CHECKS AND BALANCES US

THE PowER OF RESTRAINT: UNDERSTANDING CHECKS AND BALANCES IN THE U.S. SYSTEM

CHECKS AND BALANCES US, A CORNERSTONE OF AMERICAN GOVERNANCE, ENSURES NO SINGLE BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT WIELDS
ABSOLUTE POWER. THIS INTRICATE SYSTEM, DESIGNED BY THE FOUNDING FATHERS, IS FUNDAMENTAL TO PRESERVING LIBERTY
AND PREVENTING TYRANNY. |T ESTABLISHES A DELICATE EQUILIBRIUM WHERE EACH OF THE THREE BRANCHES — THE LEGISLATIVE,
EXECUTIVE, AND JUDICIAL — CAN LIMIT THE POWERS OF THE OTHERS. UNDERSTANDING HOW THESE MECHANISMS OPERATE IS
CRUCIAL FOR COMPREHENDING THE FUNCTIONING OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND THE PROTECTION OF INDIVIDUAL
RIGHTS. THIS ARTICLE WILL DELVE INTO THE FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES OF CHECKS AND BALANCES, EXPLORE HOW EACH BRANCH
EXERCISES ITS OVERSIGHT, AND EXAMINE REAL-\WORLD IMPLICATIONS OF THIS VITAL SYSTEM.
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WHAT ARE CHECKS AND BALANCES?

CHECKS AND BALANCES FORM THE BEDROCK OF THE UNITED STATES' CONSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK, METICULOUSLY CRAFTED
TO DISTRIBUTE GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITY AND PREVENT ITS MONOPOLIZATION. THE CONCEPT DICTATES THAT EACH OF THE
THREE BRANCHES OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT—THE LEGISLATIVE, THE EXECUTIVE, AND THE JUDICIAL——POSSESSES SPECIFIC
POWERS THAT ALLOW IT TO OVERSEE AND RESTRAIN THE ACTIONS OF THE OTHER TWO. THIS DIVISION OF POWER IS NOT
MERELY ABOUT SEPARATION, IT IS ABOUT ACTIVE INTERDEPENDENCE AND MUTUAL ACCOUNTABILITY. THE PRIMARY GOAL IS TO
SAFEGUARD AGAINST POTENTIAL ABUSES OF POWER, ENSURING THAT THE GOVERNMENT REMAINS RESPONSIVE TO THE WILL OF
THE PEOPLE AND PROTECTIVE OF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS.

W ITHOUT THIS SYSTEM OF MUTUAL CHECKS, THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT COULD EASILY DEVOLVE INTO AN AUTOCRATIC
REGIME. THE FOUNDERS, HAVING RECENTLY BROKEN AWAY FROM MONARCHICAL RULE, WERE ACUTELY AW ARE OF THE DANGERS
OF UNCHECKED AUTHORITY. THEREFORE, THEY EMBEDDED MECHANISMS WITHIN THE CONSTITUTION TO ENSURE THAT POWER
WOULD BE DIFFUSE AND SUBJECT TO CONSTANT SCRUTINY. THIS INTRICATE DANCE OF OVERSIGHT AND CONSTRAINT IS WHAT
ALLOWS FOR A STABLE, YET DYNAMIC, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC.



THe LeGisLATIVE BRANCH; CONGRESS’'S OVERSIGHT ROLE

THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH, EMBODIED BY THE UNITED STATES CONGEESS, IS A POWERFUL ENTITY DESIGNED TO REPRESENT THE
PEOPLE AND ENACT LAWS. HO\X/EVER, ITS POWER IS NOT UNFETTERED, IT IS SUBJECT TO SIGNIFICANT CHECKS FROM THE
EXECUTIVE AND JUDICIAL BRANCHES. CONVERSELY/ CONGRESS ITSELF HOLDS SUBSTANTIAL POWERS TO CHECK THE OTHER TWO
BRANCHES, PLAYING A CRUCIAL ROLE IN THE SYSTEM OF GOVERNANCE. |TS RESPONSIBILITIES EXTEND BEYOND MERE LAWMAKING
TO INCLUDE OVERSIGHT, ACCOUNTABILITY, AND THE STRATEGIC ALLOCATION OF RESOURCES.

