chicago author date citation example

Mastering the Chicago Author-Date Citation: A Comprehensive Guide with Examples

chicago author date citation example are essential for academic integrity and clear
communication within scholarly writing. This citation style, widely adopted across various disciplines,
provides a systematic method for acknowledging sources and allowing readers to locate them easily.
This article will delve deep into the intricacies of the Chicago Manual of Style's author-date system,
offering detailed explanations and practical examples for various source types, including books,
journal articles, websites, and more. We will cover fundamental principles, the mechanics of in-text
citations, and the construction of a comprehensive reference list, ensuring you can confidently
implement this style in your own work.
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Understanding the Chicago Author-Date System

The Chicago Manual of Style (CMOS) offers two distinct citation systems: notes-bibliography and
author-date. The author-date system is particularly favored in the sciences and social sciences due to
its conciseness and straightforward approach to source attribution. Its core principle is to provide a
brief in-text citation that directly points the reader to a full bibliographic entry at the end of the
document. This system prioritizes ease of navigation for readers who need to quickly verify or find the
original sources of information.

This author-date format significantly streamlines the research process for both the writer and the
reader. Instead of lengthy footnotes or endnotes that can interrupt the flow of reading, a concise
parenthetical note within the text guides the reader to the complete citation details. This makes it an
efficient and effective method for managing and presenting academic sources, particularly in fields
where frequent referencing is the norm.

Key Components of Chicago Author-Date

The Chicago author-date system comprises two essential parts: the in-text citation and the reference
list. The in-text citation, typically placed within parentheses at the end of a sentence or clause that



contains information from a source, includes the author's last name and the year of publication. For
certain sources or when more specificity is needed, a page number may also be included. This brief
notation serves as a bridge to the more detailed information found in the reference list.

The reference list, which appears at the end of your paper, is an alphabetical compilation of all the
sources you have cited in your text. Each entry in the reference list provides the full publication
details necessary for a reader to locate the original source. This includes information such as the
author's name, the title of the work, publication details like the publisher and year for books, or
journal title, volume, and page numbers for articles.

In-Text Citations: The Basics

The fundamental structure of an in-text citation in the Chicago author-date system is (Author's Last
Name Year). For instance, if you are citing a work by Jane Smith published in 2020, the in-text citation
would appear as (Smith 2020). This direct placement within the narrative allows readers to
immediately identify the origin of the information and, if necessary, consult the corresponding entry
in the reference list.

When a direct quote is used, or when you wish to direct the reader to a specific part of a source, a
page number is added to the in-text citation. The format then becomes (Author's Last Name Year,
Page Number). For example, a direct quotation from Jane Smith's 2020 book on page 55 would be
cited as (Smith 2020, 55). This specificity is crucial for academic rigor, enabling precise verification of
borrowed material.

Citing Books in Chicago Author-Date

Citing books is a cornerstone of academic writing, and the Chicago author-date system provides clear
guidelines. For a single-authored book, the in-text citation is (Author Last Name Year). The
corresponding reference list entry typically includes the author's full name, the title of the book in
italics, the place of publication, and the publisher, followed by the year. For example, a book by John
Doe published in New York by Academic Press in 2018 would have the in-text citation (Doe 2018) and
a reference list entry like: Doe, John. 2018. The Art of Research. New York: Academic Press.

When citing works with multiple authors, the rules adapt. For two authors, both last names are
included in the in-text citation, separated by "and" (Authorl Last Name and Author2 Last Name Year).
For three or more authors, the first author's last name is followed by "et al." (First Author Last Name
et al. Year). The reference list entry will list all authors for two authors, but for three or more, it
typically lists the first author followed by "et al." and then the rest of the bibliographic information.

Books with Multiple Authors

For books with two authors, the in-text citation would look like (Johnson and Lee 2019). The reference
list entry would be: Johnson, Sarah, and Michael Lee. 2019. Navigating Complexities. Chicago:
University Press.



When a book has three or more authors, such as Smith, Jones, and Brown, the in-text citation
simplifies to (Smith et al. 2021). The reference list entry would then follow a similar pattern: Smith,
Robert, Emily Jones, and David Brown. 2021. Global Perspectives. London: Global Publishers.

Edited Books

For edited books where you are citing the collection as a whole, the editor(s) are treated as the
author(s). The in-text citation would be (Editor Last Name Year). In the reference list, the entry would
be: Editor Last Name, Editor Name, ed. Year. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher.

If you are citing a specific chapter within an edited book, the citation format changes to acknowledge
both the chapter author and the editor. The in-text citation would be (Chapter Author Last Name Year,
Page Number). The reference list entry would then include the chapter author, chapter title, the
editor(s) and book title, and the page range of the chapter. For instance: Chapter Author Last Name,
Chapter Author First Name. Year. "Chapter Title." In Book Title, edited by Editor First Name Editor Last
Name, Page Range. Place of Publication: Publisher.

