CHECKS AND BALANCES AND US GOVERNMENT ABUSE OF POWER
US

CHECKS AND BALANCES AND US GOVERNMENT ABUSE OF POWER US ARE FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPTS WOVEN INTO THE FABRIC OF
AMERICAN DEMOCRACY, DESIGNED TO PREVENT ANY SINGLE BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT FROM BECOMING TOO DOMINANT. THis
INTRICATE SYSTEM, BORN FROM THE FRAMERS' WISDOM, AIMS TO SAFEGUARD INDIVIDUAL LIBERTIES AND ENSURE
ACCOUNTABILITY. WITHOUT ROBUST CHECKS AND BALANCES, THE POTENTIAL FOR GOVERNMENT OVERREACH AND ABUSE OF
POWER ESCALATES, THREATENING THE VERY PRINCIPLES UPON WHICH THE UNITED STATES WAS FOUNDED. THIS ARTICLE DELVES
INTO THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT, THE MECHANISMS OF THESE SAFEGUARDS, HISTORICAL INSTANCES OF THEIR TESTING, AND THE
ONGOING DIALOGUE SURROUNDING THEIR EFFECTIVENESS IN PREVENTING US GOVERNMENT ABUSE OF POWER. UNDERSTANDING THIS
DYNAMIC IS CRUCIAL FOR EVERY INFORMED CITIZEN.
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THE GeNesls oF CHECKS AND BALANCES

THE CONCEPT OF SEPARATING GOVERNMENTAL POWERS TO PREVENT TYRANNY HAS ANCIENT ROOTS, DRAWING INSPIRATION
FROM PHILOSOPHERS LIKE MONTESQUIEU. HO\X/EVER, THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION ENSHRINED THIS PRINCIPLE IN A NOVEL
AND ROBUST MANNER. THE FRAMERS, HAVING RECENTLY BROKEN FREE FROM THE AUTOCRATIC RULE OF THE BRITISH MONARCHY,
\WERE DEEPLY CONCERNED WITH ESTABLISHING A GOVERNMENT THAT WAS POWERFUL ENOUGH TO BE EFFECTIVE BUT RESTRAINED
ENOUGH TO BE SAFE. THEY METICULOUSLY DEBATED AND DESIGNED A SYSTEM WHERE POWER WAS NOT CONCENTRATED BUT
DIVIDED AND SHARED, WITH EACH BRANCH POSSESSING THE AUTHORITY TO LIMIT THE ACTIONS OF THE OTHERS. THis
INTENTIONAL DIFFUSION OF POWER WAS INTENDED TO FOSTER DELIBERATION, PREVENT HASTY DECISIONS, AND ULTIMATELY
PROTECT THE POPULACE FROM THE CAPRICIOUS WHIMS OF UNCHECKED AUTHORITY.

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A FEDERAL SYSTEM, DIVIDING POWER BETWEEN THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT AND STATE GOVERNMENTS,
FURTHER AUGMENTED THIS INTRICATE WEB OF CONTROL. THIS DUAL SOVEREIGNTY CREATED ANOTHER LAYER OF CHECKS, WITH
STATES HOLDING SIGNIFICANT AUTONOMOUS POWERS AND THE ABILITY TO CHALLENGE FEDERAL OVERREACH. THE CHECKS AND
BALANCES SYSTEM, THEREFORE, IS NOT MERELY A THEORETICAL CONSTRUCT BUT A PRACTICAL ARCHITECTURE OF GOVERNANCE
DESIGNED TO MANAGE THE INHERENT TENSIONS IN ANY POWER STRUCTURE AND TO SERVE AS A BULWARK AGAINST THE
TEMPTATION TOWARDS US GOVERNMENT ABUSE OF POWER.

THe THReEe BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT AND T HEIR ROLES

THeE UNiTED STATES CONSTITUTION ESTABLISHES THREE DISTINCT BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT: THE LEGISLATIVE, THE
EXECUTIVE, AND THE JUDICIAL. EACH BRANCH HAS ITS OWN SPECIFIC RESPONSIBILITIES AND POWERS, AND CRUCIALLY, THE
ABILITY TO INFLUENCE AND CONSTRAIN THE ACTIONS OF THE OTHER TWO BRANCHES. THIS TRIPARTITE DIVISION IS THE BEDROCK
UPON WHICH THE ENTIRE SYSTEM OF CHECKS AND BALANCES IS BUILT.

THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH, EMBODIED BY CONGRESS (THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE SENATE), IS PRIMARILY
RESPONSIBLE FOR MAKING LAWS. THIS BRANCH HOLDS SIGNIFICANT POWER OVER THE OTHER BRANCHES, INCLUDING THE POWER
TO IMPEACH AND REMOVE FEDERAL OFFICIALS, TO APPROVE OR REJECT PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND TREATIES, AND TO
CONTROL THE GOVERNMENT'S PURSE STRINGS. |TS ROLE IS TO TRANSLATE THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE INTO ACTIONABLE POLICY,



BUT ITS ACTIONS ARE SUBJECT TO SCRUTINY FROM THE EXECUTIVE AND JUDICIAL BRANCHES.

THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH, HEADED BY THE PRESIDENT, IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ENFORCING THE LAWS PASSED BY CONGRESS. THE
PRESIDENT ALSO SERVES AS COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE ARMED FORCES, CONDUCTS FOREIGN POLICY, AND APPOINTS FEDERAL
JUDGES AND OTHER OFFICIALS. WHILE THE PRESIDENT WIELDS CONSIDERABLE AUTHORITY, THIS POWER IS CHECKED BY
CONGRESS'S OVERSIGHT AND IMPEACHMENT POWERS, AND BY THEJUDICIARYIS ABILITY TO REVIEW EXECUTIVE ACTIONS.

THe JubiCIAL BRANCH, LED BY THE SUPREME COURT, IS RESPONSIBLE FOR INTERPRETING THE LAWS AND THE CONSTITUTION. |T
HAS THE POWER OF JUDICIAL REVIEW, ALLOWING IT TO DECLARE LAWS OR EXECUTIVE ACTIONS UNCONSTITUTIONAL. THIS
ULTIMATE CHECK ENSURES THAT ALL GOVERNMENTAL ACTIONS REMAIN WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF THE CONSTITUTION, SERVING
AS A CRITICAL SAFEGUARD AGAINST US GOVERNMENT ABUSE OF POWER.

LeGISLATIVE CHECKS ON EXECUTIVE POWER

CONGRESS POSSESSES A FORMIDABLE ARRAY OF TOOLS TO KEEP THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH IN CHECK, ENSURING THAT PRESIDENTIAL
ACTIONS ARE CONSISTENT WITH THE LAW AND THE CONSTITUTION. ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT IS THE POWER OF THE
PURSE. CONGRESS CONTROLS FEDERAL SPENDING, MEANING IT MUST APPROVE FUNDING FOR EXECUTIVE AGENCIES AND THEIR
PROGRAMS. THIS FINANCIAL LEVERAGE ALLOWS CONGRESS TO INFLUENCE EXECUTIVE POLICY AND TO SCRUTINIZE HOW
TAXPAYER MONEY IS BEING USED, PREVENTING THE EXECUTIVE FROM UNILATERALLY EXPANDING ITS REACH OR ENGAGING IN
UNAUTHORIZED EXPENDITURES.

ANOTHER CRITICAL LEGISLATIVE CHECK IS THE OVERSIGHT FUNCTION. CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES HOLD HEARINGS, CONDUCT
INVESTIGATIONS, AND REQUEST REPORTS FROM EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES. THIS CONSTANT SCRUTINY HOLDS THE
EXECUTIVE ACCOUNTABLE FOR ITS ACTIONS AND CAN UNCOVER INSTANCES OF POTENTIAL US GOVERNMENT ABUSE OF POWER.
FURTHERMORE, CONGRESS HAS THE POWER TO IMPEACH AND REMOVE THE PRESIDENT, VICE PRESIDENT, AND OTHER FEDERAL
OFFICIALS FOR ”TREASON, BRIBERY, OR OTHER HIGH CRIMES AND MISDEMEANORS.” THIS ULTIMATE SANCTION, THOUGH RARELY
USED, SERVES AS A POTENT DETERRENT AGAINST EGREGIOUS MISCONDUCT.

SPECIFIC EXAMPLES OF LEGISLATIVE CHECKS INCLUDE:

THE SENATE'S CONFIRMATION POWER OVER PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS, INCLUDING CABINET SECRETARIES,
AMBASSADORS, AND FEDERAL JUDGES.

