CHAPTER BREAKDOWN LEVIATHAN HOBBES

CHAPTER BREAKDOWN LEVIATHAN HOBBES OFFERS A PROFOUND EXPLORATION INTO THE FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES OF
POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY , EXAMINING THE NATURE OF MAN, THE SOCIAL CONTRACT, AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SOVEREIGN
POWER. THOMAS HOBBES'S SEMINAL WORK, LEVIATHAN, IS A CORNERSTONE OF W/ESTERN THOUGHT, AND UNDERSTANDING ITS
STRUCTURE IS CRUCIAL FOR GRASPING ITS ENDURING RELEVANCE. THIS ARTICLE PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE CHAPTER
BREAKDOWN OF LEVIATHAN, DELVING INTO EACH OF ITS FOUR PARTS: “OF MeN,” “OF CoMMONWEALTH,” “OF A CHRISTIAN
CoMMONWEALTH,” AND “OF THE KINGDOM OF DARKNESS.” WE WILL DISSECT HOBBES'S ARGUMENTS ON HUMAN NATURE, THE
NECESSITY OF A STRONG SOVEREIGN, THE ROLE OF RELIGION IN THE STATE, AND THE PERCEIVED THREATS OF SUPERSTITION AND
ILLEGITIMATE AUTHORITY, OFFERING DETAILED INSIGHTS INTO THE COMPLEX ARGUMENTS WITHIN EACH SIGNIFICANT SECTION.
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PART |: OF MeN - THE FOUNDATIONS OF HOBBESIAN THOUGHT

THE INITIAL SECTION OF LEVIATHAN LAYS THE GROUNDWORK FOR HOBBES'S ENTIRE POLITICAL PROJECT BY METICULOUSLY
ANALYZING HUMAN NATURE AND THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES THAT GOVERN INDIVIDUAL INTERACTIONS. HOBBES BEGINS BY
DEFINING MOTION AND SENSE, ASSERTING THAT ALL MENTAL PHENOMENA CAN ULTIMATELY BE REDUCED TO PHYSICAL PROCESSES.
THIS MECHANISTIC VIEW OF HUMANITY IS CRITICAL BECAUSE IT INFORMS HIS UNDERSTANDING OF HUMAN DESIRES, FEARS, AND
MOTIVATIONS, WHICH HE POSITS AS THE DRIVING FORCES BEHIND ALL HUMAN ACTIONS. HE METICULOUSLY DETAILS THE
QUALITIES AND FACULTIES OF MANKIND, EMPHASIZING EQUALITY IN PHYSICAL AND MENTAL CAPACITIES, A SEEMINGLY BENIGN
OBSERVATION THAT PARADOXICALLY LEADS TO HIS STARK CONCLUSION ABOUT THE INEVITABILITY OF CONFLICT IN A STATE
OF NATURE. UNDERSTANDING THIS FIRST PART IS ESSENTIAL, AS IT DIRECTLY UNDERPINS HIS SUBSEQUENT ARGUMENTS FOR THE
NECESSITY OF A SOVEREIGN POWER.

CHAPTER XlII: OF THE NATURAL CoNDITION OF MANKIND, AS CONCERNING THEIR
FeLicITYy, AND MISERY

THIS CHAPTER IS ARGUABLY THE MOST FAMOUS AND FOUNDATIONAL IN LEVIATHAN. HOBBES DESCRIBES THE “STATE OF
NATURE” NOT AS A HISTORICAL EPOCH, BUT AS A HYPOTHETICAL CONDITION WHERE INDIVIDUALS EXIST WITHOUT ANY
OVERARCHING AUTHORITY TO GOVERN THEM. IN THIS STATE, HE ARGUES, LIFE IS ”SOLITARY/ POOR, NASTY, BRUTISH, AND
SHORT.” THE PRIMARY DRIVERS OF HUMAN ACTION IN NATURE ARE SELF-PRESERVATION AND THE PURSUIT OF POWER. BECAUSE
INDIVIDUALS ARE ROUGHLY EQUAL IN THEIR CAPACITY TO HARM ONE ANOTHER, AND BECAUSE RESOURCES ARE SCARCE, A
PERPETUAL STATE OF WAR OF “ALL AGAINST ALL” (BELLUM OMNIUM CONTRA OMNES) EMERGES. T HERE IS NO INDUSTRY, NO
AGRICULTURE, NO ARTS, NO SOCIETY, AND WORST OF ALL, A CONTINUAL FEAR OF VIOLENT DEATH. THIS BLEAK ASSESSMENT OF
HUMANITY'S NATURAL CONDITION SERVES AS THE PRIMARY JUSTIFICATION FOR THE NEED FOR CIVIL SOCIETY AND GOVERNMENT.

