CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT IN SCREENWRITING FOR BEGINNERS

CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT IN SCREENWRITING FOR BEGINNERS IS A CORNERSTONE OF COMPELLING STORYTELLING. W ITHOUT
WELL-CRAFTED CHARACTERS, EVEN THE MOST INTRICATE PLOT CAN FALL FLAT, LEAVING AUDIENCES DISENGAGED. THIS
COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE WILL DELVE INTO THE ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF CREATING MEMORABLE AND BELIEVABLE CHARACTERS FOR
YOUR SCREENPLAY. WE'LL EXPLORE THE FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES OF CHARACTER ARCS, MOTIVATIONS, FLAWS, AND HOW TO
TRANSLATE THESE ABSTRACT CONCEPTS INTO TANGIBLE ON-SCREEN PRESENCES. UNDERSTANDING CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT IS
CRUCIAL FOR ANY ASPIRING SCREENWRITER AIMING TO CONNECT WITH VIEWERS ON AN EMOTIONAL LEVEL. MASTERING THESE
TECHNIQUES WILL ELEVATE YOUR SCRIPTS FROM MERE OUTLINES TO LIVING, BREATHING NARRATIVES.
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UNDERSTANDING THE CORE OF CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT

CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT IN SCREENWRITING FOR BEGINNERS IS ABOUT MORE THAN JUST GIVING A PERSON A NAME AND A JOB.
IT'S THE INTRICATE PROCESS OF CREATING A LIVING, BREATHING ENTITY THAT AUDIENCES CAN CONNECT WITH, ROOT FOR, OR
EVEN DESPISE. AT ITS HEART, CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT INVOLVES ESTABLISHING A CHARACTER’S INTERNAL LIFE, THEIR
EXTERNAL BEHAVIORS, AND HOW THEY EVOLVE (OR RESIST EVOLUTION) THROUGHOUT THE NARRATIVE. A WELL-DEVELOPED
CHARACTER FEELS REAL, WITH DISTINCT DESIRES, FEARS, AND A UNIQUE WORLDVIEW THAT INFORMS THEIR ACTIONS AND
REACTIONS TO THE PLOT’S UNFOLDING EVENTS.

THE PRIMARY GOAL OF CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT IS TO MAKE THE AUDIENCE CARE. THIS CAN MANIFEST IN VARIOUS WAYS:
EMPATHY FOR A PROTAGONIST'S STRUGGLES, FASCINATION WITH AN ANTAGONIST'S TWISTED LOGIC, OR EVEN A GRUDGING
RESPECT FOR A MORALLY AMBIGUOUS FIGURE. WITHOUT THIS EMOTIONAL INVESTMENT, THE STORY LOSES ITS IMPACT. A
COMPELLING CHARACTER IS ONE WHOSE JOURNEY, CHOICES, AND ULTIMATE FATE RESONATE LONG AFTER THE CREDITS ROLL,
MAKING THEM UNFORGETTABLE AND INTEGRAL TO THE SUCCESS OF THE SCREENPLAY.

THe FOUNDATION: CREATING BELIEVABLE PERSONALITIES

EVERY GREAT CHARACTER BEGINS WITH A SOLID FOUNDATION OF PERSONALITY. THIS INVOLVES DEFINING THEIR CORE TRAITS,
THEIR BACKGROUND, AND WHAT MAKES THEM UNIQUE. For BEGINNERS, IT'S VITAL TO MOVE BEYOND SUPERFICIAL DESCRIPTIONS
AND DELVE INTO THE PSYCHOLOGICAL UNDERPINNINGS OF A CHARACTER. WHAT ARE THEIR INHERENT STRENGTHS AND
WEAKNESSES? WHAT ARE THEIR DEEPLY HELD BELIEFS, AND HOW WERE THESE FORMED?

