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Understanding Chicago Citation Examples for Articles

chicago citation examples for articles are essential for academic and professional writing to
ensure proper attribution and avoid plagiarism. The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two
distinct citation systems: the notes-bibliography system and the author-date system. This
comprehensive guide delves into the nuances of citing various types of articles using both Chicago
styles, providing clear, detailed examples for journal articles, magazine articles, newspaper articles,
and more. Mastering these examples will equip you with the confidence to accurately cite your
sources, enhancing the credibility and integrity of your written work. We will explore the specific
components required for each type of citation, the differences between in-text citations and
bibliographical entries, and common pitfalls to avoid.
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Understanding the Chicago Manual of Style

The Chicago Manual of Style is a widely respected style guide that provides comprehensive rules for
writing, citation, and editing in the United States. It is particularly prevalent in the humanities and
social sciences. Two primary citation systems are outlined within CMOS: the notes-bibliography
system and the author-date system. Understanding when to use each system is crucial for adhering
to academic or publication-specific requirements.

The Notes-Bibliography System Explained

The notes-bibliography system, often preferred in fields like history and literature, utilizes footnotes
or endnotes to provide source information within the text. A corresponding bibliography at the end
of the work lists all cited sources alphabetically. This system allows for detailed annotations and
commentary alongside the citations, offering a richer context for the reader.



The Author-Date System Explained

The author-date system, commonly found in the sciences and social sciences, employs parenthetical
in-text citations consisting of the author's last name and the year of publication. A reference list at
the end of the document provides full source details, arranged alphabetically by author's last name.
This method is often favored for its conciseness and ease of tracking sources within the text.

Chicago Notes-Bibliography System: Citing Articles

When employing the notes-bibliography system in Chicago style, accuracy and completeness are
paramount for both the footnote/endnote and the bibliography entry. The specific information
required will vary slightly depending on the type of article being cited, but the core elements remain
consistent.

Footnote/Endnote Format for Articles

Footnotes and endnotes provide immediate access to source information without disrupting the flow
of the text. These are typically numbered consecutively throughout the document, with the
corresponding full citation appearing at the bottom of the page (footnote) or at the end of the
document (endnote).

Journal Article Footnote/Endnote Example

For a journal article, the footnote or endnote will include the author's first and last name, the title of
the article in quotation marks, the title of the journal in italics, the volume and issue number, the
year of publication, and the page number(s) of the article. If available, a DOI (Digital Object
Identifier) should also be included.

Example: 1. Jane Doe, "The Evolution of Digital Art," Journal of Contemporary Art 25, no. 3
(2022): 45-62, https://doi.org/10.xxxx/xxxxxx.

Magazine Article Footnote/Endnote Example

Magazine article citations in notes will also feature the author's name, the article title in quotation
marks, the magazine title in italics, the date of publication, and the page number(s). Because
magazines often have less formal pagination and are published more frequently, the date is crucial
for identification.

Example: 2. John Smith, "The Future of Renewable Energy," Modern Technology Magazine,
October 2023, 32-38.



Newspaper Article Footnote/Endnote Example

Citing newspaper articles requires the author's name (if provided), the article title in quotation
marks, the newspaper title in italics, the full date of publication, and the page number(s). For online
newspaper articles, the URL may also be included.

Example: 3. Emily White, "City Council Approves New Zoning Laws," The Chicago Tribune,
November 15, 2023, A1.

Bibliography Format for Articles

The bibliography presents a consolidated list of all sources used in the paper, alphabetized by the
author's last name. The format for bibliography entries is similar to footnotes but with key
differences, such as the author's last name appearing first and the use of periods instead of commas
to separate elements.

Journal Article Bibliography Example

The bibliography entry for a journal article follows a structured format designed for easy retrieval. It
emphasizes the author, the article title, the journal title, publication details, and the page range for
the entire article.

Example: Doe, Jane. "The Evolution of Digital Art." Journal of Contemporary Art 25, no. 3
(2022): 45-62. https://doi.org/10.xxxx/xxxxxx.

