CHANGING THE JUSTICE SYSTEM US

THE IMPERATIVE FOR CHANGING THE JUSTICE SYSTEM IN THE US

CHANGING THE JUSTICE SYSTEM US IS A COMPLEX AND MULTIFACETED ENDEAVOR, DRIVEN BY EVOLVING SOCIETAL VALUES,
PERSISTENT DISPARITIES, AND A GROWING DEMAND FOR GREATER FAIRNESS AND EFFICACY. ACrOSS THE UNITED STATES,
DISCUSSIONS AND INITIATIVES ARE UNDERWAY TO REFORM A SYSTEM THAT, WHILE FOUNDATIONAL TO OUR SOCIETY, FACES
CONSIDERABLE SCRUTINY REGARDING ITS ACCESSIBILITY, EQUITY, AND IMPACT ON COMMUNITIES. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE
CRITICAL AREAS WHERE REFORM IS MOST NEEDED, EXPLORING THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT, CURRENT CHALLENGES, AND POTENTIAL
SOLUTIONS FOR TRANSFORMING THE AMERICAN JUSTICE SYSTEM INTO ONE THAT TRULY SERVES ALL ITS CITIZENS. WE WILL
EXAMINE ISSUES SUCH AS SENTENCING REFORM, POLICING PRACTICES, THE ROLE OF TECHNOLOGY, AND THE IMPORTANCE OF
RESTORATIVE JUSTICE.
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THe HisTorIcAL CONTEXT OF JUSTICE SYSTEM REFORM

THE NOTION OF CHANGING THE JUSTICE SYSTEM US HAS DEEP ROOTS IN AMERICAN HISTORY. FROM THE ABOLITIONIST
MOVEMENT TO THE CIVIL RIGHTS ERA AND BEYOND, VARIOUS SOCIAL JUSTICE MOVEMENTS HAVE CONSISTENTLY CALLED FOR A
MORE EQUITABLE AND HUMANE LEGAL FRAMEWORK. EARLY AMERICANJURISPRUDENCE/ HEAVILY INFLUENCED BY ENGLISH COMMON
LA, ESTABLISHED PRINCIPLES OF DUE PROCESS AND INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS, YET THESE IDEALS HAVE OFTEN BEEN INCONSISTENTLY
APPLIED, PARTICULARLY ALONG RACIAL AND SOCIOECONOMIC LINES. THE ONGOING STRUGGLE TO FULLY REALIZE THESE
FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES IS A TESTAMENT TO THE PERSISTENT NEED FOR REFORM.

THROUGHOUT THE 20TH CENTURY, SIGNIFICANT LEGISLATIVE CHANGES AND COURT DECISIONS HAVE ATTEMPTED TO ADDRESS
PERCEIVED INJUSTICES. L ANDMARK SUPREME COURT RULINGS HAVE SHAPED THE UNDERSTANDING OF CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS,
WHILE LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS HAVE SOUGHT TO MODERNIZE PROCEDURES AND PENALTIES. HO\X/EVER, THESE REFORMS HAVE OFTEN
BEEN REACTIVE RATHER THAN PROACTIVE, ADDRESSING SPECIFIC CRISES OR WIDESPREAD CRITICISMS RATHER THAN IMPLEMENTING
A HOLISTIC, FORW ARD~THINKING APPROACH. THE CYCLICAL NATURE OF REFORM EFFORTS HIGHLIGHTS THE ENDURING CHALLENGE
OF EMBEDDING EQUITY AND FAIRNESS INTO THE VERY FABRIC OF THE LEGAL APPARATUS.

Key AREAS FOR CHANGING THE JUSTICE SysTeM US

NUMEROUS FACETS OF THE AMERICAN JUSTICE SYSTEM ARE CURRENTLY UNDERGOING INTENSE SCRUTINY AND ARE CONSIDERED
PRIME CANDIDATES FOR SIGNIFICANT REFORM. | HESE AREAS ENCOMPASS THE VERY POINTS OF CONTACT INDIVIDUALS HAVE WITH
THE SYSTEM, FROM INITIAL ENCOUNTERS WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT TO THE AFTERMATH OF CONVICTION. ADDRESSING THESE
CHALLENGES REQUIRES A COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF THEIR INTERCONNECTEDNESS AND THEIR DISPROPORTIONATE IMPACT
ON CERTAIN POPULATIONS.