DerINING Core TRAITS AND BACKSTORY

W/HEN DEVELOPING CORE TRAITS, CONSIDER THE PROTAGONIST'S FUNDAMENTAL NATURE. ARE THEY NATURALLY OPTIMISTIC OR
CYNICAL? INTROVERTED OR EXTROVERTED? COURAGEOUS OR TIMID? THESE TRAITS SHOULD BE CONSISTENT WITH THEIR
ACTIONS, THOUGH EXCEPTIONS CAN CREATE DRAMATIC TENSION. EQUALLY IMPORTANT IS THEIR BACKSTORY. THIS ISN'T ABOUT
DUMPING EXPOSITION; IT'S ABOUT UNDERSTANDING THE FORMATIVE EXPERIENCES THAT SHAPED WHO THEY ARE TODAY. A
TRAUMATIC CHILDHOOD EVENT, A SIGNIFICANT RELATIONSHIP, OR A PIVOTAL SUCCESS OR FAILURE CAN ALL LEAVE INDELIBLE
MARKS ON A CHARACTER'S PSYCHE, INFLUENCING THEIR CURRENT MOTIVATIONS AND FEARS.



EsTABLISHING MOTIVATIONS AND GOALS

W/HAT DRIVES YOUR CHARACTER? W/HAT DO THEY WANT, BOTH CONSCIOUSLY AND UNCONSCIOUSLY? ESTABLISHING CLEAR
MOTIVATIONS IS PARAMOUNT. A CHARACTER WHO WANTS TO SAVE THE WORLD BECAUSE THEY BELIEVE IT'S THE RIGHT THING
TO DO IS DIFFERENT FROM A CHARACTER WHO WANTS TO SAVE THE WORLD TO GAIN RECOGNITION. THEIR GOALS SHOULD BE
SPECIFIC AND MEASURABLE WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF THE STORY. THESE GOALS PROVIDE THE ENGINE FOR THE PLOT; THE
CHARACTER'S PURSUIT OF THESE GOALS CREATES THE NARRATIVE DRIVE.

IDENTIFYING FLAWS AND \WEAKNESSES

PERFECT CHARACTERS ARE RARELY INTERESTING. FLAWS AND WEAKNESSES HUMANIZE CHARACTERS, MAKING THEM RELATABLE
AND PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR CONFLICT AND GROWTH. THESE IMPERFECTIONS CAN BE MORAL (E.G., A TENDENCY TO LIE),
PSYCHOLOGICAL (E.G./ CRIPPLING SELF‘DOUBT)/ OR EVEN PHYSICAL. A CHARACTER'S FLAWS SHOULD ACTIVELY HINDER THEM IN
ACHIEVING THEIR GOALS, CREATING OBSTACLES THAT THEY MUST OVERCOME, OFTEN BY CONFRONTING THEIR OWN LIMITATIONS.
THIS STRUGGLE IS OFTEN WHERE THE MOST COMPELLING CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT OCCURS.

BUILDING A CoMPELLING CHARACTER ARC

A CHARACTER ARC IS THE TRANSFORMATIVE JOURNEY A CHARACTER UNDERGOES THROUGHOUT THE STORY. IT's THE
EVOLUTION OF THEIR BELIEFS, ATTITUDES, OR PERSONALITY IN RESPONSE TO THE EVENTS OF THE PLOT. For BEGINNERS,
UNDERSTANDING CHARACTER ARCS IS CRUCIAL FOR CREATING DYNAMIC AND SATISFYING NARRATIVES. NOT ALL CHARACTERS
NEED A DRAMATIC ARC, BUT PROTAGONISTS ALMOST ALWAYS DO.