Citing Journal Articles in Chicago Author-Date

Journal articles are frequently cited in academic research. For a journal article in the author-date
system, the in-text citation includes the author's last name, the year of publication, and the page
number (Author Last Name Year, Page Number). The reference list entry provides more extensive
details, including the author(s), year of publication, article title, journal title (italicized), volume and
issue numbers, and the page range of the article.

Consider an article by Dr. Emily Carter published in 2022 in the Journal of Social Studies, volume 45,
issue 2, on pages 112-130. The in-text citation would be (Carter 2022, 115). The reference list entry
would be: Carter, Emily. 2022. "The Impact of Social Media." Journal of Social Studies 45 (2): 112-130.

Journal Articles with Multiple Authors

Similar to books, journal articles with multiple authors follow specific rules. For two authors, the in-
text citation is (Authorl Last Name and Author2 Last Name Year, Page Number). The reference list
entry lists both authors. For three or more authors, the in-text citation uses "et al." (First Author Last
Name et al. Year, Page Number), and the reference list typically lists the first author followed by "et
al.".

An example for two authors, Lee and Chen, in 2023: In-text: (Lee and Chen 2023, 205). Reference
List: Lee, David, and Maria Chen. 2023. "Urban Development Trends." City Planning Review 30 (1):
198-215.

For an article by Garcia, Rodriguez, and Kim with three or more authors in 2021: In-text: (Garcia et al.
2021, 45). Reference List: Garcia, Sofia, Javier Rodriguez, and Ji-hoon Kim. 2021. "Sustainable
Agriculture." Environmental Science Quarterly 15 (4): 35-52.



Citing Websites and Online Sources in Chicago Author-Date

Citing websites and online content requires careful attention to available information. The core of an
online citation includes the author (if available), the title of the specific page or document, the
website name, and the date of publication or last update. If an author is not clearly identified, the
organization or the website name may serve as the author. The in-text citation will then use this
identified author or organization name followed by the year. If no year is available, "n.d." (no date) is
used.

For a webpage authored by the World Health Organization (WHO) with a publication date of 2023,
titled "Global Health Initiatives," the in-text citation would be (World Health Organization 2023). The
reference list entry would be: World Health Organization. 2023. "Global Health Initiatives." Accessed
Month Day, Year. URL.

When no author is listed but the website name is known, for example, the "National Geographic
Society" website, and an article on "Endangered Species" was published in 2024, the in-text citation
would be (National Geographic Society 2024). The reference list entry would be: National Geographic
Society. 2024. "Endangered Species." Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Websites Without a Clear Publication Date

If a website or online document lacks a specific publication or update date, the notation "n.d." (no
date) is used in both the in-text citation and the reference list entry. This clearly indicates that a
publication date could not be determined.

For a page on "Historical Preservation" by an unknown author on the "American Heritage" website,
without a date: In-text: (American Heritage n.d.). Reference List: American Heritage. n.d. "Historical
Preservation." Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Webpages with Authors and Dates

For a webpage with a clear author and publication date, the standard format applies. If an individual,
Dr. Anya Sharma, published an article on "Climate Change Effects" on her personal blog in 2023, the
in-text citation would be (Sharma 2023). The reference list entry would be: Sharma, Anya. 2023.
"Climate Change Effects." Accessed Month Day, Year. URL.

Citing Other Source Types

The Chicago author-date system extends its clear citation principles to a variety of other source
materials, ensuring consistency across your research. This includes, but is not limited to,
dissertations, theses, conference proceedings, and interviews. Each type has a specific format to
ensure all necessary retrieval information is provided.

For dissertations and theses, the in-text citation typically includes the author and year (Author Last



Name Year). The reference list entry will include the author's name, the title of the dissertation/thesis
in italics, the degree type (e.g., Ph.D. dissertation or Master's thesis), the university, and the year of
completion. For example: Smith, John. 2022. Theories of Urban Planning. Ph.D. dissertation, University
of Chicago.

Conference Proceedings and Presentations

When citing materials from conference proceedings or individual presentations, the in-text citation
uses the author's last name and year (Author Last Name Year). The reference list entry will detail the
author, the title of the paper or presentation, the name of the conference, and the date and location
of the conference, as well as publication details if available.

An example for a paper by Dr. Evelyn Reed presented at the International Conference on Education in
2023: In-text: (Reed 2023). Reference List: Reed, Evelyn. 2023. "Innovative Teaching Methods." Paper
presented at the International Conference on Education, London, UK, June 15-17.

Interviews and Personal Communications

Interviews and personal communications are usually cited in the text with the interviewee's name and
the date (Interviewee Last Name Year). For direct quotations or specific information, the date of the
interview is crucial. In the reference list, personal communications are generally not included unless
they are archived and retrievable, or if the author deems it essential for their argument and provides
sufficient detail for the reader to follow up.

