chicago author date citation examples

Chicago Author-Date Citation Examples: A Comprehensive Guide

Chicago author date citation examples are essential for academic and professional
writing, providing a standardized method for acknowledging sources and giving credit to
original authors. This comprehensive guide will delve into the intricacies of the Chicago
Manual of Style's author-date system, offering clear examples for various source types.
Understanding these examples is crucial for avoiding plagiarism, allowing readers to locate
your sources easily, and establishing credibility in your research. We will explore in-text
citations, bibliography entries, and specific formatting nuances for books, articles, websites,
and other common source materials. This detailed breakdown aims to equip you with the
knowledge to confidently implement Chicago style author-date citations in your own work.

Table of Contents

Understanding the Chicago Author-Date System
In-Text Citations: The Foundation

Bibliography Entries: The Complete Picture
Citing Books: Common Scenarios

Citing Journal Articles: Scholarly Sources

Citing Websites and Online Resources

Other Common Source Types

Variations and Special Cases

Mastering Chicago Author-Date Citations

Understanding the Chicago Author-Date System

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two primary citation systems: notes-
bibliography and author-date. This article focuses exclusively on the author-date system, a
popular choice in many social sciences and natural sciences fields. Its core principle is to
provide concise information about the source directly within the text, corresponding to a
full bibliographic entry at the end of the work. This dual approach ensures both immediate
attribution and easy access to complete source details for the reader.

The author-date system aims for clarity and efficiency. By embedding author and
publication year in the text, readers can quickly identify the origin of an idea or piece of
information. This contrasts with the notes-bibliography system, which uses footnotes or
endnotes. The author-date method is particularly useful in fields where a high volume of
citations is common, as it streamlines the referencing process without sacrificing accuracy
or comprehensiveness.

In-Text Citations: The Foundation



In-text citations in the Chicago author-date system are brief references placed directly
within the body of your text, typically enclosed in parentheses. They serve to immediately
inform the reader of the source of the information and the page number from which it was
drawn, if applicable. The standard format includes the author's last name, the year of
publication, and the page number(s).

Basic In-Text Citation Format

The most fundamental author-date in-text citation consists of the author's last name and
the year of publication. For example, if you are citing a work by John Smith published in
2020, the in-text citation would appear as (Smith 2020). This concise format allows readers
to quickly scan your text and identify the origin of paraphrased ideas or direct quotes.

Citing with Page Numbers

When directly quoting material or referring to specific ideas from a particular page or range
of pages, you must include the page number(s) in your in-text citation. The format becomes
(Author Last Name Year, Page Number). For instance, a direct quote from page 55 of
Smith's 2020 book would be cited as (Smith 2020, 55). If referencing a range of pages, use
a hyphen: (Smith 2020, 55-57).

When the Author is Part of the Narrative

Sometimes, you may want to integrate the author's name directly into your sentence. In
such cases, you only need to include the publication year and page number in parentheses.
For example, "As Smith (2020, 55) argues, the implications of this research are far-
reaching." This style can improve the flow of your writing while still providing the necessary
citation information.

Citing Multiple Authors

When a work has two authors, list both last names connected by "and" in the citation:
(Johnson and Lee 2019). For three or more authors, cite only the first author's last name
followed by "et al." (meaning "and others"): (Davis et al. 2021).

Citing Works with No Author

If a work lacks an author, use the first few words of the title (italicized if it's a book or
report, in quotation marks if it's an article or chapter) followed by the year. For example,
citing a book titled "The Future of Al," you might write (Future of Al 2022). If it's an article



titled "Innovations in Machine Learning," it would be ("Innovations in Machine Learning"
2023).

Bibliography Entries: The Complete Picture

The bibliography, or reference list, is a comprehensive list of all the sources cited in your
paper. It appears at the end of your document and provides full publication details for each
source, allowing readers to locate and consult them. Each entry must correspond to an in-
text citation. The author-date system requires a specific format for each source type, which
we will explore in detail.

Structure of a Bibliography Entry

Generally, a bibliography entry includes the author's name (last name first), the publication
year, the title of the work, and publication information such as the publisher, journal name,

volume, issue, and page numbers, or URL and access date for online sources. The order and
formatting of these elements are crucial.

Alphabetical Order

All entries in the bibliography must be arranged in alphabetical order by the author's last
name. If citing multiple works by the same author, list them chronologically by publication
year, with the earliest first. If citing multiple works by the same author published in the
same year, use a lowercase letter suffix after the year (e.g., 2020a, 2020b) for both the in-
text citations and the bibliography entries.