Tyres oF CHARACTER ARCS

THERE ARE SEVERAL COMMON TYPES OF CHARACTER ARCS. THE MOST FREQUENT IS THE POSITIVE CHANGE ARC, WHERE A
CHARACTER GROWS AND OVERCOMES THEIR FLAWS TO BECOME A BETTER VERSION OF THEMSELVES. A NEGATIVE CHANGE ARC
SEES A CHARACTER DESCEND INTO DARKNESS OR CORRUPTION DUE TO THEIR CHOICES AND EXPERIENCES. A FLAT ARC OCCURS
WHEN A CHARACTER'S STRONG INNER CORE REMAINS UNWAVERING, AND INSTEAD, THEY IMPACT THE WORLD AROUND THEM,
REMAINING A STEADFAST FORCE. BEGINNERS OFTEN FIND THE POSITIVE CHANGE ARC THE MOST STRAIGHTFORWARD TO IMPLEMENT
EFFECTIVELY.

THE TRANSFORMATION PROCESS

A CHARACTER ARC DOESN'T HAPPEN SPONTANEOUSLY;, IT’S A RESULT OF THE PLOT’S CHALLENGES. THE INCITING INCIDENT OFTEN
PRESENTS A PROBLEM THAT FORCES THE CHARACTER TO ACT OUTSIDE THEIR COMFORT ZONE. T HROUGHOUT THE STORY, THE
CHARACTER FACES ESCALATING CONFLICTS THAT TEST THEIR BELIEFS AND FORCE THEM TO CONFRONT THEIR FLAWS. EACH
OBSTACLE AND SETBACK SHOULD CONTRIBUTE TO THEIR EVENTUAL TRANSFORMATION, LEADING TO A CATHARTIC CLIMAX
\WHERE THEIR GROWTH IS SOLIDIFIED.

DeMONSTRATING CHANGE VISIBLY

THE KEY TO A SUCCESSFUL CHARACTER ARC IS SHOWING, NOT JUST TELLING, THE CHANGE. THIS MEANS DEMONSTRATING HOW
THE CHARACTER’S BEHAVIOR, DECISIONS, AND OUTLOOK HAVE SHIFTED. IF A CHARACTER STARTS AS SELFISH AND BECOMES
SELFLESS, THEIR ACTIONS IN THE CLIMAX SHOULD REFLECT THIS NEWFOUND ALTRUISM. AUDIENCES NEED TO SEE THE EVIDENCE OF
THEIR TRANSFORMATION THROUGH THEIR DEEDS AND DIALOGUE, MAKING THE JOURNEY FEEL EARNED AND IMPACTFUL.



EssenTIAL TooLs FOR CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT

SCREENWRITERS HAVE A RANGE OF TOOLS AT THEIR DISPOSAL TO FLESH OUT THEIR CHARACTERS AND MAKE THEM FEEL
AUTHENTIC. THESE TOOLS HELP TRANSLATE ABSTRACT IDEAS INTO CONCRETE CHARACTER TRAITS AND BEHAVIORS THAT CAN
BE EFFECTIVELY CONVEYED ON SCREEN.

CHARACTER (QUESTIONNAIRES AND BIOGRAPHIES

For BEGINNERS, A COMPREHENSIVE CHARACTER QUESTIONNAIRE CAN BE AN INVALUABLE TOOL. THESE QUESTIONNAIRES DELVE
INTO EVERY ASPECT OF A CHARACTER'S LIFE, FROM THEIR FAVORITE COLOR AND CHILDHOOD MEMORIES TO THEIR DEEPEST FEARS
AND POLITICAL LEANINGS. W/HILE NOT ALL THIS INFORMATION WILL MAKE IT DIRECTLY INTO THE SCRIPT, THE PROCESS OF
ANSWERING THESE QUESTIONS BUILDS A DEEP UNDERSTANDING OF THE CHARACTER, INFORMING THEIR EVERY DECISION AND LINE OF
DIALOGUE.

SUBTEXT AND DIALOGUE

W/HAT CHARACTERS SAY IS IMPORTANT, BUT WHAT THEY DON'T SAY, AND HOW THEY SAY IT, IS OFTEN MORE REVEALING.
SUBTEXT IN DIALOGUE HINTS AT UNDERLYING EMOTIONS, UNSPOKEN DESIRES, OR HIDDEN AGENDAS. SKILLED USE OF SUBTEXT
ALLOWS AUDIENCES TO INFER A CHARACTER’S TRUE FEELINGS AND INTENTIONS, ADDING LAYERS OF COMPLEXITY. DIALOGUE
SHOULD ALSO REFLECT A CHARACTER'S UNIQUE VOICE — THEIR VOCABULARY, SENTENCE STRUCTURE, AND SPEAKING PATTERNS
SHOULD BE CONSISTENT WITH THEIR BACKGROUND AND PERSONALITY.