CHAPTER XIV: OF THE FIRST AND SECOND LAWS OF NATURE, AND OF CONTRACTS

HOBBES INTRODUCES THE CONCEPT OF “LAWS OF NATURE,H WHICH HE DEFINES NOT AS IMMUTABLE MORAL LAWS IN A
PHILOSOPHICAL SENSE, BUT AS PRUDENTIAL RULES DERIVED FROM REASON THAT GUIDE INDIVIDUALS TOWARD SELF-
PRESERVATION. THE FIRST AND FUNDAMENTAL LAW OF NATURE IS TO SEEK PEACE AND FOLLOW IT. THE SECOND LAW OF NATURE
DICTATES THAT TO ACHIEVE PEACE, INDIVIDUALS MUST BE WILLING TO LAY DOWN THEIR RIGHT TO ALL THINGS, PROVIDED THAT
OTHERS ARE ALSO WILLING TO DO SO, AND TO BE CONTENTED WITH AS MUCH LIBERTY AGAINST OTHERS AS HE WOULD ALLOW
OTHERS AGAINST HIMSELF. THIS MUTUAL RENUNCIATION OF RIGHTS IS THE BASIS OF CONTRACTS, WHICH ARE ESSENTIAL FOR
ESTABLISHING A COMMONWEALTH. HO\X/EVER, HOBBES IS KEENLY AWARE OF THE LIMITATIONS OF CONTRACTS IN THE STATE OF
NATURE, AS THEY ARE UNENFORCEABLE WITHOUT A POWER TO COMPEL ADHERENCE. THIS LEADS DIRECTLY TO THE NEED FOR AN
ARTIFICIAL PERSON, THE SOVEREIGN.

CHAPTER XVII: OF THE CAUSES, GENERATION, AND DEFINITION OF A COMMONWEALTH

FOLLOWING HIS ANALYSIS OF HUMAN NATURE AND THE LAWS OF NATURE, HOBBES EXPLAINS THE GENERATION OF A
COMMONWEALTH. HE ARGUES THAT THE FEAR OF DEATH AND THE DESIRE FOR A MORE COMMODIOUS LIFE COMPEL INDIVIDUALS TO
ESCAPE THE STATE OF NATURE BY ENTERING INTO A SOCIAL CONTRACT. THIS CONTRACT IS NOT AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE
PEOPLE AND THE SOVEREIGN, BUT AN AGREEMENT AMONG THE PEOPLE TO SURRENDER THEIR NATURAL RIGHTS TO A THIRD PARTY
— THE SOVEREIGN. THIS SOVEREIGN POWER, WHETHER A MONARCH, AN ARISTOCRACY, OR A DEMOCRACY, IS CREATED TO
ENFORCE THE LAWS AND PROVIDE SECURITY. THE COMMONWEALTH, OR LEVIATHAN, IS AN ARTIFICIAL PERSON, ENDOWED WITH
IMMENSE POWER, REPRESENTING THE WILL OF ALL ITS SUBJECTS, WHOSE PRIMARY FUNCTION IS TO MAINTAIN PEACE AND ORDER
BY WIELDING ABSOLUTE AUTHORITY.