LAWMAKING AUTHORITY

THE MOST FUNDAMENTAL POWER OF CONGRESS IS ITS ABILITY TO CREATE AND PASS LEGISLATION. THIS PROCESS, HOWEVER,
INVOLVES COLLABORATION AND POTENTIAL OBSTRUCTION FROM THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH. A BILL MUST PASS BOTH THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE SENATE IN IDENTICAL FORM BEFORE IT CAN BE SENT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR APPROVAL. THE
PRESIDENT CAN THEN SIGN THE BILL INTO LAW OR VETO IT, SENDING IT BACK TO CONGRESS WITH OBJECTIONS. THIS VETO
POWER IS A SIGNIFICANT CHECK ON LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVES.

IMPEACHMENT POWER

ONE OF THE MOST POTENT CHECKS CONGRESS HOLDS OVER THE EXECUTIVE AND JUDICIAL BRANCHES IS THE POWER OF
IMPEACHMENT. THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES HAS THE SOLE POWER TO IMPEACH FEDERAL OFFICIALS, INCLUDING THE
PRESIDENT, VICE PRESIDENT, AND ALL CIVIL OFFICERS, FOR “TREASON, BRIBERY, OR OTHER HIGH CRIMES AND MISDEMEANORS.”
FOLLOWING IMPEACHMENT BY THE HOUSE, THE SENATE CONDUCTS A TRIAL. A TWO-THIRDS VOTE IN THE SENATE IS REQUIRED
FOR CONVICTION AND REMOVAL FROM OFFICE. THIS POWER SERVES AS A CRITICAL DETERRENT AGAINST MISCONDUCT AND ABUSE
OF POWER AT THE HIGHEST LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT.

OVERSIGHT AND INVESTIGATIONS

CONGRESS HAS BROAD AUTHORITY TO CONDUCT INVESTIGATIONS AND OVERSIGHT OF EXECUTIVE BRANCH AGENCIES AND
OPERATIONS. THROUGH ITS COMMITTEES, CONGRESS CAN HOLD HEARINGS, SUBPOENA WITNESSES AND DOCUMENTS, AND REVIEW
THE EFFECTIVENESS AND LEGALITY OF GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS. THIS OVERSIGHT FUNCTION ENSURES THAT THE EXECUTIVE
BRANCH IS IMPLEMENTING LAWS AS INTENDED AND THAT TAXPAYER MONEY IS BEING USED RESPONSIBLY AND EFFICIENTLY. |T
PROVIDES A VITAL MECHANISM FOR TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY.

CONFIRMATION POWERS

THE SENATE POSSESSES THE EXCLUSIVE POWER TO CONFIRM PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS. THIS INCLUDES CABINET
SECRETARIES, FEDERAL JUDGES (INCLUDING SUPREME COURTJUSTICES), AMBASSADORS, AND OTHER HIGH-RANKING OFFICIALS.
BEFORE THESE INDIVIDUALS CAN ASSUME THEIR POWERFUL ROLES, THEY MUST UNDERGO A THOROUGH VETTING PROCESS BY THE
SENATE, OFTEN INVOLVING PUBLIC HEARINGS AND EXTENSIVE QUESTIONING. THIS CONFIRMATION POWER ALLOWS THE SENATE
TO INFLUENCE THE COMPOSITION OF THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH AND THE JUDICIARY, ENSURING THAT INDIVIDUALS APPOINTED ARE
QUALIFIED AND ALIGNED WITH THE BROADER PRINCIPLES OF GOVERNANCE.

PowEer ofF THE PURSE

CONGRESS CONTROLS THE NATION'S FINANCES THROUGH ITS POWER TO TAX AND SPEND. NO MONEY CAN BE DRAWN FROM THE
TREASURY EXCEPT IN CONSEQUENCE OF APPROPRIATIONS MADE BY LAW. THIS “POWER OF THE PURSE” GIVES CONGRESS
IMMENSE LEVERAGE OVER THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH. THE PRESIDENT MUST REQUEST FUNDING FOR PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES, AND
CONGRESS CAN CHOOSE TO APPROVE, DENY, OR MODIFY THESE REQUESTS. THIS FINANCIAL CONTROL ALLOWS CONGRESS TO
INFLUENCE POLICY DIRECTION AND ENSURE THAT EXECUTIVE ACTIONS ARE SUPPORTED BY ADEQUATE RESOURCES, OR
CONVERSELY, TO STARVE PROGRAMS IT OPPOSES.