THE SENATE'S ROLE IN RATIFYING TREATIES NEGOTIATED BY THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH.

CONGRESSIONAL AUTHORIZATION OF MILITARY FORCE, PREVENTING THE PRESIDENT FROM ENGAGING IN PROLONGED
CONFLICTS WITHOUT LEGISLATIVE CONSENT.

® THE POWER TO OVERRIDE A PRESIDENTIAL VETO WITH A TWO-THIRDS VOTE IN BOTH HOUSES.

ExecuTive CHECkS ON LEGISLATIVE AND JUDICIAL POWER

THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH IS NOT WITHOUT ITS OWN MEANS OF CHECKING THE OTHER BRANCHES, CONTRIBUTING TO THE DYNAMIC
EQUILIBRIUM OF THE GOVERNMENT. THE PRESIDENT CAN VETO LEGISLATION PASSED BY CONGRESS. WHILE THIS IS A POWERFUL
CHECK, IT IS NOT ABSOLUTE, CONGRESS CAN OVERRIDE A VETO WITH A TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY IN BOTH THE HOUSE AND THE
SENATE, THOUGH THIS IS A DIFFICULT THRESHOLD TO MEET. THIS VETO POWER FORCES CONGRESS TO CAREFULLY CONSIDER
LEGISLATION AND OFTEN TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE EXECUTIVE TO ENSURE PASSAGE.

THE PRESIDENT ALSO PLAYS A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE JUDICIAL BRANCH THROUGH THE APPOINTMENT OF FEDERAL JUDGES,
INCLUDING SUPREME COURT JUSTICES. THESE APPOINTMENTS ARE FOR LIFE, MEANING A PRESIDENT'S INFLUENCE ON THE JUDICIARY
CAN EXTEND FOR DECADES. THE PRESIDENT NOMINATES CANDIDATES, BUT THESE NOMINEES MUST BE CONFIRMED BY THE SENATE/
ILLUSTRATING HOW THE BRANCHES CAN ACT IN CONCERT TO SHAPE THE JUDICIARY. THIS POWER IS A CRUCIAL CHECK ON THE
JUDICIARY,S ABILITY TO BROADLY INTERPRET LAWS, AS THE PRESIDENT CAN APPOINT JUDGES WHO ALIGN WITH A PARTICULAR
JUDICIAL PHILOSOPHY.

FURTHERMORE, THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH CAN INFLUENCE THE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA BY PROPOSING LEGISLATION AND BY USING THE
“BULLY PULPIT” TO RALLY PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR CERTAIN POLICIES. W/HILE CONGRESS ULTIMATELY WRITES AND PASSES LAWS,



THE PRESIDENT’S ABILITY TO FRAME THE DEBATE AND ADVOCATE FOR SPECIFIC MEASURES IS A SIGNIFICANT FORM OF EXECUTIVE
INFLUENCE.

JupiciAL Review: THE ULTIMATE CHECK

THE POWER OF JUDICIAL REVIEW, THOUGH NOT EXPLICITLY ENUMERATED IN THE CONSTITUTION, WAS FAMOUSLY ESTABLISHED
IN THE LANDMARK SUPREME COURT CASE MARBURY V. MADISON (1803). THIS POWER GRANTS THE JUDICIARY THE AUTHORITY
TO EXAMINE THE ACTIONS OF THE LEGISLATIVE AND EXECUTIVE BRANCHES AND TO DECLARE THEM UNCONSTITUTIONAL IF THEY
CONFLICT WITH THE CONSTITUTION. THIS IS ARGUABLY THE MOST POTENT CHECK WITHIN THE US SYSTEM, ACTING AS THE
ULTIMATE ARBITER OF GOVERNMENTAL POWER AND A CRITICAL SAFEGUARD AGAINST US GOVERNMENT ABUSE OF POWER.