PART Il: OF COMMONWEALTH - THE ARCHITECTURE OF SOVEREIGNTY

HAVING ESTABLISHED THE NECESSITY AND FORMATION OF A COMMONWEALTH, HoBBES DEDICATES THE SECOND PART OF
LEVIATHAN TO DETAILING THE NATURE, RIGHTS, AND POWERS OF THE SOVEREIGN, AS WELL AS THE LIBERTIES OF THE SUBJECTS.
THIS SECTION IS CRUCIAL FOR UNDERSTANDING THE PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS OF HIS POLITICAL THEORY. HOBBES ELABORATES



ON THE DIFFERENT FORMS OF GOVERNMENT AND THE MECHANISMS THROUGH WHICH SOVEREIGN POWER IS MAINTAINED AND
TRANSFERRED. HE METICULOUSLY OUTLINES WHAT THE SOVEREIGN CAN AND CANNOT DO, AND CRUCIALLY, WHAT RIGHTS
SUBJECTS RETAIN, WHICH ARE SURPRISINGLY LIMITED BUT ESSENTIAL FOR THE FUNCTIONING OF THE COMMONWEALTH. THIS PART
OF THE BOOK IS A DIRECT RESPONSE TO THE CHAOS HE ENVISIONED IN THE STATE OF NATURE, PROPOSING A ROBUST AND
CENTRALIZED AUTHORITY AS THE ONLY VIABLE SOLUTION.

CHAPTER XV III: OF THE RIGHTS OF SOVEREIGNS BY INSTITUTION

THIS CHAPTER DEFINES THE ABSOLUTE AND INDIVISIBLE NATURE OF SOVEREIGN POWER ONCE IT HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED BY
INSTITUTION (THROUGH AGREEMENT). THE SOVEREIGN IS NOT A PARTY TO THE CONTRACT AND THEREFORE CANNOT BREACH IT.
THE SUBJECTS, BY INSTITUTING THE SOVEREIGN, HAVE TRANSFERRED ALL THEIR RIGHTS TO IT, WITH THE SOLE EXCEPTION BEING
THE RIGHT TO SELF-PRESERVATION. CONSEQUENTLY, THE SOVEREIGN HAS THE RIGHT TO MAKE LAWS, JUDGE CONTROVERSIES,
WAGE WAR AND PEACE, CONTROL OPINION, AND PUNISH SUBJECTS. REBELLION IS CONSIDERED ILLEGITIMATE BECAUSE IT WOULD
MEAN RETURNING TO THE STATE OF NATURE. HOBBES ARGUES THAT NO SOVEREIGN CAN BE UNJUST, AS THEIR ACTIONS, BY
DEFINITION, ARE AUTHORIZED BY THE SUBJECTS WHO CREATED THEM. THE SOVEREIGN'S POWER MUST BE ABSOLUTE TO PREVENT
THE DESCENT BACK INTO CHAOS.

CHAPTER XIX: OF THE SEVERAL KINDS OF COMMONWEALTH BY INSTITUTION, AND OF
SUCCESSION TO THE SOVEREIGN POWER

HOBBES CATEGORIZES THE FORMS OF COMMONWEALTH BASED ON THE NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS WHO HOLD SOVEREIGN POWER:
MONARCHY (ONE PERSON), ARISTOCRACY (A FEW PERSONS), AND DEMOCRACY (ALL PERSONS INDIFFERENTLY ). HE EXPRESSES A
CLEAR PREFERENCE FOR MONARCHY, ARGUING THAT IT IS THE MOST STABLE AND EFFICIENT FORM OF GOVERNMENT BECAUSE THE
PRIVATE INTERESTS OF THE MONARCH ARE MORE LIKELY TO ALIGN WITH THE PUBLIC INTEREST THAN THOSE OF AN ARISTOCRACY
OR DEMOCRACY. HE ALSO ADDRESSES THE CRITICAL ISSUE OF SUCCESSION, EXPLAINING HOW SOVEREIGN POWER CAN BE PASSED
ON, PARTICULARLY IN MONARCHIES, TO ENSURE CONTINUITY AND PREVENT DISPUTES THAT COULD LEAD TO CIVIL WAR. THE
METHODS OF SUCCESSION MUST BE CLEARLY DEFINED TO MAINTAIN THE INTEGRITY OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