SENTENCING AND INCARCERATION REFORM

ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT AREAS FOR CHANGING THE JUSTICE SYSTEM US INVOLVES RECONSIDERING SENTENCING LAWS AND
REDUCING MASS INCARCERATION. FOR DECADES, THE US HAS MAINTAINED ONE OF THE HIGHEST INCARCERATION RATES IN THE
\WORLD, A PHENOMENON OFTEN ATTRIBUTED TO STRINGENT DRUG LAWS, MANDATORY MINIMUM SENTENCES, AND THE “\WAR ON
DRUGS.” THESE POLICIES HAVE LED TO OVERCROWDED PRISONS AND DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED MINORITY COMMUNITIES.

REFORMS IN THIS AREA FOCUS ON SEVERAL KEY STRATEGIES. THESE INCLUDE:

® REDUCING OR ELIMINATING MANDATORY MINIMUM SENTENCES FOR NON-VIOLENT OFFENSES, ALLOWING JUDGES MORE
DISCRETION.

® PROMOTING ALTERNATIVES TO INCARCERATION, SUCH AS DIVERSION PROGRAMS, PROBATION, AND COMMUNITY SERVICE,
PARTICULARLY FOR LOW-LEVEL OFFENDERS.

® RECLASSIFYING CERTAIN DRUG OFFENSES FROM FELONIES TO MISDEMEANORS.
® EXPANDING EXPUNGEMENT AND SEALING OF CRIMINAL RECORDS TO FACILITATE REENTRY INTO SOCIETY.

¢ REVISITING AND REPEALING DRACONIAN SENTENCING GUIDELINES THAT HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO LENGTHY PRISON TERMS.

THE GOAL IS NOT SIMPLY TO REDUCE NUMBERS BUT TO ENSURE THAT SENTENCES ARE PROPORTIONATE TO THE CRIME, PROMOTE
REHABILITATION, AND AVOID UNNECESSARILY PUNITIVE MEASURES THAT HINDER SOCIETAL REINTEGRATION.

POLICING PRACTICES AND ACCOUNTABILITY

CHANGES IN POLICING ARE CENTRAL TO ANY DISCUSSION ABOUT CHANGING THE JUSTICE SYSTEM US. CONCERNS ABOUT POLICE
BRUTALITY, RACIAL PROFILING, AND EXCESSIVE FORCE HAVE FUELED WIDESPREAD CALLS FOR REFORM. BUILDING TRUST BETWEEN
LA ENFORCEMENT AND THE COMMUNITIES THEY SERVE IS PARAMOUNT, AND THIS REQUIRES A FUNDAMENTAL REEVALUATION OF
POLICE TRAINING, TACTICS, AND ACCOUNTABILITY MECHANISMS.

PROPOSED REFORMS OFTEN INCLUDE:

® ENHANCED DE-ESCALATION TRAINING AND IMPLICIT BIAS TRAINING FOR OFFICERS.

® |INCREASED TRANSPARENCY AND OVERSIGHT, INCLUDING INDEPENDENT CIVILIAN REVIEW BOARDS WITH INVESTIGATIVE
POWERS.

® STRICTER USE-OF-FORCE POLICIES THAT EMPHASIZE NECESSITY AND PROPORTIONALITY.
® DATA COLLECTION AND PUBLIC REPORTING ON POLICE ENCOUNTERS, USE OF FORCE, AND COMPLAINTS.

® EXPLORING ALTERNATIVE PUBLIC SAFETY MODELS THAT INVOLVE COMMUNITY-BASED CRISIS INTERVENTION TEAMS.

THESE MEASURES AIM TO CREATE A MORE RESPONSIVE, ACCOUNTABLE, AND COMMUNITY-ORIENTED POLICING CULTURE,
FOSTERING A SAFER ENVIRONMENT FOR ALL.



