CAUSES OF THE AMERICAN COLONIES’ BREAK FROM BRITAIN

CAUSES OF THE AMERICAN COLONIES’ BREAK FROM BRITAIN ARE MULTIFACETED, STEMMING FROM A COMPLEX INTERPLAY OF
ECONOMIC GRIEVANCES, POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES, AND GROWING CULTURAL DIVERGENCE. For DECADES, THE RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND ITS NORTH AMERICAN COLONIES WAS CHARACTERIZED BY A DEGREE OF AUTONOMY FOR THE
COLONISTS, BUT THIS BEGAN TO SHIFT SIGNIFICANTLY IN THE MID- 18TH CENTURY. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE KEY FACTORS
THAT ERODED THE BONDS BETWEEN MOTHER COUNTRY AND COLONY, ULTIMATELY LEADING TO THE REVOLUTIONARY \WAR. WEe
WILL EXPLORE THE IMPACT OF BRITISH IMPERIAL POLICIES FOLLOWING THE SEVEN YEARS' \X/AR, THE BURGEONING IDEAS OF
SELF-GOVERNANCE AND NATURAL RIGHTS, AND SPECIFIC ACTS OF PARLIAMENT THAT IGNITED COLONIAL FURY. UNDERSTANDING
THESE FOUNDATIONAL CAUSES IS CRUCIAL TO GRASPING THE BIRTH OF THE UNITED STATES.
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BrITISH IMPERIAL PoLicies AND COLONIAL RESISTANCE

FOLLOWING THE COSTLY SEVEN YEARS' W AR (ALSO KNOWN AS THE FRENCH AND INDIAN W/ AR IN NORTH AMERICA), GREAT
BRITAIN FOUND ITSELF WITH A SIGNIFICANTLY EXPANDED EMPIRE AND SUBSTANTIAL WAR DEBTS. TO MANAGE ITS NEW
TERRITORIES AND RECOUP ITS FINANCIAL LOSSES, PARLIAMENT BEGAN TO IMPLEMENT POLICIES THAT DIRECTLY IMPACTED THE
AMERICAN COLONIES. PREVIOUSLY, THE COLONIES HAD OPERATED UNDER A POLICY OF “SALUTARY NEGLECT,” WHERE BRITISH
ENFORCEMENT OF TRADE LAWS AND OTHER REGULATIONS WAS RELATIVELY LAX. THIS PERIOD ALLOWED THE COLONIES TO
DEVELOP THEIR OWN INSTITUTIONS AND A SENSE OF SELF-RELIANCE.

HOWEVER, THE END OF THE W AR MARKED A TURNING POINT. BRITAIN SOUGHT TO EXERT GREATER CONTROL AND EXTRACT MORE
REVENUE FROM THE COLONIES TO HELP PAY FOR THEIR DEFENSE AND ADMINISTRATION. THIS SHIFT IN IMPERIAL STRATEGY WAS
MET WITH INCREASING RESENTMENT. COLONISTS, WHO HAD CONTRIBUTED SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE WAR EFFORT AND FELT THEY
HAD EARNED A GREATER DEGREE OF FREEDOM, VIEWED THESE NEW POLICIES AS AN INFRINGEMENT ON THEIR ESTABLISHED RIGHTS
AND LIBERTIES. THE PROCLAMATION OF 1763, WHICH PROHIBITED WESTWARD EXPANSION BEYOND THE APPALACHIAN
MOUNTAINS, WAS ONE OF THE FIRST MAJOR POLICY CHANGES THAT ANGERED COLONISTS EAGER TO SETTLE NEW LANDS.

THE SHIFT FROM SALUTARY NEGLECT

THE ERA OF SALUTARY NEGLECT HAD FOSTERED A UNIQUE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT IN THE COLONIES.
COLONISTS BECAME ACCUSTOMED TO MAKING MANY OF THEIR OWN DECISIONS, DEVELOPING THEIR OWN LEGISLATIVE BODIES,
AND ENGAGING IN TRADE WITH LITTLE INTERFERENCE. THIS PERIOD OF RELATIVE FREEDOM CREATED A PRECEDENT FOR SELF-
GOVERNANCE. \WHEN BRITAIN ATTEMPTED TO TIGHTEN ITS GRIP, IT WAS PERCEIVED NOT AS A NATURAL EVOLUTION OF
GOVERNANCE, BUT AS AN UNWELCOME IMPOSITION THAT THREATENED THEIR ESTABLISHED WAY OF LIFE AND ECONOMIC
PROSPERITY.