ACTIONS AND REACTIONS

A CHARACTER IS DEFINED AS MUCH BY WHAT THEY DO AS BY WHAT THEY SAY. THEIR ACTIONS, ESPECIALLY UNDER PRESSURE,
REVEAL THEIR TRUE NATURE. HOW THEY REACT TO CRISES, TO AUTHORITY, TO KINDNESS, OR TO BETRAYAL SPEAKS VOLUMES.
\X/HEN DEVELOPING CHARACTERS, CONSIDER HOW THEY WOULD RESPOND IN A VARIETY OF SITUATIONS. THESE REACTIONS
SHOULD BE CONSISTENT WITH THEIR ESTABLISHED PERSONALITY, BUT ALSO ALLOW FOR MOMENTS OF SURPRISE THAT REVEAL
DEEPER TRUTHS OR SIGNAL POTENTIAL GROWTH.

VISUAL STORYTELLING AND COSTUME/ APPEARANCE

IN SCREENWRITING, VISUAL ELEMENTS ARE CRUCIAL. A CHARACTER’S APPEARANCE, INCLUDING THEIR CLOTHING, GROOMING, AND
OVERALL DEMEANOR, CAN COMMUNICATE A GREAT DEAL ABOUT THEM BEFORE THEY EVEN SPEAK. A CHARACTER’S CHOICE OF
ATTIRE CAN SIGNIFY THEIR STATUS, THEIR PERSONALITY (E.G., METICULOUS AND NEAT VERSUS DISHEVELED AND CAREFREE)/ OR
THEIR MOOD. EVEN SUBTLE PHYSICAL HABITS OR MANNERISMS CAN ADD DEPTH AND UNIQUENESS TO A CHARACTER, MAKING THEM
MORE MEMORABLE AND VISUALLY DISTINCT.

BRINGING CHARACTERS TO LIFE ON THE PAGE

ONCE YOU HAVE A SOLID UNDERSTANDING OF YOUR CHARACTERS, THE NEXT STEP IS TO TRANSLATE THAT INTO COMPELLING
WRITING THAT WILL RESONATE WITH YOUR AUDIENCE AND, EVENTUALLY, ACTORS AND DIRECTORS.

SHOWING, NoT TELLING

THIS CLASSIC SCREENWRITING ADAGE IS CENTRAL TO CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT. INSTEAD OF STATING THAT A CHARACTER IS
BRAVE, SHOW THEM FACING A DANGEROUS SITUATION WITH COURAGE. INSTEAD OF SAYING THEY ARE KIND, DEPICT THEM



PERFORMING A SELFLESS ACT. THIS REQUIRES USING ACTIONS, DIALOGUE, AND VISUAL CUES TO REVEAL CHARACTER TRAITS AND
EMOTIONAL STATES, ALLOWING THE AUDIENCE TO DRAW THEIR OWN CONCLUSIONS AND FEEL MORE INVESTED IN THE
CHARACTER'S JOURNEY.

CREATING MEMORABLE MOMENTS

MEMORABLE MOMENTS ARE OFTEN BORN FROM A CHARACTER’S UNIQUE PERSONALITY INTERACTING WITH THE PLOT. THESE CAN
BE MOMENTS OF HUMOR, PATHOS, REVELATION, OR TRIUMPH. THEY ARE THE SCENES THAT STICK WITH THE AUDIENCE, THE ONES
THAT DEFINE THE CHARACTER IN THEIR MINDS. THINK ABOUT ICONIC SCENES FEATURING BELOVED CHARACTERS — THEY ARE
MEMORABLE BECAUSE THEY ENCAPSULATE SOMETHING ESSENTIAL ABOUT WHO THAT CHARACTER IS, OFTEN AT A CRITICAL
JUNCTURE IN THEIR STORY.