W/HEN CONGRESS PASSES A LAW, OR WHEN THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH TAKES AN ACTION, THAT ACTION CAN BE CHALLENGED IN
COURT. IF THE CASE REACHES THE SUPREME COURT, THE JUSTICES WILL REVIEW THE LAW OR ACTION AGAINST THE BACKDROP
oF THE CONSTITUTION. |[F THEY FIND IT TO BE IN VIOLATION, IT IS RENDERED NULL AND VOID. THIS PREVENTS EITHER THE
LEGISLATURE OR THE EXECUTIVE FROM ENACTING LAWS OR POLICIES THAT FUNDAMENTALLY UNDERMINE THE RIGHTS AND
PRINCIPLES ENSHRINED IN THE CONSTITUTION.

THE IMPLICATIONS OF JUDICIAL REVIEW ARE PROFOUND. |T ENSURES THAT THE CONSTITUTION REMAINS THE SUPREME LAW OF
THE LAND AND THAT ALL GOVERNMENTAL POWERS ARE EXERCISED WITHIN ITS BOUNDARIES. W ITHOUT JUDICIAL REVIEW, THE
OTHER BRANCHES COULD POTENTIALLY DISREGARD CONSTITUTIONAL LIMITS WITH IMPUNITY, LEADING TO UNCHECKED POWER
AND A SIGNIFICANT RISK OF ABUSE.

HisTorICAL INSTANCES OF US GOVERNMENT ABUSE OF POWER

DESPITE THE ROBUST FRAMEWORK OF CHECKS AND BALANCES, THE HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES IS NOT WITHOUT ITS
EXAMPLES OF GOVERNMENT OVERREACH AND ABUSE OF POWER. | HESE INSTANCES, WHILE OFTEN MET WITH SIGNIFICANT PUBLIC
AND INSTITUTIONAL RESISTANCE, SERVE AS STARK REMINDERS OF THE PERPETUAL NEED FOR VIGILANCE. ONE OF THE MOST
EGREGIOUS EXAMPLES IS THE INTERNMENT OFJAPANESE AMERICANS DURING W/ ORLD W AR ||, WHERE EXECUTIVE ACTIONS, WITH
LEGISLATIVE ACQUIESCENCE, LED TO THE FORCED RELOCATION AND DETENTION OF CITIZENS BASED ON THEIR ANCESTRY. THis
PERIOD HIGHLIGHTED HOW W ARTIME EXIGENCIES COULD BE USED TO JUSTIFY ACTIONS THAT SEVERELY VIOLATED CIVIL LIBERTIES.

ANOTHER CRITICAL PERIOD WAS THE CoLD W AR ERA, WHICH SAW THE RISE OF MCCARTHYISM AND WIDESPREAD ACCUSATIONS
OF DISLOYALTY. THE House UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE AND SENATOR JOSEPH MCCARTHY EMPLOYED TACTICS
THAT INFRINGED ON FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND ASSOCIATION, LEADING TO BLACKLISTING AND RUINED CAREERS BASED ON FLIMSY
EVIDENCE OR POLITICAL SUSPICION. THIS DEMONSTRATED HOW FEAR AND POLITICAL PRESSURE COULD ERODE CONSTITUTIONAL
PROTECTIONS AND ENABLE GOVERNMENT OVERREACH.

MoREe RECENTLY, DEBATES SURROUNDING EXECUTIVE ORDERS RELATED TO IMMIGRATION, SURVEILLANCE PROGRAMS, AND THE USE
OF EXECUTIVE PRIVILEGE HAVE RAISED CONCERNS ABOUT THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH POTENTIALLY EXCEEDING ITS CONSTITUTIONAL
AUTHORITY. THESE EPISODES UNDERSCORE THE ONGOING TENSION BETWEEN NATIONAL SECURITY, GOVERNMENTAL EFFICIENCY,
AND THE PRESERVATION OF INDIVIDUAL FREEDOMS. EACH INSTANCE TESTS THE RESILIENCE OF THE CHECKS AND BALANCES SYSTEM
AND NECESSITATES A RE-EVALUATION OF HOW TO PREVENT FUTURE US GOVERNMENT ABUSE OF POWER.

W/HEN CHecks AND BALANCES FAIL orR ARE WEAKENED

THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE CHECKS AND BALANCES SYSTEM IS NOT GUARANTEED, IT IS A DYNAMIC PROCESS THAT CAN BE
WEAKENED BY A VARIETY OF FACTORS. ONE SIGNIFICANT THREAT ARISES WHEN ONE BRANCH BECOMES UNDULY DOMINANT, OFTEN
THROUGH POLITICAL PARTISANSHIP OR A FAILURE OF INSTITUTIONS TO FULFILL THEIR OVERSIGHT ROLES. IF CONGRESS IS HIGHLY
POLARIZED OR LARGELY ALIGNED WITH THE PRESIDENT, ITS ABILITY TO ACT AS AN INDEPENDENT CHECK CAN BE SEVERELY
DIMINISHED, CREATING AN ENVIRONMENT RIPE FOR US GOVERNMENT ABUSE OF POWER.