THE ROLE OF TECHNOLOGY IN JUSTICE

TECHNOLOGY PLAYS AN INCREASINGLY SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE, PRESENTING BOTH OPPORTUNITIES
AND CHALLENGES FOR CHANGING THE JUSTICE SYSTEM US. FROM PREDICTIVE POLICING ALGORITHMS TO FACIAL RECOGNITION
SOFTWARE AND DIGITAL EVIDENCE MANAGEMENT, TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS CAN STREAMLINE PROCESSES AND
POTENTIALLY IMPROVE ACCURACY.

HO\WEVER, THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY ALSO RAISES SERIOUS ETHICAL AND EQUITY CONCERNS. ALGORITHMS CAN PERPETUATE
EXISTING BIASES IF TRAINED ON FLAWED DATA, LEADING TO DISCRIMINATORY OUTCOMES IN PREDICTIVE POLICING OR SENTENCING
RECOMMENDATIONS. THE PRIVACY IMPLICATIONS OF WIDESPREAD SURVEILLANCE TECHNOLOGIES ARE ALSO A MAJOR POINT OF
CONTENTION. THEREFORE, REFORMS MUST ENSURE THAT TECHNOLOGY IS USED RESPONSIBLY, ETHICALLY, AND IN WAYS THAT
ENHANCE FAIRNESS RATHER THAN UNDERMINE IT.

KEY CONSIDERATIONS INCLUDE:

® AUDITING ALGORITHMS FOR BIAS AND ENSURING TRANSPARENCY IN THEIR DEVELOPMENT AND DEPLOYMENT.

ESTABLISHING CLEAR GUIDELINES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE USE OF SURVEILLANCE TECHNOLOGIES.

® [NVESTING IN DIGITAL LITERACY AND TRAINING FOR LEGAL PROFESSIONALS TO UNDERSTAND AND CRITICALLY EVALUATE
TECHNOLOGICAL TOOLS.

® ENSURING THAT TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS DO NOT CREATE NEW BARRIERS TO JUSTICE FOR UNDERSERVED
COMMUNITIES.

AcCCEsS TO JUSTICE AND LEGAL REPRESENTATION

ENSURING EQUAL ACCESS TO JUSTICE IS A CORNERSTONE OF ANY FAIR LEGAL SYSTEM, AND IT REMAINS A CRITICAL AREA FOR
CHANGING THE JUSTICE SYSTEM US. MANY INDIVIDUALS, PARTICULARLY THOSE WITH LIMITED FINANCIAL RESOURCES, STRUGGLE
TO AFFORD LEGAL REPRESENTATION, LEADING TO AN UNEVEN PLAYING FIELD IN COURT. THis “JUSTICE GAP” CAN HAVE PROFOUND
CONSEQUENCES FOR AN INDIVIDUAL'S LIFE, IMPACTING HOUSING, EMPLOYMENT, AND FAMILY WELL-BEING.

EFFORTS TO IMPROVE ACCESS TO JUSTICE INCLUDE:

e EXPANDING FUNDING FOR PUBLIC DEFENDER OFFICES AND LEGAL AID SERVICES.
e PROMOTING PRO BONO WORK BY PRIVATE ATTORNEYS.

e DEVELOPING INNOVATIVE LEGAL SERVICE DELIVERY MODELS, SUCH AS ONLINE LEGAL RESOURCES AND COMMUNITY LEGAL
CLINICS.

® SIMPLIFYING LEGAL PROCEDURES AND COURT FORMS TO MAKE THEM MORE ACCESSIBLE TO THE PUBLIC.

® EXPLORING THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY TO PROVIDE LEGAL ASSISTANCE, SUCH AS Al-POWERED LEGAL ADVICE TOOLS
UNDER HUMAN SUPERVISION.

A ROBUST JUSTICE SYSTEM REQUIRES THAT EVERYONE, REGARDLESS OF THEIR INCOME, HAS A MEANINGFUL OPPORTUNITY TO
PRESENT THEIR CASE AND RECEIVE FAIR LEGAL COUNSEL.