THe ExecuUTIVE BRANCH: THE PRESIDENT'S INFLUENCE

THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH, LED BY THE PRESIDENT, IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ENFORCING LAWS PASSED BY CONGRESS AND MANAGING
THE DAY-TO-DAY OPERATIONS OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. W/HILE TASKED WITH EXECUTING POLICY, THE PRESIDENT IS ALSO
SUBJECT TO SIGNIFICANT CHECKS BY THE OTHER BRANCHES. HO\X/EVER, THE EXECUTIVE POSSESSES ITS OWN SET OF POWERS
THAT ALLOW IT TO INFLUENCE AND, IN SOME INSTANCES, RESTRAIN THE LEGISLATIVE AND JUDICIAL BRANCHES.

VETO POWER

A PRIMARY CHECK THE PRESIDENT HAS ON THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH IS THE POWER TO VETO BILLS PASSED BY CONGRESS. W/ HEN
A BILL REACHES THE PRESIDENT'S DESK, HE CAN EITHER SIGN IT INTO LAW OR REJECT IT. IF ABILL IS VETOED, IT RETURNS TO
CONGRESS, WHERE IT CAN ONLY BECOME LAW IF BOTH THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE SENATE OVERRIDE THE VETO
WITH A TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY VOTE. THIS POWER INCENTIVIZES CONGRESS TO CRAFT LEGISLATION THAT CAN GARNER
PRESIDENTIAL SUPPORT OR TO NEGOTIATE COMPROMISES. |T IS A DIRECT CHECK ON THE UNCHECKED POWER OF CONGRESS TO
LEGISLATE.

APPOINTMENT POWER

THE PRESIDENT APPOINTS NUMEROUS OFFICIALS THROUGHOUT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, INCLUDING MEMBERS OF THE CABINET,
HEADS OF FEDERAL AGENCIES, AMBASSADORS, AND FEDERAL JUDGES. THESE APPOINTMENTS ARE CRUCIAL FOR SHAPING THE
DIRECTION OF POLICY AND THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE. W/HILE THESE APPOINTMENTS REQUIRE SENATE CONFIRMATION, THE
INITIAL NOMINATION RESTS WITH THE PRESIDENT, PROVIDING A SIGNIFICANT OPPORTUNITY TO INFLUENCE THE FEDERAL
BUREAUCRACY AND THE JUDICIARY. THIS POWER ALLOWS THE PRESIDENT TO SURROUND HIMSELF WITH INDIVIDUALS WHO SHARE
HIS VISION AND PRIORITIES.

ExecuTive ORDERS

PRESIDENTS CAN ISSUE EXECUTIVE ORDERS, WHICH ARE DIRECTIVES THAT MANAGE OPERATIONS OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.
W/HILE NOT LEGISLATION PASSED BY CONGRESS, EXECUTIVE ORDERS HAVE THE FORCE OF LAW FOR THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH.
CONGRESS CAN, HOWEVER, PASS LEGISLATION THAT MODIFIES OR NULLIFIES THE EFFECT OF AN EXECUTIVE ORDER, AND THE
JUDICIARY CAN RULE THEM UNCONSTITUTIONAL. EXECUTIVE ORDERS ARE A POWERFUL TOOL FOR THE PRESIDENT TO IMPLEMENT
POLICY, BUT THEY ARE SUBJECT TO JUDICIAL AND LEGISLATIVE REVIEW , DEMONSTRATING THE ONGOING INTERPLAY OF POWERS.

CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF ROLE

As CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE ARMED FORCES, THE PRESIDENT HOLDS SIGNIFICANT AUTHORITY OVER MILITARY MATTERS.
WHILE CONGRESS HAS THE POWER TO DECLARE WAR, THE PRESIDENT HAS THE AUTHORITY TO DEPLOY TROOPS AND DIRECT
MILITARY OPERATIONS. THIS ROLE GRANTS THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH CONSIDERABLE INFLUENCE, PARTICULARLY IN MATTERS OF
NATIONAL SECURITY AND FOREIGN POLICY. HO\X/EVER, THIS POWER IS ALSO CHECKED BY CONGRESS'S POWER TO FUND MILITARY
OPERATIONS AND TO DECLARE WAR, PREVENTING THE PRESIDENT FROM ENGAGING IN PROLONGED CONFLICTS WITHOUT
LEGISLATIVE CONSENT.