SIMILARLY,JUDICIAL ACTIVISM OR A JUDICIARY PERCEIVED AS OVERLY POLITICAL CAN UNDERMINE PUBLIC TRUST AND ITS ROLE
AS A NEUTRAL ARBITER. |F THE JUDICIARY IS SEEN AS SIMPLY RUBBER-STAMPING THE ACTIONS OF THE OTHER BRANCHES, OR
CONVERSELY, AS LEGISLATING FROM THE BENCH, ITS LEGITIMACY AS A CHECK CAN BE COMPROMISED. THE EROSION OF NORMS AND
TRADITIONS THAT HAVE HISTORICALLY GUIDED THE BEHAVIOR OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS ALSO PLAYS A ROLE. FOR INSTANCE, A
DECLINE IN RESPECTFUL POLITICAL DISCOURSE OR AN INCREASE IN PARTISAN ATTACKS CAN MAKE COMPROMISE AND DELIBERATION



MORE DIFFICULT, WEAKENING THE COLLABORATIVE ASPECT OF CHECKS AND BALANCES.

THE INFLUENCE OF MONEY IN POLITICS, THROUGH LOBBYING AND CAMPAIGN FINANCE, CAN ALSO SUBTLY BUT POWERFULLY SHIFT
THE BALANCE OF POWER, MAKING ELECTED OFFICIALS MORE RESPONSIVE TO SPECIAL INTERESTS THAN TO THE PUBLIC GOOD. THis
CAN LEAD TO LEGISLATION THAT FAVORS CERTAIN GROUPS, POTENTIALLY AT THE EXPENSE OF BROADER CONSTITUTIONAL
PRINCIPLES AND A ROBUST SYSTEM OF ACCOUNTABILITY, THEREBY INCREASING THE RISK OF US GOVERNMENT ABUSE OF POWER.

MoDERN CHALLENGES TO THE SYSTEM

IN THE CONTEMPORARY ERA, THE CHECKS AND BALANCES SYSTEM FACES A NEW SET OF COMPLEX CHALLENGES, AMPLIFIED BY THE
RAPID PACE OF TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGE AND THE 24/7 NEWS CYCLE. THE RISE OF SOCIAL MEDIA AND THE FRAGMENTATION OF
INFORMATION HAVE CREATED AN ENVIRONMENT WHERE MISINFORMATION CAN SPREAD RAPIDLY, MAKING IT HARDER FOR THE PUBLIC
TO DISCERN TRUTH AND HOLD GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABLE. THIS CAN EMPOWER LEADERS WHO BYPASS TRADITIONAL MEDIA
SCRUTINY AND APPEAL DIRECTLY TO THEIR BASE, POTENTIALLY WEAKENING THE DELIBERATIVE PROCESSES THAT CHECKS AND
BALANCES ARE DESIGNED TO FOSTER. THE SPEED AT WHICH INFORMATION AND EVENTS UNFOLD ALSO PUTS PRESSURE ON
INSTITUTIONS TO REACT QUICKLY, SOMETIMES AT THE EXPENSE OF CAREFUL CONSIDERATION AND THOROUGH OVERSIGHT,
INCREASING THE RISK OF UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES OR EVEN US GOVERNMENT ABUSE OF POWER.

