
chicago author date examples
chicago author date examples are crucial for academic integrity and clear communication in
scholarly writing. Navigating the nuances of the Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) author-date
system can seem daunting, but understanding its core principles and common applications simplifies
the process significantly. This comprehensive guide will delve into the various facets of Chicago
author-date citations, providing clear examples for different source types and situations, from citing
books and journal articles to online resources and even unpublished materials. We will explore how
to format in-text citations, construct the reference list, and address common challenges, ensuring
you can confidently apply these guidelines to your own research and writing. Mastering these
examples will not only enhance your credibility but also allow your readers to easily trace your
sources.
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Understanding the Chicago Author-Date System

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: notes-bibliography and
author-date. The author-date system, as its name suggests, relies on brief in-text citations that
include the author's last name and the year of publication, directing readers to a full bibliographic
entry at the end of the work. This system is favored in many social sciences and natural sciences
disciplines because it allows for quick verification of sources without interrupting the flow of the text
as extensively as the notes-bibliography system can. The emphasis is on providing immediate,
concise attribution within the narrative.

The core philosophy behind the author-date system is transparency and ease of access for the
reader. By placing the author's name and publication date directly in the text, readers can instantly
identify the source of a particular idea or piece of information. This immediate connection is further
solidified by the corresponding entry in the reference list, which provides all the necessary details
for locating the original work. This two-part approach is designed to prevent plagiarism and to
facilitate scholarly dialogue by making source material readily traceable.

Key Components of Chicago Author-Date Citations



At its heart, the Chicago author-date system is built upon two interdependent elements: the in-text
citation and the reference list. The in-text citation is a brief parenthetical notation within the body of
your paper, typically placed at the end of a sentence or clause that contains information drawn from
a source. It usually includes the author's last name and the year of publication, and sometimes a
page number for direct quotes. The reference list, also known as the bibliography or works cited, is
a comprehensive alphabetical list of all sources consulted and cited in your paper, appearing at the
end of the document. Each entry in the reference list provides complete publication information for
its corresponding in-text citation.

The accuracy and consistency of both components are paramount. Errors in either the in-text
citation or the reference list can lead to confusion for the reader and, in academic contexts, can be
perceived as a lack of scholarly rigor. Therefore, meticulous attention to detail in formatting both
the brief parenthetical notes and the full bibliographic entries is essential for adhering to the
Chicago author-date style guidelines.

In-Text Citations: The Basics

The fundamental principle of in-text citation in the Chicago author-date system is to provide just
enough information to identify the source and guide the reader to the reference list. For most
common sources, this means including the author's last name and the year of publication enclosed in
parentheses. For example, if you are citing a work by John Smith published in 2020, the in-text
citation would appear as (Smith 2020). This brief notation allows readers to quickly see who is being
referenced and when the work was published, facilitating their ability to locate the full entry in your
reference list.

When quoting directly from a source, it is also necessary to include a page number in the in-text
citation. This helps the reader pinpoint the exact location of the quoted material. The page number
follows the publication year, separated by a comma and a space. For instance, a direct quote from
the aforementioned Smith work might be cited as (Smith 2020, 45). If you are referencing a range of
pages, you would use a hyphen, such as (Smith 2020, 45–47). This level of detail is crucial for
enabling precise source verification.

Formatting In-Text Citations for Different Source Types

While the basic format of (Author Year) or (Author Year, Page) remains consistent, specific details
can vary depending on the type of source and the number of authors involved. For works by two
authors, both names are typically included, separated by "and." For example, (Johnson and Lee
2019). When citing a work by three or more authors, you list the first author's last name followed by
"et al." and the year. So, for a book by Rodriguez, Chen, Kim, and Patel, you would cite it as
(Rodriguez et al. 2021). This convention saves space and avoids lengthy citations when multiple
individuals have contributed to a work.

For sources with no author, the in-text citation usually begins with a shortened version of the title
(often the first few words, italicized if it's a book or journal, or in quotation marks if it's an article or



chapter) followed by the year. For example, a report titled "Global Economic Trends" might be cited
as ("Global Economic Trends" 2022). If the source has no publication date, "n.d." is used in place of
the year, so you would see (Smith n.d.) or (Brown et al. n.d.). Understanding these variations
ensures that your in-text citations are accurate and informative across all types of sources you
consult.