Magazine Article Bibliography Example

The bibliography entry for a magazine article is concise, providing essential details for locating the
source. The author's name, article title, magazine title, publication date, and page range are the
critical components.

Example: Smith, John. "The Future of Renewable Energy." Modern Technology Magazine,
October 2023. 32-38.

Newspaper Article Bibliography Example

Newspaper citations in the bibliography are formatted to clearly indicate the publication and the
specific article. This includes the author, article title, newspaper title, publication date, and relevant



page information.

Example: White, Emily. "City Council Approves New Zoning Laws." The Chicago Tribune,
November 15, 2023. A1.

Chicago Author-Date System: Citing Articles

The author-date system in Chicago style offers a more streamlined approach to in-text citations,
relying on parenthetical references to guide readers to the corresponding reference list.

In-Text Citation Format

In-text citations in the author-date system typically include the author's last name and the year of
publication, followed by page numbers if a specific passage is being referenced. These citations are
placed within the narrative of the text.

Journal Article In-Text Example

For journal articles, the parenthetical citation will consist of the author's last name and the year. If
quoting directly or referencing a specific point, the page number is also included.

Example: (Doe 2022, 48)

Magazine Article In-Text Example

Magazine articles are cited using the author's last name and the year of publication. Given the
potentially shorter lead times for magazines, the year is the primary identifier, though the month
might be included in the reference list.

Example: (Smith 2023)

Newspaper Article In-Text Example

Newspaper articles are cited by author and year. If the author is not available, the title or a
shortened version of the title may be used. The specific date can be essential for tracking timely
news.



Example: (White 2023)

Reference List Format

The reference list in the author-date system compiles all sources cited in the text, arranged
alphabetically by author's last name. The formatting here closely mirrors the bibliography in the
notes-bibliography system, but the in-text citations are the primary point of connection.

Journal Article Reference List Example

The reference list entry for a journal article in author-date Chicago style is similar to the notes-
bibliography format, but the year immediately follows the author's name.

Example: Doe, Jane. 2022. "The Evolution of Digital Art." Journal of Contemporary Art 25, no.
3: 45-62. https://doi.org/10.xxxx/xxxxxx.

Magazine Article Reference List Example

Magazine article entries in the reference list will include the author, year, article title, magazine
title, publication date, and page numbers.

Example: Smith, John. 2023. "The Future of Renewable Energy." Modern Technology
Magazine, October: 32-38.

Newspaper Article Reference List Example

Newspaper article reference list entries are structured for clarity, including author, year, article
title, newspaper title, and publication date.

Example: White, Emily. 2023. "City Council Approves New Zoning Laws." The Chicago
Tribune, November 15. A1.

Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Style

Journal articles are a cornerstone of academic research, and their precise citation is crucial. The
Chicago Manual of Style provides specific guidelines for different types of journal articles, whether



they are peer-reviewed, scholarly, or popular.

Scholarly/Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles

These articles undergo rigorous review by experts in the field. The citation must reflect their
academic standing by including all necessary bibliographic details for accurate identification and
retrieval.

Notes-Bibliography System for Scholarly Journals

Footnote/Endnote: First Author Last Name, "Article Title," Journal Title Volume, no. Issue
(Year): Page Numbers. DOI (if available).

Bibliography: Author Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume, no. Issue
(Year): Page Numbers. DOI (if available).

Author-Date System for Scholarly Journals

In-Text: (Author Last Name Year, Page Number)

Reference List: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume, no.
Issue: Page Numbers. DOI (if available).

Key Information for Journal Articles

When citing journal articles, pay close attention to the following elements:

Author(s): Full names as they appear on the publication.

Article Title: Enclosed in quotation marks.

Journal Title: Italicized.

Volume and Issue Numbers: Essential for identifying specific editions.

Publication Year: Crucial for dating the research.

Page Numbers: Range for the entire article in the bibliography/reference list, and specific
page for in-text citations of direct quotes or paraphrases.

DOI (Digital Object Identifier): A unique alphanumeric string assigned to identify academic



and professional journal articles.