Citing Books: Common Scenarios

Books are fundamental sources in academic research, and Chicago author-date style
provides clear guidelines for citing them. Whether it's a single-author monograph, an edited
volume, or a book with multiple authors, the format needs to be precise.

Single-Author Book

The standard format for a single-author book in the bibliography is:

¢ Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher.



For example:

e Smith, John. 2020. The Principles of Citation. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Edited Book

When citing a book that has been edited rather than authored by a single person, the
editor's name is used, preceded by "ed." for a single editor or "eds." for multiple editors.

e Editor Last Name, First Name, ed(s). Year. Title of Book. Place of Publication:
Publisher.

For example:

e Davis, Sarah, ed. 2021. Modern Research Methods. New York: Academic Publishing.

Book with Multiple Authors

For books with two authors, list both names. For three or more, list the first author followed
by "et al."

e Author 1 Last Name, First Name, and Author 2 First Name Last Name. Year. Title of
Book. Place of Publication: Publisher.

e Author 1 Last Name, First Name, et al. Year. Title of Book. Place of Publication:
Publisher.

Example:

e Johnson, Emily, and Michael Lee. 2019. Advanced Statistical Analysis. Boston: Pearson
Education.

e Brown, William, et al. 2018. The History of Computing. London: Penguin Books.

Book Chapter

When citing a specific chapter within an edited book, you cite the chapter author, the



chapter title, the book title, the editor(s), and the page range of the chapter.

e Chapter Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Chapter Title." In Book Title, edited by
Editor First Name Last Name, Page range of chapter. Place of Publication: Publisher.

Example:

e Williams, Robert. 2022. "The Impact of Technology." In Contemporary Social Issues,
edited by Emily Carter, 112-35. Seattle: Pacific Press.

Citing Journal Articles: Scholarly Sources

Journal articles are a cornerstone of academic research. The Chicago author-date system
requires precise details to allow readers to locate these often-found-online scholarly works.

Journal Article with DOI

When a journal article has a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), it is preferred for citation as it
provides a stable link.

e Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume (Issue): Page
range. DOI.

Example:

e Garcia, Maria. 2023. "Climate Change Adaptation Strategies." Environmental Science
Journal 45 (3): 201-215. doi:10.1080/12345678.2023.1234567.

Journal Article without DOI (Print or Online)

If a DOI is not available, you may provide the journal name, volume, issue, and page
numbers. For online articles without a DOI, include the URL and access date.

e Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume (Issue): Page
range.

Example:



e Chen, Li. 2022. "Advances in Nanotechnology." Journal of Applied Physics 112 (7):
45-58.

For an online article without a DOI:

e Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume (Issue): Page
range. URL. Accessed Month Day, Year.

Example:

e Patel, Anil. 2021. "Renewable Energy Trends." Sustainable Energy Review 38 (2):
99-110. https://www.sustainableenergy.com/patel2021. Accessed October 26, 2023.

Citing Websites and Online Resources

The digital landscape presents a vast array of sources. Chicago author-date provides
specific instructions for citing websites, online articles, and other digital content.

Website with Author

When a specific author is credited for the content of a webpage:

e Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Webpage." Name of Website. Last
modified Month Day, Year (if available). URL. Accessed Month Day, Year.

Example:
e Anderson, Kevin. 2023. "The Future of Remote Work." Global Insights Blog. Last

modified October 15, 2023. https://www.globalinsights.com/remote-work-future.
Accessed October 26, 2023.

Website without Author

If no author is listed, use the title of the webpage as the first element. Italicize the title if it
refers to a standalone work like a report or publication; otherwise, use quotation marks.

» "Title of Webpage." Year. Name of Website. Last modified Month Day, Year (if
available). URL. Accessed Month Day, Year.



Example:

e "Understanding Inflation Rates." 2023. Economic Data Hub. Last modified September
30, 2023. https://www.economicdata.org/inflation. Accessed October 26, 2023.

Online News Article

Similar to print news articles but including the URL and access date.

e Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title." Newspaper Name, Month Day,
Year. URL. Accessed Month Day, Year.

Example:

e Miller, Sarah. 2023. "New Legislation Proposed for Environmental Protection." The City
Times, October 25, 2023. https://www.citytimes.com/environment-legislation.
Accessed October 26, 2023.