CHAPTER XXI: OF THE LIBERTY OF SUBJECTS

DESPITE HIS EMPHASIS ON ABSOLUTE SOVEREIGNTY, HOBBES DOES NOT ENTIRELY NEGATE THE CONCEPT OF LIBERTY FOR
SUBJECTS. HE DEFINES LIBERTY AS THE “ ABSENCE OF EXTERNAL IMPEDIMENTS.” SUBJECTS RETAIN LIBERTY IN THOSE AREAS WHERE
THE SOVEREIGN HAS NOT MADE LAWS OR WHERE THE SOVEREIGN’S COMMANDS ARE SILENT. THIS MEANS THAT SUBJECTS ARE FREE
TO DO ANYTHING THAT THE SOVEREIGN HAS NOT FORBIDDEN. I:URTHERMOIEEI THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT TO SELF-PRESERVATION
MEANS THAT SUBJECTS ARE NOT OBLIGATED TO OBEY A SOVEREIGN COMMAND THAT DIRECTLY THREATENS THEIR LIFE, AS THIS
WOULD CONTRADICT THE VERY PURPOSE FOR WHICH SOVEREIGNTY WAS INSTITUTED. I‘IO\X/EVER, THIS LIBERTY IS HIGHLY
CIRCUMSCRIBED AND DEPENDENT ON THE SOVEREIGN'S WILL AND THE EXISTENCE OF LAWS.

PART lll: OF A CHrRISTIAN COMMONWEALTH - THE INTERSECTION OF RELIGION
AND STATE

THE THIRD PART OF LEVIATHAN DELVES INTO THE COMPLEX AND OFTEN CONTENTIOUS RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN RELIGIOUS
AUTHORITY AND CIVIL SOVEREIGNTY, PARTICULARLY WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF CHRISTIANITY. I—IOBBESI A KEEN OBSERVER OF
THE RELIGIOUS WARS OF HIS TIME, SOUGHT TO SUBORDINATE RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS TO THE POWER OF THE SOVEREIGN TO
PREVENT RELIGIOUS DISPUTES FROM UNDERMINING POLITICAL STABILITY. HE CRITICALLY EXAMINES BIBLICAL TEXTS AND
ECCLESIASTICAL DOCTRINES, ARGUING THAT THE CHURCH, AS AN INSTITUTION, POSSESSES NO INHERENT POWER INDEPENDENT OF
THE SOVEREIGN. THIS SECTION HIGHLIGHTS HOBBES'S EFFORTS TO RECONCILE HIS POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY WITH CHRISTIAN
SCRIPTURE, ARGUING THAT TRUE CHRISTIANITY, AS UNDERSTOOD THROUGH SCRIPTURE, DOES NOT NECESSITATE A SEPARATE,
DIVINELY ORDAINED POLITICAL AUTHORITY.



CHAPTER XXXIX: OF THE SIGNIFICATION OF “KINGDOM oF HEAVEN"

HOBBES REINTERPRETS THE CONCEPT OF THE “KINGDOM OF HEAVEN" AS PRESENTED IN SCRIPTURE. HE ARGUES THAT THE
“KINGDOM OF HEAVEN" WAS UNDERSTOOD BY THE JEWS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT AS A TEMPORAL KINGDOM RULED BY GOD
DIRECTLY THROUGH A COVENANT. AFTER CHRIST’S ASCENSION, AND UNTIL THE FINAL JUDGMENT, THE EARTHLY KINGDOM OF GOD
IS THE DOMINION OF THOSE WHO GOVERN UNDER CHRIST’S LAWS, WHICH ARE MADE MANIFEST THROUGH HIS APPOINTED
MINISTERS OR, MORE COMMONLY, THROUGH CIVIL SOVEREIGNS WHO HAVE SUBMITTED TO CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE. HE CONTENDS
THAT THE PROMISED “KINGDOM OF HEAVEN" FOR THE FAITHFUL IS PRIMARILY A FUTURE, SPIRITUAL REWARD, RATHER THAN A
PRESENT, EARTHLY POLITICAL STRUCTURE.