UTiLIZING CONTRAST AND JUXTAPOSITION

PLACING CHARACTERS WITH OPPOSING PERSONALITIES OR MOTIVATIONS NEXT TO EACH OTHER CAN HIGHLIGHT THEIR INDIVIDUAL
TRAITS AND CREATE DRAMATIC TENSION. A CYNICAL DETECTIVE PAIRED WITH AN OPTIMISTIC ROOKIE, OR A RUTHLESS
BUSINESS\WOMAN ALONGSIDE A COMPASSIONATE HUMANITARIAN, CAN REVEAL DEEPER ASPECTS OF EACH CHARACTER THROUGH
THEIR INTERACTIONS. THIS CONTRAST HELPS DEFINE EACH CHARACTER BY WHAT THEY ARE NOT, THEREBY SHARPENING OUR
PERCEPTION OF WHO THEY ARE.

OVERCOMING CoMMON CHALLENGES IN CHARACTER CREATION

BEGINNER SCREENWRITERS OFTEN ENCOUNTER SIMILAR HURDLES WHEN DEVELOPING CHARACTERS. RECOGNIZING THESE CHALLENGES
IS THE FIRST STEP TOWARD OVERCOMING THEM AND CRAFTING MORE ROBUST CHARACTERS.

AVOIDING TROPES AND STEREOTYPES

[TS EASY TO FALL INTO PREDICTABLE PATTERNS AND CREATE CHARACTERS THAT FEEL LIKE CLICH s. To Avoi THIS, STRIVE
FOR NUANCE AND SPECIFICITY. EVEN IF A CHARACTER FITS A GENERAL ARCHETYPE (LIKE THE WISE MENTOR), IMBUE THEM WITH
UNIQUE QUIRKS, MOTIVATIONS, AND A BACKSTORY THAT SETS THEM APART. QUESTION THE TYPICAL TRAITS ASSOCIATED
WITH A STEREOTYPE AND CONSIDER HOW YOUR CHARACTER MIGHT SUBVERT OR COMPLICATE THEM.

ENSURING CONSISTENCY WITHOUT PREDICTABILITY

A CHARACTER’S ACTIONS SHOULD GENERALLY ALIGN WITH THEIR ESTABLISHED PERSONALITY, BUT THIS DOESN’T MEAN THEY
SHOULD BE PERFECTLY PREDICTABLE. MOMENTS OF UNEXPECTED BEHAVIOR CAN BE POWERFUL IF THEY ARE EARNED AND SERVE THE
NARRATIVE. THIS OFTEN STEMS FROM A CHARACTER BEING PUSHED TO THEIR ABSOLUTE LIMIT, REVEALING A DEEPER, PREVIOUSLY
UNEXPRESSED FACET OF THEIR BEING, OR SIGNIFYING A SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN THEIR ARC.

BALANCING CHARACTER AND PLOT

SOMETIMES, CHARACTERS CAN BECOME SUBSERVIENT TO THE PLOT, SERVING ONLY AS PLOT DEVICES. CONVERSELY, A PLOT CAN
BE SO CHARACTER-DRIVEN THAT IT LACKS FORWARD MOMENTUM. THE IDEAL IS A SYMBIOTIC RELATIONSHIP WHERE THE
CHARACTER’S MOTIVATIONS AND ARCS DRIVE THE PLOT, AND THE PLOT’S CHALLENGES FORCE THE CHARACTER TO EVOLVE.
ENSURE THAT EVERY PLOT POINT SERVES TO TEST OR REVEAL SOMETHING ABOUT YOUR CHARACTERS, AND THAT YOUR
CHARACTERS’ DESIRES ARE WHAT PROPEL THE NARRATIVE FORW ARD.