ResTORATIVE JUSTICE AND COMMUNITY-BASED SOLUTIONS

BEYOND PUNITIVE MEASURES, A GROWING MOVEMENT ADVOCATES FOR CHANGING THE JUSTICE SYSTEM US BY INCORPORATING
RESTORATIVE JUSTICE PRINCIPLES. RESTORATIVE JUSTICE FOCUSES ON REPAIRING HARM, ADDRESSING THE NEEDS OF VICTIMS, AND
REINTEGRATING OFFENDERS INTO THE COMMUNITY. |T EMPHASIZES ACCOUNTABILITY, EMPATHY, AND THE ACTIVE PARTICIPATION
OF ALL STAKEHOLDERS.

THIS APPROACH OFFERS ALTERNATIVES TO TRADITIONAL COURT PROCEEDINGS, SUCH AS:

e VICTIM-OFFENDER MEDIATION, WHERE VICTIMS AND OFFENDERS CAN COMMUNICATE AND FIND RESOLUTIONS.
® FAMILY GROUP CONFERENCING, INVOLVING THE OFFENDER'S SUPPORT NETWORK.

e COMMUNITY-BASED SENTENCING AND REENTRY PROGRAMS DESIGNED TO SUPPORT INDIVIDUALS AFTER THEIR RELEASE.

FOCUS ON ADDRESSING THE ROOT CAUSES OF CRIME, SUCH AS POVERTY, LACK OF EDUCATION, AND MENTAL HEALTH
ISSUES, THROUGH COMMUNITY-LED INITIATIVES.

THESE MODELS AIM TO FOSTER HEALING, REDUCE RECIDIVISM, AND BUILD STRONGER, SAFER COMMUNITIES BY FOCUSING ON REPAIR
AND RECONCILIATION RATHER THAN SOLELY ON PUNISHMENT.

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES IN SYSTEMIC CHANGE

EMBARKING ON THE PATH OF CHANGING THE JUSTICE SYSTEM US IS FRAUGHT WITH CHALLENGES. ENTRENCHED INTERESTS,
POLITICAL INERTIA, AND THE SHEER COMPLEXITY OF THE LEGAL APPARATUS CAN CREATE SIGNIFICANT OBSTACLES.
FURTHERMORE/ DEEPLY INGRAINED SOCIETAL BIASES AND A HISTORICAL RELIANCE ON PUNITIVE MEASURES MAKE \WIDESPREAD
REFORM A SLOW AND ARDUOUS PROCESS.

HO\X/EVER, THESE CHALLENGES ARE MATCHED BY SIGNIFICANT OPPORTUNITIES. INCREASED PUBLIC AW ARENESS, FUELED BY MEDIA
COVERAGE AND ADVOCACY GROUPS, HAS CREATED A POWERFUL IMPETUS FOR CHANGE. THE AVAILABILITY OF DATA
DEMONSTRATING THE INEFFECTIVENESS AND INEQUITIES OF CURRENT PRACTICES PROVIDES COMPELLING EVIDENCE FOR REFORM.
MOREOVER, THE GROWING RECOGNITION OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COSTS OF MASS INCARCERATION AND AN UNJUST
SYSTEM PRESENTS A STRONG CASE FOR INVESTING IN MORE EFFECTIVE AND HUMANE ALTERNATIVES.

COLLABORATION BETWEEN LEGAL PROFESSIONALS, POLICYMAKERS, COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS, AND AFFECTED INDIVIDUALS IS
CRUCIAL TO NAVIGATING THESE COMPLEXITIES. BY FOSTERING DIALOGUE AND BUILDING CONSENSUS, IT IS POSSIBLE TO
IMPLEMENT REFORMS THAT ARE BOTH PRACTICAL AND TRANSFORMATIVE. THE POTENTIAL BENEFITS OF A MORE JUST, EQUITABLE,
AND EFFECTIVE SYSTEM—INCLUDING REDUCED CRIME RATES, STRONGER COMMUNITIES, AND INCREASED PUBLIC TRUST——OFFER A
POWERFUL INCENTIVE TO PERSEVERE.