THe JupiciAL BRANCH: THE SupreMe COURT'S JupiCIAL ReVIEW

THE JUDICIAL BRANCH, HEADED BY THE SUPREME COURT, INTERPRETS THE LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES. ITS PRIMARY ROLE IS
TO ENSURE THAT LAWS AND GOVERNMENT ACTIONS ALIGN WITH THE CONSTITUTION. THIS BRANCH HOLDS A UNIQUE AND
POWERFUL CHECK ON THE OTHER TWO BRANCHES THROUGH THE DOCTRINE OF JUDICIAL REVIEW. THE_JUDICIARYIS INDEPENDENCE IS
CRUCIAL FOR ITS FUNCTION, ENSURING THAT DECISIONS ARE MADE BASED ON LAW, NOT POLITICAL PRESSURE.



JubiciAL Review EXPLAINED

JUDICIAL REVIEW IS THE POWER OF THE COURTS TO REVIEW THE CONSTITUTIONALITY OF LAWS PASSED BY CONGRESS AND
ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH. [F A COURT FINDS A LAW OR ACTION TO BE IN VIOLATION OF THE CONSTITUTION,
IT CAN DECLARE THAT LAW OR ACTION VOID. THIS POWER WAS FAMOUSLY ESTABLISHED IN THE LANDMARK SUPREME COURT
CASE MARBURY V. MAD/SON(T 803) [T IS A FUNDAMENTAL CHECK THAT PREVENTS THE LEGISLATIVE AND EXECUTIVE
BRANCHES FROM EXCEEDING THEIR CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY.

INTERPRETING THE CONSTITUTION

THE SUPREME COURT, IN PARTICULAR, SERVES AS THE ULTIMATE INTERPRETER OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION. I TS DECISIONS SET
PRECEDENTS THAT GUIDE LOWER COURTS AND SHAPE THE UNDERSTANDING OF CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS AND GOVERNMENTAL
POWERS. THROUGH ITS INTERPRETATIONS, THE COURT CAN SIGNIFICANTLY INFLUENCE POLICY AND SOCIETAL NORMS, ACTING AS
A CRUCIAL CHECK ON THE OTHER BRANCHES BY DEFINING THE BOUNDARIES OF THEIR AUTHORITY AND THE RIGHTS OF CITIZENS.

SETTING PRECEDENTS

THE DECISIONS MADE BY THE SUPREME COURT, AND BY EXTENSION OTHER FEDERAL COURTS, ESTABLISH LEGAL PRECEDENTS.
THESE PRECEDENTS ARE BINDING ON LOWER COURTS AND PROVIDE A FRAMEWORK FOR FUTURE LEGAL DECISIONS. THIS ASPECT OF
JUDICIAL POWER MEANS THAT THE_JUDICIARYIS INTERPRETATIONS HAVE A LASTING IMPACT, INFLUENCING HOW LAWS ARE
APPLIED AND HOW GOVERNMENT OPERATES FOR YEARS TO COME. |T ENSURES A DEGREE OF CONSISTENCY AND PREDICTABILITY IN
THE LEGAL SYSTEM.

INTERPLAY BETWEEN BRANCHES: A DYNAMIC SYSTEM

THE SYSTEM OF CHECKS AND BALANCES IS NOT STATIC; IT IS A DYNAMIC AND OFTEN CONTENTIOUS INTERPLAY BETWEEN THE
THREE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT. EACH BRANCH CONSTANTLY EXERCISES ITS POWERS TO LIMIT OR INFLUENCE THE OTHERS,
CREATING A SYSTEM OF PERPETUAL NEGOTIATION AND ADJUSTMENT. THIS DYNAMIC INTERACTION IS ESSENTIAL FOR MAINTAINING
THE BALANCE OF POWER AND PREVENTING ANY SINGLE BRANCH FROM BECOMING TOO DOMINANT.

LeGisLATIVE CHECKS ON EXECUTIVE

CONGRESS CAN OVERRIDE PRESIDENTIAL VETOES, CONDUCT INVESTIGATIONS INTO EXECUTIVE ACTIONS, REFUSE TO FUND
EXECUTIVE INITIATIVES, AND IMPEACH AND REMOVE THE PRESIDENT. THE SENATE'S CONFIRMATION POWER OVER APPOINTMENTS
ALSO SERVES AS A SIGNIFICANT CHECK ON THE EXECUTIVE'S ABILITY TO STAFF ITS ADMINISTRATION.