ADVANCED CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT TECHNIQUES

ONCE THE FUNDAMENTALS ARE MASTERED, ASPIRING SCREENWRITERS CAN EXPLORE MORE SOPHISTICATED METHODS FOR
CREATING DEEPLY LAYERED AND IMPACTFUL CHARACTERS.

ExPLORING INTERNAL CONFLICT

INTERNAL CONFLICT — THE BATTLE WITHIN A CHARACTER’S OWN MIND OR HEART — IS A POWERFUL ENGINE FOR DRAMA. THIS
COULD BE A STRUGGLE BETWEEN DUTY AND DESIRE, MORALITY AND AMBITION, OR LOVE AND SELF-PRESERVATION. EXPLORING
THESE INTERNAL BATTLES ALLOWS FOR PROFOUND CHARACTER MOMENTS AND MAKES THEIR CHOICES FEEL WEIGHTY AND
SIGNIFICANT, ADDING A PSYCHOLOGICAL DEPTH THAT CAPTIVATES AUDIENCES.

UsING ANTAGONISTS AS MIRRORS

THE ANTAGONIST IS OFTEN A DARK REFLECTION OF THE PROTAGONIST, EMBODYING THEIR WORST FEARS OR THE OPPOSITE OF
THEIR CORE VALUES. BY CREATING ANTAGONISTS WHO ARE COMPLEX AND POSSESS UNDERSTANDABLE (THOUGH PERHAPS
TWISTED) MOTIVATIONS, YOU CAN CREATE A MORE COMPELLING CONFLICT. THEIR PRESENCE CHALLENGES THE PROTAGONIST,
FORCING THEM TO CONFRONT ASPECTS OF THEMSELVES THEY MIGHT OTHERWISE IGNORE, THEREBY ENHANCING THE
PROTAGONIST’S DEVELOPMENT.

MASTERING CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT IS AN ONGOING PROCESS OF OBSERVATION, IMAGINATION, AND REFINEMENT. BY FOCUSING
ON BUILDING BELIEVABLE FOUNDATIONS, CRAFTING COMPELLING ARCS, AND UTILIZING EFFECTIVE WRITING TECHNIQUES, BEGINNERS
CAN CREATE CHARACTERS THAT RESONATE WITH AUDIENCES AND ELEVATE THEIR SCREENPLAYS TO NEW HEIGHTS. THE JOURNEY
OF CHARACTER CREATION IS AS REWARDING AS THE STORY ITSELF, LEADING TO RICHER NARRATIVES AND MORE MEMORABLE
CINEMATIC EXPERIENCES.

Q: WHAT IS THE MOST IMPORTANT ELEMENT OF CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT FOR
BEGINNERS?

A: For BEGINNERS, UNDERSTANDING AND CLEARLY DEFINING A CHARACTER'S CORE MOTIVATION AND GOALS IS PARAMOUNT.
W ITHOUT KNOWING WHAT A CHARACTER WANTS AND WHY, IT'S DIFFICULT TO CRAFT A BELIEVABLE OR ENGAGING STORY
AROUND THEM, OR TO CHART THEIR JOURNEY OF CHANGE.

Q: How CAN BEGINNERS AVOID MAKING THEIR CHARACTERS SOUND LIKE EVERYONE ELSE?

A: BEGINNERS CAN AVOID GENERIC CHARACTERS BY FOCUSING ON SPECIFIC, UNIQUE DETAILS IN THEIR BACKSTORY, PERSONALITY
QUIRKS, AND VOCAL PATTERNS. INSTEAD OF SAYING A CHARACTER IS “SMART,” DEFINE HOW THEY ARE SMART (E.G.,
ANALYTICALLY, INTUITIVELY, STREET‘SMART) AND SHOW IT THROUGH THEIR ACTIONS AND DIALOGUE.

QI WHAT IS A CHARACTER ARC, AND WHY IS IT IMPORTANT FOR SCREENWRITING?