THE INCREASING POLARIZATION OF THE ELECTORATE AND THE ACCOMPANYING LEGISLATIVE GRIDLOCK PRESENT ANOTHER
SIGNIFICANT HURDLE. \W/HEN PARTISAN DIVIDES BECOME INSURMOUNT ABLE, COMPROMISE BECOMES IMPOSSIBLE, AND THE ABILITY
oF CONGRESS TO EFFECTIVELY CHECK THE EXECUTIVE OR TO PASS MEANINGFUL LEGISLATION IS HAMPERED. THIS CAN LEAD TO A
RELIANCE ON EXECUTIVE ORDERS OR OTHER UNILATERAL ACTIONS, WHICH MAY BE MORE SUSCEPTIBLE TO PARTISAN
INTERPRETATION AND POTENTIALLY OVERREACH. THE GLOBAL NATURE OF MODERN CHALLENGES, SUCH AS TERRORISM AND
ECONOMIC CRISES, ALSO PLACES IMMENSE PRESSURE ON THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH, SOMETIMES LEADING TO ARGUMENTS FOR
EXPANDED EXECUTIVE AUTHORITY IN THE NAME OF NATIONAL SECURITY, WHICH CAN THEN STRAIN THE CONSTITUTIONAL
LIMITATIONS DESIGNED TO PREVENT US GOVERNMENT ABUSE OF POWER.

FURTHERMORE/ THE INCREASING COMPLEXITY OF GOVERNMENT AND THE ECONOMY MEANS THAT OVERSIGHT ROLES BECOME MORE
TECHNICAL AND DEMANDING. ENSURING THAT SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND DEPARTMENTS ARE OPERATING EFFECTIVELY AND
ETHICALLY REQUIRES SIGNIFICANT EXPERTISE AND RESOURCES, WHICH CAN BE CHALLENGING TO MAINTAIN IN A POLITICALLY
CHARGED ENVIRONMENT. THESE MODERN COMPLEXITIES DEMAND CONSTANT ADAPTATION AND A RENEWED COMMITMENT TO THE
PRINCIPLES OF CHECKS AND BALANCES TO ENSURE A HEALTHY AND ACCOUNTABLE GOVERNMENT.

THE RoLE ofF THE CiTizeN IN UPHOLDING CHECkS AND BALANCES

THE ULTIMATE EFFECTIVENESS OF CHECKS AND BALANCES HINGES NOT SOLELY ON THE DESIGN OF INSTITUTIONS BUT ON THE
ACTIVE PARTICIPATION AND VIGILANCE OF THE CITIZENRY. AN INFORMED AND ENGAGED PUBLIC IS THE MOST CRUCIAL SAFEGUARD
AGAINST US GOVERNMENT ABUSE OF POWER. CITIZENS HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO STAY INFORMED ABOUT THE ACTIONS OF
THEIR ELECTED OFFICIALS ACROSS ALL BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT, TO UNDERSTAND THE CONSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK, AND TO
CRITICALLY EVALUATE INFORMATION FROM VARIOUS SOURCES. THIS ENGAGEMENT GOES BEYOND SIMPLY VOTING; IT INVOLVES
PARTICIPATING IN PUBLIC DISCOURSE, CONTACTING REPRESENTATIVES, AND HOLDING THEM ACCOUNTABLE FOR THEIR DECISIONS.

ORGANIZING/ ADVOCATING FOR POLICY CHANGES, AND SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS THAT PROMOTE CIVIC EDUCATION AND
GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY ARE VITAL ROLES FOR CITIZENS. W/HEN THE PUBLIC IS AWARE OF POTENTIAL OVERREACH AND
VOCAL IN ITS OPPOSITION, IT CREATES A POWERFUL DETERRENT. FURTHERMORE, CITIZENS HAVE THE RIGHT TO PROTEST
PEACEFULLY AND TO EXERCISE THEIR FREEDOM OF SPEECH TO VOICE CONCERNS ABOUT GOVERNMENT ACTIONS. THESE ACTIONS,
WHEN \WIDESPREAD AND PERSISTENT, CAN FORCE ELECTED OFFICIALS AND INSTITUTIONS TO RECONSIDER THEIR COURSE AND
ADHERE MORE CLOSELY TO CONSTITUTIONAL PRINCIPLES.

THE LEGAL SYSTEM ALSO PROVIDES AVENUES FOR CITIZENS TO CHALLENGE GOVERNMENT ACTIONS THEY BELIEVE ARE
UNCONSTITUTIONAL. SUPPORTING CIVIL LIBERTIES ORGANIZATIONS AND LEGAL ADVOCACY GROUPS THAT WORK TO DEFEND
CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS IS ANOTHER WAY CITIZENS CAN CONTRIBUTE. ULTIMATELY, THE STRENGTH OF THE US SYSTEM OF
CHECKS AND BALANCES IS DIRECTLY PROPORTIONAL TO THE COMMITMENT OF ITS CITIZENS TO UPHOLDING THE PRINCIPLES OF
LIMITED GOVERNMENT AND INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY, SERVING AS A CONSTANT, DECENTRALIZED CHECK ON THE POTENTIAL FOR us
GOVERNMENT ABUSE OF POWER.