LeGiSLATIVE CHECKS ON JUDICIAL

CONGRESS CAN IMPEACH AND REMOVE FEDERAL JUDGES, PROPOSE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS TO OVERTURN JUDICIAL
DECISIONS, AND DETERMINE THE STRUCTURE AND JURISDICTION OF FEDERAL COURTS. THE SENATE'S CONFIRMATION POWER
EXTENDS TO JUDICIAL APPOINTMENTS.

ExecuTive CHECKS ON LEGISLATIVE

THE PRESIDENT CAN VETO LEGISLATION PASSED BY CONGRESS/ CALL SPECIAL SESSIONS OF CONGRESS, AND PROPOSE
LEGISLATION. THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH ALSO PLAYS A ROLE IN SETTING THE AGENDA AND INFLUENCING PUBLIC OPINION, WHICH
CAN IMPACT LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES.



ExecuTive CHECKS ON JUDICIAL

THE PRESIDENT APPOINTS FEDERAL JUDGES, INCLUDING SUPREME COURTJUSTICES, SUBJECT TO SENATE CONFIRMATION. THE
PRESIDENT ALSO HAS THE POWER TO GRANT PARDONS AND REPRIEVES, WHICH CAN OVERTURN JUDICIAL SENTENCES.

JubiciaL CHecks ON LEGISLATIVE

THROUGH JUDICIAL REVIEW, COURTS CAN DECLARE LAWS PASSED BY CONGRESS UNCONSTITUTIONAL. THIS POWER
SIGNIFICANTLY LIMITS CONGRESS'S ABILITY TO LEGISLATE OUTSIDE THE BOUNDS OF THE CONSTITUTION.

JupiciaL CHecks oN EXECUTIVE

COURTS CAN REVIEW EXECUTIVE ACTIONS AND DECLARE THEM UNCONSTITUTIONAL OR ILLEGAL. THEY CAN ISSUE INJUNCTIONS
THAT PREVENT EXECUTIVE ACTIONS FROM TAKING EFFECT.

THE IMPORTANCE OF CHECKS AND BALANCES

THE ENDURING IMPORTANCE OF THE SYSTEM OF CHECKS AND BALANCES LIES IN ITS ABILITY TO PROTECT AGAINST THE
CONCENTRATION OF POWER AND TO PRESERVE INDIVIDUAL LIBERTIES. BY CREATING A SYSTEM WHERE POWER IS DIFFUSED AND
SUBJECT TO CONSTANT SCRUTINY, THE FOUNDERS AIMED TO PREVENT THE RISE OF TYRANNY AND TO ENSURE A GOVERNMENT
THAT IS ACCOUNTABLE TO ITS CITIZENS. THIS FRAMEWORK FOSTERS DELIBERATION, ENCOURAGES COMPROMISE, AND
ULTIMATELY LEADS TO MORE STABLE AND WELL-CONSIDERED GOVERNANCE.

MOREOVER, THE SYSTEM OF CHECKS AND BALANCES IS A KEY SAFEGUARD OF THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS. |T ENSURES THAT NO
SINGLE INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP CAN UNILATERALLY ALTER THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF THE NATION OR INFRINGE UPON THE
RIGHTS GUARANTEED BY THE CONSTITUTION. THE ONGOING TENSION AND NEGOTIATION BETWEEN THE BRANCHES, WHILE
SOMETIMES APPEARING INEFFICIENT, ARE PRECISELY WHAT MAKE THE SYSTEM RESILIENT AND PROTECTIVE OF DEMOCRATIC
VALUES.

CHALLENGES AND EvoLuTIoN oF CHECkS AND BALANCES

DESPITE ITS ROBUST DESIGN, THE SYSTEM OF CHECKS AND BALANCES IS NOT WITHOUT ITS CHALLENGES. PoLITiIcAL
POLARIZATION, THE RISE OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE STATE, AND EVOLVING INTERPRETATIONS OF CONSTITUTIONAL POWERS HAVE
ALL PLACED STRESS ON THIS DELICATE EQUILIBRIUM. PRESIDENTS HAVE, AT TIMES, ASSERTED BROAD EXECUTIVE AUTHORITY,
AND CONGRESS HAS FACED CHALLENGES IN EFFECTIVELY EXERCISING ITS OVERSIGHT FUNCTIONS. THEJUDICIARY, TOO, HAS SEEN
ITS ROLE DEBATED AND SCRUTINIZED.