ENFORCEMENT OF TRADE REGULATIONS

BeFORE THE MID- 18TH CENTURY, MANY TRADE REGULATIONS, SUCH AS THE NAVIGATION ACTS/ \WERE POORLY ENFORCED.
SMUGGLING WAS RAMPANT, AND THE COLONIES HAD DEVELOPED THRIVING ECONOMIES, OFTEN IN DEFIANCE OF THESE LAWS. THE
POST-WAR PERIOD SAW INCREASED EFFORTS TO ENFORCE THESE ACTS, INCLUDING THE USE OF WRITS OF ASSISTANCE, WHICH
WERE GENERAL SEARCH WARRANTS ALLOWING BRITISH OFFICIALS TO SEARCH FOR CONTRABAND. THIS HEIGHTENED ENFORCEMENT



WAS SEEN AS AN INVASION OF PRIVACY AND AN ATTACK ON COLONIAL COMMERCE, FURTHER FUELING DISCONTENT.

TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION: THE CORE GRIEVANCE

PERHAPS THE MOST POTENT AND UNIFYING CAUSE OF THE AMERICAN COLONIES’ BREAK FROM BRITAIN WAS THE PRINCIPLE OF
“TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION.” FOLLOWING THE SEVEN YEARS' \X/AR, THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT BELIEVED IT WAS
ONLY FAIR THAT THE COLONIES CONTRIBUTE TO THE COSTS OF THEIR OWN DEFENSE AND ADMINISTRATION. HO\X/EVERI THE
METHOD OF TAXATION EMPLOYED BY PARLIAMENT SPARKED FIERCE OPPOSITION. COLONISTS ARGUED THAT, AS THEY HAD NO
ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES IN THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT, PARLIAMENT HAD NO RIGHT TO LEVY TAXES UPON THEM.

THIS WAS NOT MERELY AN ABSTRACT PHILOSOPHICAL DEBATE, IT HAD DIRECT ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES FOR COLONISTS. New
TAXES AND DUTIES WERE IMPOSED, IMPACTING EVERYDAY GOODS AND SERVICES. THE RALLYING CRY, “No TAXATION WITHOUT
REPRESENTATION,” BECAME A POWERFUL SLOGAN THAT UNITED DISPARATE COLONIAL GROUPS AGAINST WHAT THEY PERCEIVED
AS UNJUST AND UNCONSTITUTIONAL BRITISH ACTIONS. THEY BELIEVED THEIR RIGHTS AS ENGLISHMEN WERE BEING VIOLATED BY A
GOVERNMENT THAT WAS IMPOSING BURDENS WITHOUT THEIR CONSENT.

THe SuGar AcT oF 1764

THE SUGAR ACT WAS ONE OF THE FIRST SIGNIFICANT ATTEMPTS BY PARLIAMENT TO RAISE REVENUE FROM THE COLONIES
DIRECTLY. |IT LOWERED THE TAX ON MOLASSES BUT INCREASED ENFORCEMENT MEASURES TO COMBAT SMUGGLING. WHILE
INTENDED TO SIMPLIFY AND ENFORCE EXISTING DUTIES, IT WAS VIEWED BY MANY COLONISTS AS A PUNITIVE MEASURE DESIGNED
TO RAISE MONEY FOR BRITAIN RATHER THAN SUPPORT COLONIAL INTERESTS. |T SIGNALED A NEW ERA OF DIRECT TAXATION AND
STRICTER ECONOMIC CONTROL.