Creating Your Reference List

The reference list in Chicago author-date style is an alphabetical compilation of all sources cited in
your paper. It serves as the backbone of your citation system, providing complete bibliographic
information that allows your readers to retrieve and verify your sources. Each entry in the reference
list corresponds directly to an in-text citation and must be formatted precisely according to CMOS
guidelines. The list should be titled "References," "Works Cited," or "Bibliography," with
"References" being the most common in author-date style.

Entries in the reference list are arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. If a source has no
author, it is alphabetized by the first significant word of the title. For multiple works by the same
author, they are listed chronologically by publication year, with the earliest first. If an author has
multiple works published in the same year, they are distinguished by adding lowercase letters to the
year (e.g., 2020a, 2020b). This systematic organization is crucial for helping readers navigate your
sources efficiently.

Formatting Reference List Entries for Common Sources

Formatting reference list entries involves providing specific details for each source type. For a book,
a typical entry includes the author's full name (last name first), the full title of the book (italicized),
and the publication information, including the place of publication and the publisher, followed by the
year of publication. For example: Smith, John. 2020. The Art of Research. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press.

For journal articles, the entry includes the author's full name, the article title (in quotation marks),
the journal title (italicized), the volume and issue numbers, and the year of publication, often
followed by a page range. For instance: Rodriguez, Maria. 2021. "Digital Humanities in Practice."
Journal of Digital Studies 15 (3): 112–130. Online articles require similar information, often
including a URL and date of access if the content is likely to change or if it is not a stable source like
a published journal. The goal is always to provide enough information for the reader to locate the
exact source material.

Formatting In-Text Citations and Reference Entries for
Websites



Citing websites in Chicago author-date requires careful attention to the available information. If a
clear author is listed, their name is used for both the in-text citation and the reference list entry. If
no author is listed, a shortened version of the website's title, often the first few words, is used. The
in-text citation might look like ("Website Title" 2023). The reference list entry would then include the
author (or organization name if applicable), the title of the specific page or article, the website
name, the publication or last updated date, and the URL.

A typical website entry in the reference list might appear as: National Park Service. "About Us."
National Park Service. Last modified October 26, 2023. https://www.nps.gov/about.htm. When a
publication date is unavailable, the abbreviation "n.d." (no date) is used. For online articles without a
clear author and publication date, the in-text citation would be ("Article Title" n.d.), and the
reference entry would similarly omit the date and include "n.d." This approach ensures that even
with less structured online content, you can still provide clear and traceable source attribution.

Formatting Citations for Unpublished Materials

Unpublished materials, such as dissertations, theses, personal correspondence, or manuscripts, also
require specific citation formats within the Chicago author-date system. For unpublished
dissertations or theses, the in-text citation will include the author's name and the year the work was
completed or submitted, e.g., (Williams 2019). In the reference list, you would provide the author's
name, the title of the dissertation or thesis (italicized), the degree sought (e.g., PhD dissertation or
MA thesis), the university name, and the year.

For personal correspondence, such as emails or letters, Chicago style recommends not including
them in the reference list because they are inaccessible to readers. Instead, they are cited
parenthetically in the text, identifying the correspondent and the date. For example: (personal
communication with Jane Doe, March 15, 2024). Manuscripts that are not yet published but are in
circulation are cited similarly to published works, often indicating their status as a manuscript. This
ensures that your citations accurately reflect the nature and accessibility of your sources,
maintaining academic honesty and clarity.

Handling Special Cases in Citations

Certain situations present unique challenges for citation, and Chicago author-date offers specific
guidelines to address them. One such case is citing government documents or reports. These are
often attributed to the government agency or department responsible for them, rather than an
individual author. The in-text citation might look like (United States, Department of Commerce
2021). The reference list entry would then provide the full agency name, the title of the document
(often italicized), and publication details, including the date.

Another special case involves citing sources that have been translated. When referencing a
translated work, you should cite the original author and year, and in the reference list, you will
typically include the translator's name. For instance, an in-text citation might be (Plato 380 BCE),
and the reference entry would look like: Plato. 380 BCE. The Republic. Translated by Benjamin



Jowett. New York: Dover Publications, 1963. The key is to provide enough information for the reader
to understand the original context and the specific edition being used.

