "AD" (Anno Domini) and "CE" (Common Era) refer to the period after the
year 1, and "BC" and "BCE" refer to the period before, it is essential to maintain
consistency within your document. Choose one convention (e.g., BCE and CE) and use it
throughout for all dates.

Q: How should I cite an ancient text whose exact
composition date is unknown but is known to be in "bc"?
A: When the exact composition date of an ancient text is unknown but falls within a "bc"
period, Chicago style recommends using approximations such as "ca." (circa) or "c."
followed by the estimated year or century. For example, a citation might include "ca. 1000
bc" or "c. 5th century bc," and this should be reflected in both in-text citations and
bibliography entries.



Q: What if my source uses "BC" and I want to use "BCE"
in my Chicago citation?
A: While you should strive for consistency, if a source you are directly quoting or
referencing uses "BC," it is generally permissible to retain that notation to accurately
reflect the original. However, if you are paraphrasing or discussing general historical
periods, it is advisable to adopt the "BCE" convention for consistency with your own
document's style.

Q: How do I handle multiple authors for a source
published in "bc" in Chicago style?
A: For multiple authors in Chicago style, the treatment depends on the number of authors
and the citation system. For two authors, list both names (e.g., Smith and Jones 200 bc).
For three or more authors in the author-date system, list the first author followed by "et
al." (e.g., Smith et al. 200 bc). In the notes-bibliography system, the first note lists all
authors, while subsequent notes and the bibliography may use "et al." for three or more
authors. The "bc" date is placed after the publication year in all instances.
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