Citing Magazine Articles in Chicago Style

Magazine articles, while often less formal than journal articles, still require accurate citation to
acknowledge their sources. The Chicago style provides clear formats for these popular publications.

General Magazine Articles

Magazine articles are typically found in periodicals with a broader readership than academic
journals. The citation format emphasizes the publication date and specific issue.

Notes-Bibliography System for Magazines

Footnote/Endnote: First Author Last Name, "Article Title," Magazine Title, Month Day, Year,
Page Numbers.

Bibliography: Author Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Magazine Title, Month Day, Year.
Page Numbers.

Author-Date System for Magazines

In-Text: (Author Last Name Year)

Reference List: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title." Magazine Title, Month
Day: Page Numbers.

Distinguishing Magazine Features

It is important to note that CMOS distinguishes between feature articles and shorter pieces like
news items or opinion columns within magazines, though the general citation principles remain
similar. Always check the specific requirements of your institution or publisher.



Citing Newspaper Articles in Chicago Style

Newspaper articles provide timely information and historical accounts. Chicago style ensures these
sources are cited accurately, distinguishing between print and online formats.

Print Newspaper Articles

For articles appearing in physical newspapers, the citation needs to be precise regarding the
publication date and section. Local newspapers and national dailies are treated similarly in terms of
citation structure.

Notes-Bibliography System for Newspapers

Footnote/Endnote: First Author Last Name, "Article Title," Newspaper Title, Month Day, Year,
Section and Page Number.

Bibliography: Author Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Newspaper Title, Month Day,
Year. Section and Page Number.

Author-Date System for Newspapers

In-Text: (Author Last Name Year)

Reference List: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title." Newspaper Title, Month
Day. Section and Page Number.

Online Newspaper Articles

As more newspapers transition to online formats, citing these articles requires including the URL
and access date if the content is likely to change or disappear.

Notes-Bibliography System for Online Newspapers

Footnote/Endnote: First Author Last Name, "Article Title," Newspaper Title, Month Day, Year,
accessed Month Day, Year, URL.

Bibliography: Author Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Newspaper Title, Month Day,
Year. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.



Author-Date System for Online Newspapers

In-Text: (Author Last Name Year)

Reference List: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title." Newspaper Title, Month
Day. Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Citing Online Articles in Chicago Style

The digital landscape presents unique challenges for citation. Chicago style offers guidelines for
various online article types, including those from websites, blogs, and other digital publications.

General Online Articles (Websites, Blogs)

When citing content found online that doesn't fit neatly into journal, magazine, or newspaper
categories, a consistent approach is still necessary.

Notes-Bibliography System for Online Articles

Footnote/Endnote: First Author Last Name, "Article Title," Website Name, Publication Date (if
available), accessed Month Day, Year, URL.

Bibliography: Author Last Name, First Name. "Article Title." Website Name. Publication Date
(if available). Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Author-Date System for Online Articles

In-Text: (Author Last Name Year)

Reference List: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title." Website Name.
Publication Date (if available). Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Important Considerations for Online Sources

When citing online articles, remember to:



Prioritize publication dates when available.

Include the URL for easy access.

Add an access date if the content is considered ephemeral or likely to change.

Note if the author is unknown or if the article is unsigned, using the title as the primary
identifier.

Key Differences and Best Practices

Understanding the distinctions between the notes-bibliography and author-date systems, as well as
common elements across article types, is vital for accurate Chicago citations.

Notes-Bibliography vs. Author-Date

The fundamental difference lies in how sources are referenced within the text. Notes-bibliography
uses numbered footnotes or endnotes for immediate source attribution, while author-date uses
parenthetical author-date citations that direct readers to a reference list. The choice between the
two systems is usually dictated by the specific requirements of an assignment, publication, or field of
study.

Common Elements of Article Citations

Despite the variations, most article citations in Chicago style will include:

Author(s)

Title of the article

Title of the publication (journal, magazine, newspaper, website)

Publication date

Page numbers (if applicable)

URL or DOI (for online sources)



Tips for Accuracy

To ensure the highest level of accuracy:

Always consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style.