If you conducted an interview with Dr. Kenji Tanaka on March 10, 2024: In-text: (Tanaka 2024). If this
interview is not formally published but is important to your work, you might include it in your
reference list with the name, type of communication, and date: Tanaka, Kenji. Personal interview.
March 10, 2024.

Crafting Your Reference List

The reference list, titled "References" and placed at the end of your document, is a critical component
of the Chicago author-date system. It is an alphabetical list of every source cited within your paper.
Accuracy and consistency in formatting each entry are paramount to ensuring your readers can easily
locate the original works you have consulted. Each entry should provide sufficient detail for retrieval.

The alphabetical order is determined by the author's last name. If a source has no author, it is
alphabetized by the first significant word of the title. For sources with the same author and publication
year, secondary identifiers like 'a' and 'b' are added to the year in both the in-text citations and the
reference list entries (e.g., Smith 2020a, Smith 2020Db).



Formatting Rules for the Reference List

Each entry in the reference list follows a specific format depending on the source type, but general
principles apply. Author names are typically listed last name first, followed by their first name. Titles
of books and journals are italicized, while titles of articles and chapters are placed in quotation marks.
Punctuation is precise: periods separate major elements, commas are used within elements, and
colons often precede publication details or volume/issue information.

A typical book entry looks like this: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. Title of Book. Place of
Publication: Publisher.

A typical journal article entry looks like this: Author Last Name, First Name. Year. "Title of Article."
Title of Journal Volume (Issue): Page Range.

Alphabetical Order and Hanging Indents

Strict adherence to alphabetical order is non-negotiable for the reference list. This ensures a logical
and easily navigable bibliography for your readers. Sources are ordered based on the author's last
name. If there is no author, the title determines the alphabetical position.

A key stylistic element of Chicago-style reference lists is the use of hanging indents. This means that
the first line of each citation is flush with the left margin, while all subsequent lines of that same
citation are indented. This formatting helps distinguish individual entries in a lengthy list, making it
much easier for readers to scan and locate specific sources.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the primary difference between Chicago author-
date and Chicago notes-bibliography?

A: The primary difference lies in how sources are cited within the text and in the corresponding
bibliographical section. The author-date system uses parenthetical in-text citations (Author Year) that
correspond to an alphabetized reference list, while the notes-bibliography system uses numbered
footnotes or endnotes for citations and a bibliography that is not necessarily alphabetized.

Q: When should |1 use page numbers in Chicago author-date
in-text citations?

A: Page numbers should be used in Chicago author-date in-text citations when you are quoting
directly from a source or when you are referring to a specific idea or passage that you want the
reader to be able to easily locate. For paraphrased ideas, page numbers are often optional but can be
helpful for clarity.



Q: How do | cite a source with no author using the Chicago
author-date style?

A: If a source has no discernible author, you should use the first significant word of the title in your in-
text citation and in the alphabetization of your reference list. For example, if the title is "The History
of Chicago," your in-text citation would be (History 2023) and it would be alphabetized under "H" in
the reference list.

Q: What does "n.d." mean in a Chicago author-date citation?

A: "n.d." is an abbreviation for "no date." It is used when a source does not have a publication or
revision date. This notation should appear in both the in-text citation and the reference list entry to
indicate the absence of a date.

Q: How should | format the title of a journal in the Chicago
author-date reference list?

A: In the Chicago author-date reference list, the title of a journal should be italicized. For example,
Journal of Modern History.

Q: What is a hanging indent, and why is it important in
Chicago author-date citations?

A: A hanging indent is a formatting style where the first line of a citation is flush with the left margin,
and all subsequent lines of that citation are indented. This makes each citation entry visually distinct
and easier for readers to scan and locate specific sources within the reference list.

Q: Can | use the Chicago author-date style for both
humanities and sciences?

A: While the author-date system is very common in the sciences and social sciences, it can be used in
any discipline where conciseness and ease of navigation for source verification are priorities.
However, always check your specific assignment or publication guidelines, as they may mandate a
particular style or variation.

Q: How do I cite a source with an editor but no author in
Chicago author-date?

A: When citing a work with an editor but no author, treat the editor as the author for both the in-text
citation and the reference list entry. The in-text citation would be (Editor Last Name Year). The
reference list entry would begin with the editor's name, followed by "ed." or "eds." and then the rest
of the bibliographic information.



Q: What is the correct way to cite multiple works by the same
author in the same year?

A: If you cite multiple works by the same author published in the same year, you should append
lowercase letters to the year in both the in-text citation and the reference list entry. For example,
(Smith 2023a) and (Smith 2023b), with corresponding entries in the reference list (Smith 2023a and
Smith 2023b).
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