THE FUTURE OF JUSTICE IN THE UNITED STATES

THE ONGOING EFFORTS TOWARD CHANGING THE JUSTICE SYSTEM US SIGNAL A CRITICAL JUNCTURE IN THE NATION'S HISTORY.
THE DEMAND FOR A SYSTEM THAT IS NOT ONLY EFFICIENT BUT ALSO FUNDAMENTALLY FAIR AND EQUITABLE IS LOUDER THAN
EVER BEFORE. MOVING FORWARD, THE FOCUS WILL LIKELY CONTINUE TO BE ON EVIDENCE-BASED REFORMS THAT PRIORITIZE
REHABILITATION, ADDRESS SYSTEMIC INEQUALITIES, AND PROMOTE COMMUNITY WELL-BEING.

THE FUTURE OF JUSTICE IN THE UNITED STATES HINGES ON A SUSTAINED COMMITMENT TO INNOVATION, ACCOUNTABILITY, AND
THE UNWAVERING PURSUIT OF JUSTICE FOR ALL. THIS INCLUDES FOSTERING A CULTURE OF CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT WITHIN



LEGAL INSTITUTIONS, EMBRACING DATA-DRIVEN DECISION-MAKING, AND ENSURING THAT THE VOICES OF THOSE MOST IMPACTED
BY THE SYSTEM ARE CENTRAL TO THE REFORM PROCESS. ULTIMATELY, A TRANSFORMED JUSTICE SYSTEM WILL BE ONE THAT
REFLECTS THE EVOLVING IDEALS OF A JUST AND COMPASSIONATE SOCIETY.

FAQ

Q: WHAT ARE THE MAIN DRIVERS BEHIND THE CALLS FOR CHANGING THE JUSTICE SYSTEM
IN THE US?

A: THE PRIMARY DRIVERS FOR CHANGING THE JUSTICE SYSTEM IN THE US INCLUDE PERSISTENT RACIAL AND SOCIOECONOMIC
DISPARITIES IN ARRESTS, SENTENCING, AND INCARCERATION; CONCERNS ABOUT MASS INCARCERATION AND ITS DEVASTATING
IMPACT ON INDIVIDUALS AND COMMUNITIES; A GROWING AW ARENESS OF THE INEFFECTIVENESS OF PURELY PUNITIVE MEASURES;
AND A DESIRE FOR A MORE EQUITABLE AND REHABILITATIVE APPROACH TO CRIME AND JUSTICE.

QZ How DOES SENTENCING REFORM AIM TO CHANGE THE JUSTICE SYSTEM IN THE US?P

A: SENTENCING REFORM SEEKS TO CHANGE THE JUSTICE SYSTEM IN THE US BY MOVING AWAY FROM OVERLY HARSH AND LENGTHY
SENTENCES, PARTICULARLY FOR NON-VIOLENT OFFENSES. THIS INCLUDES REDUCING OR ELIMINATING MANDATORY MINIMUMS,
PROMOTING JUDICIAL DISCRETION, AND INCREASING THE USE OF ALTERNATIVES TO INCARCERATION LIKE DIVERSION PROGRAMS
AND PROBATION. THE GOAL IS TO ENSURE SENTENCES ARE PROPORTIONATE TO THE CRIME AND CONDUCIVE TO REHABILITATION.

Q: WHAT SPECIFIC CHANGES ARE BEING PROPOSED FOR POLICING PRACTICES TO REFORM
THE US JUSTICE SYSTEM?

A: PROPOSED CHANGES FOR POLICING PRACTICES AIMED AT REFORMING THE US JUSTICE SYSTEM FOCUS ON ENHANCING
ACCOUNTABILITY AND BUILDING COMMUNITY TRUST. THIS INCLUDES IMPROVED DE-ESCALATION AND IMPLICIT BIAS TRAINING,
STRONGER OVERSIGHT MECHANISMS LIKE CIVILIAN REVIEW BOARDS, STRICTER USE-OF-FORCE POLICIES, INCREASED TRANSPARENCY
THROUGH DATA COLLECTION, AND EXPLORING COMMUNITY-BASED PUBLIC SAFETY MODELS.