CHAPTER XLIII: OF SucH THINGS AS HINDER orR DerACE THE KINGDOM ofF GoD

IN THIS CHAPTER, HOBBES IDENTIFIES VARIOUS FACTORS THAT HINDER OR DEFACE THE “KINGDOM OF GODIH WHICH HE EQUATES
WITH THE CIVIL COMMONWEALTH LIVING ACCORDING TO GOD’S LAWS. HE CRITICIZES DOCTRINES THAT ATTRIBUTE TEMPORAL
POWER TO THE CHURCH, SUCH AS THE ABSOLUTE AUTHORITY OF THE POPE, AND EMPHASIZES THAT SUCH CLAIMS ARE
DETRIMENTAL TO THE PEACE AND STABILITY OF THE COMMONWEALTH. HE ALSO ADDRESSES THE DANGERS OF ATTRIBUTING
SCRIPTURE TO DIVINE INSPIRATION IN A WAY THAT BYPASSES THE AUTHORITY OF THE SOVEREIGN TO INTERPRET IT. FOR
HOBBES, ANY DOCTRINE THAT LEADS TO DISOBEDIENCE OF THE CIVIL SOVEREIGN OR PROMOTES DIVISION WITHIN THE
COMMONWEALTH IS A THREAT TO GOD’S KINGDOM ON EARTH.

PART IV: OF THE KINGDOM OF DARKNESS - THE PERILS OF IGNORANCE AND
SUPERSTITION

THE FINAL PART OF LEVIATHAN IS A POWERFUL AND SCATHING CRITIQUE OF WHAT HOBBES PERCEIVES AS THE FORCES THAT
OBSCURE TRUTH AND LEAD INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES ASTRAY. HE LABELS THIS REALM THE “KINGDOM OF DARKNESS,"
ATTRIBUTING IT TO THE INFLUENCE OF SUPERSTITION, FALSE DOCTRINES, AND THE MISINTERPRETATION OF SCRIPTURE. THiS
SECTION IS LESS ABOUT POLITICAL THEORY AND MORE ABOUT COMBATING THE INTELLECTUAL AND SPIRITUAL FORCES THAT
HOBBES BELIEVED WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR SOCIETAL UNREST AND THE UNDERMINING OF RATIONAL GOVERNANCE. HIS TARGET IS
OFTEN THE ESTABLISHED CHURCH AND THE PHILOSOPHICAL TRADITIONS THAT, IN HIS VIEW, PROMOTED IGNORANCE AND FEAR FOR
THEIR OWN GAIN.

CHAPTER XLIV: OF THAT WHAT Is MEANT BY DARKNESS

HOBBES DEFINES “DARKNESS” METAPHORICALLY AS IGNORANCE AND THE ABSENCE OF TRUE KNOWLEDGE. THE “KINGDOM OF
DARKNESS” IS THUS A REALM WHERE PEOPLE ARE KEPT IN IGNORANCE BY VARIOUS MEANS, OFTEN FOR THE BENEFIT OF THOSE IN
POWER, PARTICULARLY RELIGIOUS AUTHORITIES. HE ARGUES THAT THE PRIMARY SOURCE OF THIS DARKNESS IS THE
MISINTERPRETATION AND MANIPULATION OF SCRIPTURE, ALONG WITH THE PROLIFERATION OF OBSCURE PHILOSOPHICAL
DOCTRINES THAT ARE NOT GROUNDED IN REASON OR EMPIRICAL OBSERVATION. THIS INTELLECTUAL DARKNESS, HE CONTENDS,
PREVENTS PEOPLE FROM UNDERSTANDING THEIR TRUE INTERESTS AND THE PROPER BASIS OF CIVIL SOCIETY.

CHAPTER XLVI: OF DARKNESS FROM THE MULTITUDINOUS HEAP OF OBSCURE
SENTENCES

THIS CHAPTER SPECIFICALLY TARGETS THE USE OF CONVOLUTED AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE LANGUAGE, PARTICULARLY IN
THEOLOGICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL DISCOURSE, AS A TOOL FOR OBSCURING TRUTH AND MAINTAINING POWER. HoOBBES CRITICIZES
SCHOLARS AND THEOLOGIANS WHO EMPLOY OBSCURE METAPHORS, AMBIGUOUS TERMS, AND COMPLEX SYLLOGISMS TO IMPRESS
RATHER THAN ENLIGHTEN THEIR AUDIENCES. HE ARGUES THAT SUCH OBFUSCATION LEADS TO SUPERSTITION AND ERROR,
PREVENTING INDIVIDUALS FROM EXERCISING THEIR REASON AND UNDERSTANDING THEIR OBLIGATIONS TO BOTH GOD AND THEIR
SOVEREIGN. THE PROLIFERATION OF SUCH “OBSCURE SENTENCES” CREATES A FERTILE GROUND FOR INTELLECTUAL AND SPIRITUAL
MANIPULATION.