Pay meticulous attention to punctuation, capitalization, and italics.

Double-check all details against the original source.

Be consistent with the chosen citation system throughout your work.

Utilize citation management software, but always review its output for accuracy.

Navigating Specific Article Types in Chicago

While the general rules for citing articles in Chicago style are clear, specific nuances can arise
depending on the nature of the article and its publication context. Understanding these can prevent
common errors.

Articles Without Authors

In cases where an article is not attributed to a specific author, Chicago style dictates that the
citation begins with the title of the article. This ensures that the source can still be identified and
located within the bibliography or reference list.

Example (Notes-Bibliography):

Footnote/Endnote: "Understanding the Global Economy," Economic Review, May 2023, 12.

Bibliography: "Understanding the Global Economy." Economic Review, May 2023. 12.

Example (Author-Date):

In-Text: ("Understanding the Global Economy" 2023)

Reference List: "Understanding the Global Economy." 2023. Economic Review, May: 12.



Articles with Multiple Authors

Chicago style has specific rules for citing works with more than two authors. For the notes-
bibliography system, the first footnote/endnote lists all authors, while subsequent notes may use "et
al." For the author-date system, all authors are typically listed in the reference list, and the in-text
citation may use "et al." for works with three or more authors.

Example (Notes-Bibliography, three authors):

Footnote/Endnote: 1. Alan Turing, Grace Hopper, and Ada Lovelace, "Foundations of
Computing," Journal of Computer Science 10, no. 1 (1950): 5-20.

Bibliography: Turing, Alan, Grace Hopper, and Ada Lovelace. "Foundations of Computing."
Journal of Computer Science 10, no. 1 (1950): 5-20.

Example (Author-Date, three authors):

In-Text: (Turing, Hopper, and Lovelace 1950)

Reference List: Turing, Alan, Grace Hopper, and Ada Lovelace. 1950. "Foundations of
Computing." Journal of Computer Science 10, no. 1: 5-20.

Adhering to these detailed Chicago citation examples for articles will significantly enhance the
clarity, credibility, and academic rigor of your writing. Consistent application of these rules
demonstrates respect for intellectual property and allows your readers to easily verify your sources.

FAQ

Q: What is the difference between a footnote and an endnote
in Chicago style?
A: In the notes-bibliography system, footnotes appear at the bottom of the page where the citation is
referenced, while endnotes are compiled at the end of the document. Both serve the same purpose of
providing source information.

Q: When should I use the notes-bibliography system versus the
author-date system?
A: The choice between systems typically depends on the requirements of your instructor, publisher,
or the conventions of your academic discipline. History and literature often favor notes-bibliography,



while sciences and social sciences lean towards author-date.

Q: How do I cite an article from a website that doesn't list a
publication date?
A: If a publication date is unavailable for an online article, you should omit it. However, it is crucial
to include the access date and the URL so readers can locate the source as it appeared at the time of
your access.

Q: What is a DOI and why is it important for citing journal
articles?
A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a persistent identifier for electronic documents, particularly
scholarly articles. Including it in your citation ensures that readers can always find the exact version
of the article, even if the URL changes.

Q: How do I cite an article with two authors in Chicago style?
A: For articles with two authors, both authors' names are typically included in both the notes-
bibliography system and the author-date system. In the notes-bibliography system, the first
footnote/endnote lists both names, and subsequent notes may use the shortened form. In the author-
date system, both names appear in the in-text citation and the reference list.

Q: What if a newspaper article doesn't have an author listed?
A: If an article lacks an author, begin the citation with the title of the article in quotation marks,
followed by the title of the newspaper and publication details. This applies to both the notes-
bibliography and author-date systems.

Q: Are there any special considerations for citing articles from
very well-known and frequently accessed online news sources?
A: While the core citation format remains the same, for very widely known online sources, the
primary goal is to provide enough information for easy identification. Ensure the URL and
publication date are accurate. If the source is dynamic or frequently updated, the access date
becomes more critical.
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