STRENGTHENING THE SAFEGUARDS FOR THE FUTURE

LoOKING AHEAD, ENSURING THE CONTINUED EFFICACY OF CHECKS AND BALANCES REQUIRES A MULTIFACETED APPROACH THAT
ADDRESSES BOTH INSTITUTIONAL DESIGN AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT. ONE CRUCIAL AREA FOR STRENGTHENING IS CAMPAIGN FINANCE
REFORM, WHICH AIMS TO REDUCE THE UNDUE INFLUENCE OF WEALTHY DONORS AND SPECIAL INTERESTS ON ELECTIONS AND
POLICY-MAKING. BY LEVELING THE PLAYING FIELD, REFORMS CAN HELP ENSURE THAT ELECTED OFFICIALS ARE MORE RESPONSIVE TO
THE NEEDS OF ALL CONSTITUENTS, RATHER THAN A SELECT FEW, THEREBY MITIGATING ONE AVENUE FOR POTENTIAL us
GOVERNMENT ABUSE OF POWER.

PROMOTING GREATER TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTARBILITY WITHIN ALL BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT IS ALSO PARAMOUNT. THIS
INCLUDES ENSURING ROBUST FUNDING FOR INDEPENDENT OVERSIGHT BODIES, PROTECTING WHISTLEBLOWERS, AND MAKING
GOVERNMENT DATA AND DECISION-MAKING PROCESSES MORE ACCESSIBLE TO THE PUBLIC. ENCOURAGING BIPARTISAN
COOPERATION AND REDUCING HYPER-PARTISANSHIP IN CONGRESS IS ESSENTIAL FOR RESTORING THE DELIBERATIVE AND
COMPROMISE-ORIENTED NATURE OF LEGISLATIVE CHECKS. THIS COULD INVOLVE PROCEDURAL REFORMS OR FOSTERING A
POLITICAL CULTURE THAT VALUES CONSTRUCTIVE DIALOGUE OVER PARTISAN CONFLICT.

I:URTHERMORE/ INVESTING IN CIVIC EDUCATION IS VITAL TO EQUIP FUTURE GENERATIONS WITH THE KNOWLEDGE AND CRITICAL
THINKING SKILLS NECESSARY TO UNDERSTAND AND PARTICIPATE IN THEIR GOVERNMENT. A WELL-INFORMED POPULACE IS BETTER
POSITIONED TO IDENTIFY AND RESIST INSTANCES OF US GOVERNMENT ABUSE OF POWER. I:INALLY, CONTINUOUS JUDICIAL
VIGILANCE, COUPLED WITH PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR AN INDEPENDENT JUDICIARY, REMAINS A CORNERSTONE OF THE SYSTEM. By
REINFORCING THESE ELEMENTS, THE UNITED STATES CAN BETTER FORTIFY ITS FOUNDATIONAL SAFEGUARDS AGAINST UNCHECKED
AUTHORITY AND PRESERVE THE DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES IT HOLDS DEAR.

FAQ

Q: How DO CHECKS AND BALANCES PREVENT US GOVERNMENT ABUSE OF POWER?

A: CHECKS AND BALANCES PREVENT US GOVERNMENT ABUSE OF POWER BY DISTRIBUTING GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITY AMONG
THREE CO~EQUAL BRANCHES—LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE, AND JUDICIAL—EACH WITH THE POWER TO LIMIT THE OTHER BRANCHES'
ACTIONS. FORrR EXAMPLE, CONGRESS CAN IMPEACH THE PRESIDENT, THE PRESIDENT CAN VETO LEGISLATION, AND THE JUDICIARY
CAN DECLARE LAWS UNCONSTITUTIONAL.

Q: CAN THE PRESIDENT COMPLETELY IGNORE CONGRESS?