Q: IN WHAT WAYS CAN TECHNOLOGY CONTRIBUTE TO OR HINDER THE PROCESS OF
CHANGING THE JUSTICE SYSTEM IN THE US?

A: TECHNOLOGY CAN CONTRIBUTE TO CHANGING THE JUSTICE SYSTEM IN THE US BY IMPROVING EFFICIENCY, DATA MANAGEMENT,
AND POTENTIALLY INCREASING ACCURACY IN CERTAIN AREAS. HO\X/EVER, IT CAN ALSO HINDER REFORM IF ALGORITHMS
PERPETUATE EXISTING BIASES, IF SURVEILLANCE TECHNOLOGIES INFRINGE ON PRIVACY RIGHTS, OR IF ACCESS TO THESE
TECHNOLOGIES CREATES NEW DISPARITIES. ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS AND ROBUST OVERSIGHT ARE CRUCIAL FOR RESPONSIBLE
TECHNOLOGICAL INTEGRATION.

Q: WHAT DOES “ACCESS TO JUSTICE” MEAN IN THE CONTEXT OF REFORMING THE US
JUSTICE SYSTEM?

A: " Access TO_JUSTICE“ IN THE CONTEXT OF REFORMING THE US JUSTICE SYSTEM MEANS ENSURING THAT ALL INDIVIDUALS,
REGARDLESS OF THEIR FINANCIAL STATUS OR BACKGROUND, HAVE A MEANINGFUL OPPORTUNITY TO UNDERSTAND AND NAVIGATE
THE LEGAL SYSTEM AND HAVE ADEQUATE LEGAL REPRESENTATION. THIS INVOLVES ADDRESSING THE JUSTICE GAP THROUGH
INCREASED FUNDING FOR LEGAL AID, PRO BONO SERVICES, AND SIMPLIFIED LEGAL PROCESSES.



QZ How DOES RESTORATIVE JUSTICE OFFER AN ALTERNATIVE APPROACH TO
TRADITIONAL JUSTICE SYSTEM PRACTICES IN THE USr

A: RESTORATIVE JUSTICE OFFERS AN ALTERNATIVE BY FOCUSING ON REPAIRING HARM, MEETING THE NEEDS OF VICTIMS, AND
REINTEGRATING OFFENDERS INTO THE COMMUNITY, RATHER THAN SOLELY ON PUNISHMENT. [T INVOLVES DIALOGUE, MEDIATION,
AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT TO ADDRESS THE UNDERLYING ISSUES OF CRIME AND PROMOTE HEALING AND RECONCILIATION.

Q: WHAT ARE THE BIGGEST OBSTACLES TO IMPLEMENTING WIDESPREAD CHANGES IN THE
US JUSTICE SYSTEM?

A: THE BIGGEST OBSTACLES TO IMPLEMENTING WIDESPREAD CHANGES IN THE US JUSTICE SYSTEM INCLUDE ENTRENCHED
POLITICAL INTERESTS, BUREAUCRATIC INERTIA, THE COMPLEXITY OF LEGAL STRUCTURES, DEEPLY INGRAINED SOCIETAL BIASES,
AND THE SIGNIFICANT FINANCIAL AND SOCIAL COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH OVERHAULING EXISTING PRACTICES AND INSTITUTIONS.

QI IS THERE BIPARTISAN SUPPORT FOR CHANGING THE JUSTICE SYSTEM IN THE US?

A: WHILE SPECIFIC PROPOSALS CAN BE CONTENTIOUS, THERE HAS BEEN A NOTABLE INCREASE IN BIPARTISAN SUPPORT FOR
CERTAIN ASPECTS OF JUSTICE SYSTEM REFORM IN THE US, PARTICULARLY CONCERNING SENTENCING REFORM FOR NON-VIOLENT
OFFENSES AND ADDRESSING ISSUES OF MASS INCARCERATION. HO\X/EVER, CONSENSUS ON BROADER SYSTEMIC CHANGES REMAINS
CHALLENGING.
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