CHAPTER XLVII: OF THE EMPIRE OF SPIRITS, INVOKED BY THE LAWS OF NATIONS

IN HIS FINAL SIGNIFICANT CHAPTER, HOBBES ADDRESSES THE CONCEPT OF SPIRITS, PARTICULARLY IN RELATION TO THE
INVOCATION OF SUPERNATURAL ENTITIES AND THE PERCEIVED POWER OF SORCERY AND DEMONIC INFLUENCE. HE DISMISSES THESE
BELIEFS AS PRODUCTS OF IGNORANCE AND SUPERSTITION, ARGUING THAT THEY ARE OFTEN USED TO INSTILL FEAR AND OBEDIENCE.
He CRITIQUES THE IDEA THAT THERE EXISTS AN INDEPENDENT EMPIRE OF SPIRITS THAT CAN INTERFERE WITH HUMAN AFFAIRS OR
CHALLENGE THE AUTHORITY OF THE SOVEREIGN. HOBBES INSISTS THAT ALL POWER, EVEN THAT ATTRIBUTED TO SPIRITS, MUST
ULTIMATELY BE UNDERSTOOD THROUGH THE LENS OF NATURAL AND CIVIL LAW, AND THAT ANY BELIEF IN AN AUTONOMOUS
SPIRITUAL REALM CAPABLE OF POLITICAL INFLUENCE IS A DANGEROUS DELUSION THAT CONTRIBUTES TO THE “KINGDOM OF
DARrkNESS.”

ConcLusIoN: THe ENDURING LEGACY oF Hoeges’s LEVIATHAN

THOMAS HoBBES'S LEVIATHAN REMAINS A MONUMENTAL WORK IN THE HISTORY OF POLITICAL THOUGHT, OFFERING A
SYSTEMATIC AND OFTEN CHALLENGING PERSPECTIVE ON THE NATURE OF SOCIETY, GOVERNMENT, AND HUMAN BEINGS THEMSEL VES.
|TS DETAILED CHAPTER BREAKDOWN REVEALS A CAREFULLY CONSTRUCTED ARGUMENT THAT MOVES FROM THE INDIVIDUAL TO
THE COLLECTIVE, FROM THE ABSTRACT TO THE PRACTICAL. THE ENDURING POWER OF LEVIATHAN LIES NOT ONLY IN ITS STARK
DEPICTION OF THE STATE OF NATURE AND THE NECESSITY OF A SOVEREIGN BUT ALSO IN ITS SOPHISTICATED ANALYSIS OF THE
INTRICATE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN POWER, LAV, RELIGION, AND HUMAN PSYCHOLOGY. THE CONCEPTS EXPLORED WITHIN ITS
CHAPTERS CONTINUE TO INFORM DEBATES ON STATE SOVEREIGNTY, INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS, AND THE FUNDAMENTAL REQUIREMENTS
FOR SOCIAL ORDER, MAKING A THOROUGH UNDERSTANDING OF ITS STRUCTURE AND CONTENT INVALUABLE FOR ANYONE SEEKING
TO GRASP THE FOUNDATIONS OF MODERN POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY.

FAQ

Q: WHAT IS THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF THOMAS HoBges's LEVIATHAN?

A: THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF THOMAS HOBBES'S LEVIATHAN IS TO PROVIDE A PHILOSOPHICAL JUSTIFICATION FOR ABSOLUTE
SOVEREIGNTY AND TO DEMONSTRATE HOW A STRONG, CENTRALIZED GOVERNMENT IS NECESSARY TO PREVENT CIVIL WAR AND
MAINTAIN SOCIAL ORDER, THEREBY PROTECTING INDIVIDUALS FROM THE PERILS OF THE STATE OF NATURE.

Q: How pDoEs HoBBES DEFINE THE “STATE OF NATURE" IN LEVIATHAN?

A: HOBBES DEFINES THE “STATE OF NATURE” AS A HYPOTHETICAL CONDITION OF HUMANITY WITHOUT ANY SOVEREIGN POWER
TO GOVERN. IN THIS STATE, HE ARGUES, LIFE IS A “WAR OF ALL AGAINST ALL,” CHARACTERIZED BY CONSTANT FEAR,
COMPETITION, AND THE ABSENCE OF ANY FORM OF INDUSTRY, CULTURE, OR JUSTICE, LEADING TO A LIFE THAT IS “SOLITARY,
POOR, NASTY, BRUTISH, AND SHORT."”