Citing Works with No Author or Publisher

When a source lacks an author, the Chicago author-date system directs you to use a shortened
version of the title for both in-text citations and the reference list. If it's a book or journal, the title is
italicized; if it's an article or chapter, it is placed in quotation marks. For example, an in-text citation
for a book titled The History of Art without an author would be ("History of Art" 2022). The
reference list entry would start with the title, followed by publication information.

In cases where a source has neither an author nor a publisher, you still employ the title for citation.
The in-text citation would follow the same title-based convention. For the reference list, you would
provide the title, followed by the year of publication if available, and any other relevant details like a
URL or edition. If no date is available, "n.d." is used. This approach ensures that even with missing
bibliographic information, your readers can still be guided toward the source, albeit with a
disclaimer about the limited available data.

Citing Multiple Works by the Same Author

When citing multiple works by the same author, the Chicago author-date system requires careful
differentiation to avoid confusion. In the reference list, these works are arranged chronologically by
publication year. So, if you have two books by John Smith published in 2020 and 2022, the 2020
work would appear first. If both works were published in the same year, you would append
lowercase letters (a, b, c, etc.) to the year in both the in-text citations and the reference list entries
to distinguish them.

For example, if John Smith published two articles in 2021, one titled "Research Methods" and
another "Advanced Statistics," and "Research Methods" was published first, the in-text citations
would be (Smith 2021a) and (Smith 2021b). In the reference list, the entries would also be labeled
(Smith 2021a) and (Smith 2021b), appearing in that order. This systematic approach is vital for
ensuring clarity and accuracy when dealing with multiple publications from a single author,
particularly when they are published close together in time.

Citing Works with Corporate Authors

When a work is published by an organization, institution, or government agency, that entity
functions as the author. This is known as a corporate author. In-text citations will use the name of
the organization. For example, if you are citing a report from the World Health Organization
published in 2023, the in-text citation would be (World Health Organization 2023). For longer
organizational names, you may establish an acronym after the first full mention and use the acronym
for subsequent citations, provided it is widely recognized or explained in your text.



The reference list entry will also begin with the full name of the corporate author. If the organization
is also the publisher, you will typically omit the publisher's name in the reference entry to avoid
redundancy. For example: World Health Organization. 2023. Global Health Report 2023. Geneva:
World Health Organization. If the organization published a document under a specific department or
division, that might also be included for clarity. The goal is to clearly attribute the work to the
responsible entity.

Frequently Asked Questions about Chicago Author-Date

Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago author-
date and Chicago notes-bibliography?
A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited. Chicago author-date uses brief parenthetical
citations in the text (Author Year, Page) that refer to a full reference list at the end. Chicago notes-
bibliography uses numbered footnotes or endnotes to cite sources within the text, with a
bibliography providing full source details at the end.

Q: When should I use page numbers in my Chicago author-
date in-text citations?
A: You should use page numbers in Chicago author-date in-text citations whenever you are quoting
directly from a source or when you are paraphrasing or summarizing a specific idea or passage that
is clearly located on a particular page or set of pages.

Q: How do I cite an article from an online newspaper in
Chicago author-date?
A: For an online newspaper article, your in-text citation would typically include the author's last
name and the year (e.g., Davis 2023). In the reference list, you would provide the author's name, the
article title (in quotation marks), the newspaper title (italicized), the publication date, and the URL.

Q: What is the correct way to cite a source with no date in
Chicago author-date?
A: When a source has no publication date, you use the abbreviation "n.d." in place of the year in both
your in-text citations and your reference list entries. For example, (Johnson n.d.) and in the
reference list: Johnson, Emily. n.d. Understanding Grammar. New York: Academic Press.

Q: How do I handle citing two sources with the same author



and publication year in Chicago author-date?
A: If an author has multiple works published in the same year, you distinguish them by adding
lowercase letters (a, b, c, etc.) immediately after the year in both the in-text citations and the
corresponding reference list entries. For example, (Miller 2021a) and (Miller 2021b).

Q: Can I use "et al." for two authors in Chicago author-date?
A: No, you should not use "et al." for two authors in Chicago author-date. For works with two
authors, you list both authors' last names in the in-text citation, separated by "and." For example,
(Garcia and Chen 2022). "Et al." is used for works with three or more authors.
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