A: A CHARACTER ARC IS THE INTERNAL TRANSFORMATION A CHARACTER UNDERGOES THROUGHOUT THE STORY. |T’S IMPORTANT
BECAUSE IT SHOWS GROWTH, CHANGE, OR A DESCENT, MAKING CHARACTERS DYNAMIC AND THEIR JOURNEYS EMOTIONALLY
RESONANT FOR THE AUDIENCE. PROTAGONISTS OFTEN REQUIRE A SIGNIFICANT ARC FOR A SATISFYING NARRATIVE.

QI How CAN | SHOW MY CHARACTER'S FLAWS WITHOUT MAKING THEM UNLIKABLE?

A: YOU CAN SHOW FLAWS BY MAKING THEM RELATABLE ASPECTS OF THE HUMAN CONDITION (E.G./ FEAR OF FAILURE,
INSECURITY) RATHER THAN OUTRIGHT VILLAINOUS TRAITS. DEMONSTRATE HOW THESE FLAWS CREATE OBSTACLES AND LEAD



TO COMPELLING INTERNAL OR EXTERNAL CONFLICT, AND ENSURE THE CHARACTER ALSO POSSESSES ADMIRABLE QUALITIES OR
SHOWS POTENTIAL FOR GROW TH.

Q: IS IT NECESSARY FOR EVERY CHARACTER TO HAVE A DETAILED BACKSTORY?

A: NOT EVERY CHARACTER NEEDS AN EXHAUSTIVE BACKSTORY DETAILED IN THE SCRIPT. HO\)VE\/ER, THE WRITER SHOULD HAVE A
THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING OF EACH SIGNIFICANT CHARACTER'S PAST, AS IT INFORMS THEIR PRESENT MOTIVATIONS AND
BEHAVIORS. ONLY THE DETAILS THAT ARE RELEVANT TO THE PLOT OR CHARACTER'S IMMEDIATE ARC NEED TO BE REVEALED TO
THE AUDIENCE.

Q: How CAN | DEVELOP A STRONG ANTAGONIST FOR MY SCREENPLAY?

A: A STRONG ANTAGONIST SHOULD HAVE CLEAR MOTIVATIONS THAT ARE BELIEVABLE, EVEN IF NOT SYMPATHETIC. THeY
SHOULD ACTIVELY CHALLENGE THE PROTAGONIST’S GOALS AND BELIEFS, OFTEN BY MIRRORING THE PROTAGONIST'S OWN FLAWS
OR REPRESENTING A DARK PATH THE PROTAGONIST COULD TAKE. COMPLEXITY AND DEPTH MAKE AN ANTAGONIST MORE
COMPELLING THAN A PURELY EVIL FIGURE.

QI \WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL CONFLICT , AND HOW DO
THEY RELATE TO CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT?

A: EXTERNAL CONFLICT IS THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN A CHARACTER AND OUTSIDE FORCES (OTHER CHARACTERS, NATURE,
SOCIETY). INTERNAL CONFLICT IS THE STRUGGLE WITHIN A CHARACTER'S OWN MIND OR HEART (E.G., A MORAL DILEMMA). BoTH
ARE CRUCIAL, EXTERNAL CONFLICT OFTEN FORCES INTERNAL CONFLICT TO THE SURFACE, DRIVING CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT AND
FORCING DIFFICULT CHOICES.

Q: How CAN DIALOGUE CONTRIBUTE TO CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT FOR BEGINNERS?

A: DIALOGUE REVEALS A CHARACTER'S PERSONALITY, EDUCATION, BACKGROUND, AND EMOTIONAL STATE. BEGINNERS SHOULD
FOCUS ON GIVING EACH CHARACTER A DISTINCT VOICE, USING SUBTEXT TO CONVEY UNSPOKEN FEELINGS, AND ENSURING THAT
WHAT A CHARACTER SAYS AND HOW THEY SAY IT CONSISTENTLY REFLECTS WHO THEY ARE AND WHAT THEY WANT.
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