Other Common Source Types

Beyond books and articles, researchers often consult a variety of other sources. Chicago
author-date provides guidance for these as well.

Newspaper Articles

For print newspaper articles:

e Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Article Title." Newspaper Name, Month Day.
Page range.

Example:

e Roberts, David. 2023. "Local Economy Shows Signs of Growth." Daily Chronicle,
October 24. A1, A4.



Dissertations and Theses

For unpublished dissertations or theses:

e Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Dissertation/Thesis." Type of degree
(e.g., PhD dissertation, Master's thesis), University Name.

Example:

e Lee, Ji-hoon. 2022. "Cross-Cultural Communication in Business." PhD dissertation,
University of California, Berkeley.

Conference Proceedings

For published conference proceedings:

e Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Paper." In Title of Proceedings, edited by
Editor First Name Last Name, Page range. Place of Publication: Publisher.

Example:

e Nguyen, Kim. 2023. "Innovations in Artificial Intelligence." In Proceedings of the
International Conference on Future Technologies, edited by David Chen, 55-68.
London: Tech Innovations Press.

Variations and Special Cases

The Chicago Manual of Style accounts for numerous situations that deviate from the
standard formats. Familiarizing yourself with these variations ensures accuracy.

Works with Corporate Authors

When an organization or corporation is the author, list its name fully.

e Corporate Author Name. Year. Title of Work. Place of Publication: Publisher.

Example:



e World Health Organization. 2021. Global Health Report 2021. Geneva: WHO Press.

Works with No Date

If a publication lacks a date, use "n.d." for "no date."

e Author Last Name, First Name. n.d. Title of Work. Place of Publication: Publisher.

Example:

e Garcia, Sofia. n.d. Exploring Ancient Civilizations. New York: History Books Inc.

Personal Communications

Personal communications, such as emails or interviews, are generally not included in the
bibliography but are cited in-text. The format is typically (Author's First Name Last Name,
type of communication, Month Day, Year).

Example:
(Maria Garcia, email, October 20, 2023)

Mastering Chicago Author-Date Citations

Consistently applying the Chicago author-date citation style is a hallmark of meticulous
scholarship. While the examples provided cover many common scenarios, it is always
advisable to consult the latest edition of The Chicago Manual of Style for definitive guidance
and less frequent source types. The key lies in understanding the underlying principles:
clear attribution within the text and complete, accurate source identification in the
bibliography. Practicing these citation examples regularly will solidify your understanding
and enable you to produce polished, credible academic work. Attention to detail in your
citations not only avoids plagiarism but also demonstrates respect for the intellectual
contributions of others.

FAQ Section

Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago



author-date and Chicago notes-bibliography systems?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are referenced. The author-date system uses
parenthetical citations within the text (Author Year, Page) and a full bibliography at the end.
The notes-bibliography system uses footnotes or endnotes for citations and a bibliography
at the end, with the notes containing more detailed source information.

Q: When should | use "et al." in a Chicago author-date
citation?

A: You should use "et al." in both in-text citations and bibliography entries when a work has
three or more authors. In-text, it would appear as (Last Name et al. Year). In the
bibliography, you list the first author followed by "et al."

Q: How do | cite a source with no author in Chicago
author-date style?

A: If a source has no author, you begin the citation with the first few words of the title,
italicizing it if it's a book or report, or putting it in quotation marks if it's an article or
chapter, followed by the publication year. For example: (Future of Technology 2022) or
("Global Trends" 2021).

Q: What is a DOI, and why is it important for citing
journal articles?

A: A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is a unique alphanumeric string that identifies a digital
object, such as a journal article. It is important because it provides a persistent and unique
link to the online version of the article, even if the URL changes. Including the DOI makes it
easier for readers to locate the exact source.

Q: How do | cite multiple works by the same author
published in the same year in Chicago author-date?

A: When citing multiple works by the same author in the same year, you append a
lowercase letter (a, b, ¢, etc.) to the year in both the in-text citation and the bibliography
entry. For example, (Smith 2020a) and (Smith 2020b). The bibliography entries would be:
Smith, John. 2020a. Title of Work A. ... and Smith, John. 2020b. Title of Work B. ...

Q: Can I cite personal communications like emails in the
bibliography?

A: No, personal communications such as emails, phone calls, or personal interviews are
generally not included in the bibliography. They are cited only in-text, providing the
author's name, the type of communication, and the date.
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