A: I\IO, THE PRESIDENT CANNOT COMPLETELY IGNORE CONGRESS. W/HILE THE PRESIDENT HAS SIGNIFICANT EXECUTIVE
AUTHORITY, CONGRESS HOLDS POWERS SUCH AS APPROVING BUDGETS, RATIFYING TREATIES, CONFIRMING APPOINTMENTS, AND
THE POWER OF IMPEACHMENT, ALL OF WHICH SERVE AS CHECKS ON PRESIDENTIAL ACTIONS.

Q: WHAT IS JUDICIAL REVIEW AND HOW DOES IT RELATE TO PREVENTING ABUSE OF
POWER?

AZJUDICIAL REVIEW IS THE POWER OF THE COURTS TO REVIEW THE CONSTITUTIONALITY OF LAWS PASSED BY CONGRESS AND
ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH. THIS POWER, ESTABLISHED IN MARBURY V. MADISON, IS A CRUCIAL CHECK BECAUSE
IT ALLOWS THE JUDICIARY TO STRIKE DOWN ANY LAW OR ACTION THAT VIOLATES THE US CONSTITUTION, THEREBY
PREVENTING POTENTIAL US GOVERNMENT ABUSE OF POWER.

QI ARE THERE HISTORICAL EXAMPLES OF US GOVERNMENT ABUSE OF POWER DESPITE
CHECKS AND BALANCES?

A: YES, HISTORY OFFERS EXAMPLES SUCH AS THE INTERNMENT OF JAPANESE AMERICANS DURING W/ W/ || AND THE ERA OF
McCARTHYISM, WHERE CIVIL LIBERTIES WERE INFRINGED UPON. THESE INSTANCES HIGHLIGHT THAT WHILE THE SYSTEM IS DESIGNED
TO PREVENT ABUSE, IT IS NOT INFALLIBLE AND REQUIRES CONSTANT VIGILANCE.



Q: How poes CONGRESS CHECK THE POWER OF THE PRESIDENT?

A: CONGRESS CHECKS PRESIDENTIAL POWER THROUGH VARIOUS MEANS, INCLUDING CONTROLLING THE FEDERAL BUDGET (THE
POWER OF THE PURSE), CONDUCTING OVERSIGHT HEARINGS, INVESTIGATING EXECUTIVE BRANCH ACTIVITIES, APPROVING OR
REJECTING PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND TREATIES, AND THE POWER TO IMPEACH AND REMOVE THE PRESIDENT.

QZ \WHAT HAPPENS IF THE PRESIDENT VETOES A BILL PASSED BY CONGRESS?

A: |F THE PRESIDENT VETOES A BILL, CONGRESS CAN OVERRIDE THE VETO WITH A TWO-THIRDS MAJORITY VOTE IN BOTH THE
HousE oF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE SENATE. IF THE OVERRIDE IS SUCCESSFUL, THE BILL BECOMES LAW WITHOUT THE
PRESIDENT'S SIGNATURE, DEMONSTRATING A SUCCESSFUL CHECK ON EXECUTIVE POWER.

Q: How DO MODERN TECHNOLOGIES CHALLENGE THE SYSTEM OF CHECKS AND
BALANCES?

A: MODERN TECHNOLOGIES CAN CHALLENGE CHECKS AND BALANCES BY FACILITATING THE RAPID SPREAD OF MISINFORMATION,
ENABLING DIRECT COMMUNICATION FROM LEADERS THAT BYPASSES TRADITIONAL SCRUTINY, AND INCREASING THE SPEED AT
WHICH EVENTS UNFOLD, POTENTIALLY PRESSURING INSTITUTIONS TO ACT WITHOUT SUFFICIENT DELIBERATION, WHICH CAN LEAD
TO UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES OR US GOVERNMENT ABUSE OF POWER.

QI CAN THE JUDICIARY BECOME TOO POWERFUL AND ABUSE ITS CHECKS AND BALANCES?

A: WHILE THEJUDICIARY/S POWER IS SIGNIFICANT, IT IS STILL CHECKED. CONGRESS CAN IMPEACH AND REMOVE JUDGES, AND THE
EXECUTIVE BRANCH APPOINTS JUDGES, SUBJECT TO SENATE CONFIRMATION. PUBLIC OPINION AND THE LEGITIMACY OF JUDICIAL
DECISIONS ALSO ACT AS INFORMAL CHECKS, PREVENTING THE JUDICIARY FROM OPERATING WITH UNCHECKED POWER.
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