OVER TIME, THE BALANCE OF POWER BETWEEN THE BRANCHES HAS SHIFTED. For INSTANCE, THE EXPANSION OF PRESIDENTIAL
POWER IN FOREIGN POLICY AND NATIONAL SECURITY MATTERS HAS BEEN A SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT. SIMILARLY, THE GROWTH
OF REGULATORY AGENCIES WITHIN THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH HAS CREATED NEW COMPLEXITIES FOR LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT.
DESPITE THESE EVOLVING DYNAMICS, THE CORE PRINCIPLES OF CHECKS AND BALANCES REMAIN VITAL, CONSTANTLY ADAPTING
TO NEW CIRCUMSTANCES WHILE STRIVING TO UPHOLD THE FOUNDATIONAL INTENT OF THE CONSTITUTION.

FAQ



Q: WHAT IS THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF CHECKS AND BALANCES IN THE U.S.
GOVERNMENT?

A: THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF CHECKS AND BALANCES IN THE U.S. GOVERNMENT IS TO PREVENT ANY SINGLE BRANCH FROM
BECOMING TOO POWERFUL AND TO ENSURE THAT POWER IS DISTRIBUTED AND ACCOUNTABLE, THEREBY PROTECTING INDIVIDUAL
LIBERTIES AND PREVENTING TYRANNY.

QZ How DOES THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH CHECK THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH?

A: THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH CHECKS THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH THROUGH POWERS SUCH AS OVERRIDING PRESIDENTIAL VETOES,
CONDUCTING INVESTIGATIONS, CONTROLLING FUNDING THROUGH THE POWER OF THE PURSE, IMPEACHING AND REMOVING THE
PRESIDENT, AND BY REQUIRING SENATE CONFIRMATION FOR APPOINTMENTS.

QI \WHAT IS JUDICIAL REVIEW AND HOW DOES IT FUNCTION AS A CHECK?

AIJUDICIAL REVIEW IS THE POWER OF THE COURTS TO EXAMINE THE CONSTITUTIONALITY OF LAWS PASSED BY CONGRESS AND
ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH. [F A LAW OR ACTION IS FOUND TO BE UNCONSTITUTIONAL, THE COURT CAN
DECLARE IT VOID, THUS ACTING AS A SIGNIFICANT CHECK ON THE OTHER BRANCHES.

Q: CAN THE PRESIDENT DIRECTLY APPOINT SUPREME COURT JUSTICES WITHOUT ANY
CHECKS?

A: NO/ THE PRESIDENT CAN NOMINATE SUPREME COURTJUSTICES, BUT THESE APPOINTMENTS MUST BE CONFIRMED BY A
MAJORITY VOTE OF THE SENATE, WHICH SERVES AS A CRUCIAL CHECK ON THE PRESIDENT’S APPOINTMENT POWER.

Q: \WHAT HAPPENS IF THE PRESIDENT VETOES A BILL PASSED BY CONGRESS?

A: |F THE PRESIDENT VETOES A BILL, IT IS SENT BACK TO CONGRESS. THE BILL CAN STILL BECOME LAW IF BOTH THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES AND THE SENATE VOTE TO OVERRIDE THE VETO WITH A TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY.

QZ How DO THE CHECKS AND BALANCES SYSTEM ADDRESS POTENTIAL ABUSES OF
POWER BY FEDERAL JUDGES?

A: FEDERAL JUDGES CAN BE REMOVED FROM OFFICE THROUGH THE IMPEACHMENT PROCESS, INITIATED BY THE House oF
REPRESENTATIVES AND TRIED BY THE SENATE/ FOR MISCONDUCT. CONGRESS ALSO HAS THE POWER TO PROPOSE
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS TO OVERTURN JUDICIAL DECISIONS AND CAN INFLUENCE THE STRUCTURE AND JURISDICTION OF
FEDERAL COURTS.

QZ IS THE SYSTEM OF CHECKS AND BALANCES STATIC , OR DOES IT EVOLVE OVER TIMEP

A: THE SYSTEM OF CHECKS AND BALANCES IS NOT STATIC; IT IS A DYNAMIC FRAMEWORK THAT EVOLVES OVER TIME. PoLiTicAL
DEVELOPMENTS, SOCIETAL CHANGES, AND NEW INTERPRETATIONS OF THE CONSTITUTION CAN LEAD TO SHIFTS IN THE BALANCE
OF POWER BETWEEN THE BRANCHES.
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