Q: WHAT IS THE SOCIAL CONTRACT ACCORDING TO HOBBES IN LEVIATHAN?

A: ACCORDING TO HOBBES, THE SOCIAL CONTRACT IS AN AGREEMENT AMONG INDIVIDUALS TO SURRENDER THEIR NATURAL
RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS TO A SOVEREIGN POWER. THIS SURRENDER IS NOT TO THE SOVEREIGN ITSELF, BUT AMONG THE
INDIVIDUALS, TO CREATE AN ARTIFICIAL PERSON (THE COMMONWEALTH OR LEVIATHAN) THAT WILL ENFORCE PEACE AND ORDER.

Q: WHAT ARE THE KEY RIGHTS OF THE SOVEREIGN AS OUTLINED IN LEVIATHAN?

A: THE KEY RIGHTS OF THE SOVEREIGN IN HOBBES'S LEVIATHAN ARE ABSOLUTE AND INDIVISIBLE. THEY INCLUDE THE RIGHT TO
MAKE LAWS, TO JUDGE CONTROVERSIES, TO WAGE WAR AND PEACE, TO CONTROL OPINION AND THE DISSEMINATION OF
DOCTRINE, AND TO PUNISH SUBJECTS, ALL WITH THE ULTIMATE AIM OF PRESERVING PEACE AND SECURITY.



Q: How poEs HOBBES ADDRESS THE ROLE OF RELIGION IN LEVIATHAN?

A: HOBBES ARGUES FOR THE SUBORDINATION OF RELIGIOUS AUTHORITY TO CIVIL AUTHORITY. HE CONTENDS THAT THE
SOVEREIGN MUST HAVE THE POWER TO DETERMINE RELIGIOUS DOCTRINE AND PRACTICE WITHIN THE COMMONWEALTH TO PREVENT
RELIGIOUS DISPUTES FROM LEADING TO CIVIL UNREST AND TO ENSURE THAT RELIGIOUS BELIEF DOES NOT UNDERMINE THE
SOVEREIGN'S POWER.

Q: WHAT poes Hoeses MEAN BY THE “KINGDOM OF DARKNESS”?

A: By THE "KINGDOM OF DARKNESS,” HOBBES REFERS TO A STATE OF IGNORANCE AND SUPERSTITION PERPETUATED BY FALSE
DOCTRINES, OBSCURE PHILOSOPHICAL LANGUAGE, AND THE MANIPULATION OF SCRIPTURE, OFTEN BY RELIGIOUS AUTHORITIES. He
VIEWS THIS AS A SIGNIFICANT THREAT TO RATIONAL GOVERNANCE AND SOCIAL STABILITY.

Q: WHICH FORM OF GOVERNMENT DOES HOBBES FAVOR IN LEVIATHAN AND WHY?

A: HOBBES FAVORS MONARCHY AS THE MOST STABLE AND EFFECTIVE FORM OF GOVERNMENT. HE BELIEVES THAT THE PRIVATE
INTERESTS OF A MONARCH ARE MORE LIKELY TO ALIGN WITH THE PUBLIC GOOD THAN THOSE OF AN ARISTOCRACY OR
DEMOCRACY, AND THAT MONARCHY IS LESS PRONE TO INTERNAL DIVISION AND CONFLICT.

Q: CAN SUBJECTS REBEL AGAINST THE SOVEREIGN IN HoBBES'S LEVIATHAN?

A: IN Hosees's LEVIATHAN/ SUBJECTS GENERALLY CANNOT REBEL AGAINST THE SOVEREIGN BECAUSE DOING SO WOULD MEAN
RETURNING TO THE STATE OF NATURE, WHICH IS THE WORST POSSIBLE CONDITION. THE ONLY EXCEPTION IS IF THE SOVEREIGN
DIRECTLY THREATENS A SUBJECT,S LIFE, AS THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT TO SELF-PRESERVATION CANNOT BE SURRENDERED.
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