THE STAMP AcT OF 1765

THE STAMP ACT PROVED TO BE AN EVEN MORE INCENDIARY PIECE OF LEGISLATION. [T REQUIRED THAT COLONISTS PURCHASE
SPECIAL STAMPED PAPER FOR ALMOST ALL LEGAL DOCUMENTS, NEWSPAPERS, PAMPHLETS, PLAYING CARDS, AND DICE. THIS TAX
AFFECTED VIRTUALLY EVERY COLONIST, FROM LAW YERS AND MERCHANTS TO PRINTERS AND ORDINARY CITIZENS. THE
WIDESPREAD IMPACT AND THE DIRECT NATURE OF THE TAX LED TO WIDESPREAD PROTESTS, BOYCOTTS OF BrITISH GOODS, AND
THE FORMATION OF GROUPS LIKE THE SONS OF LIBERTY. THE STAMP ACT CONGRESS, A GATHERING OF DELEGATES FROM NINE
COLONIES, WAS CONVENED TO PROTEST THE ACT, DEMONSTRATING A GROWING INTERCOLONIAL UNITY.

THE TowNsHEND AcTs oF 1767

FOLLOWING THE REPEAL OF THE STAMP ACT, PARLIAMENT PASSED THE T OWNSHEND ACTS, WHICH IMPOSED DUTIES ON
IMPORTED GOODS SUCH AS GLASS, LEAD, PAINTS, PAPER, AND TEA. THESE ACTS WERE ALSO INTENDED TO RAISE REVENUE AND
ASSERT PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY. WHILE THE DUTIES WERE EXTERNAL TAXES ON IMPORTS, COLONISTS VIEWED THEM AS A
THINLY VEILED ATTEMPT TO TAX THEM WITHOUT THEIR CONSENT, JUST AS THE STAMP ACT HAD BEEN. THE RENEWED
RESISTANCE LED TO FURTHER BOYCOTTS AND INCREASED TENSIONS, CULMINATING IN EVENTS LIKE THE BosToN MASSACRE.

|IDEOLOGICAL SHIFTS AND THE ENLIGHTENMENT

THE INTELLECTUAL CURRENTS OF THE ENLIGHTENMENT PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN SHAPING THE COLONISTS’ UNDERSTANDING OF
THEIR RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES. PHILOSOPHERS LIKEJOHN LOCKE, WITH HIS THEORIES ON NATURAL RIGHTS—LIFE, LIBERTY, AND



PROPERTY—PROVIDED A POWERFUL INTELLECTUAL FRAMEWORK FOR CHALLENGING THE AUTHORITY OF THE BRITISH MONARCHY
AND PARLIAMENT. THESE IDEAS RESONATED DEEPLY WITH COLONISTS WHO FELT THEIR FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS WERE BEING
INFRINGED UPON.

THE CONCEPT OF THE SOCIAL CONTRACT, WHICH SUGGESTED THAT GOVERNMENTS DERIVE THEIR LEGITIMACY FROM THE CONSENT
OF THE GOVERNED, WAS ALSO HIGHLY INFLUENTIAL. COLONISTS BEGAN TO BELIEVE THAT IF THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT FAILED TO
UPHOLD ITS END OF THE SOCIAL CONTRACT, THE PEOPLE HAD THE RIGHT TO ALTER OR ABOLISH IT. THIS PHILOSOPHICAL
JUSTIFICATION EMPOWERED COLONISTS TO QUESTION THE DIVINE RIGHT OF KINGS AND THE ABSOLUTE AUTHORITY OF
PARLIAMENT.

THE INFLUENCE OF JOHN LOCKE

JOHN LOCKE'S WRITINGS, PARTICULARLY HIS “Two TREATISES OF GOVERNMENT,” PROVIDED COLONISTS WITH A COMPELLING
ARGUMENT FOR INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS AND LIMITED GOVERNMENT. HIS ASSERTION THAT INDIVIDUALS POSSESS INHERENT NATURAL
RIGHTS THAT GOVERNMENTS ARE CREATED TO PROTECT, AND THAT CAN BE LEGITIMATELY OVERTHROWN IF THEY FAIL TO DO
SO, WAS A CORNERSTONE OF REVOLUTIONARY THOUGHT. COLONISTS SAW BRITISH ACTIONS AS A DIRECT VIOLATION OF
THESE NATURAL RIGHTS.

RepusLIcANISM AND CIVIC VIRTUE

THE BURGEONING IDEOLOGY OF REPUBLICANISM, WHICH EMPHASIZED CIVIC VIRTUE, PUBLIC SERVICE, AND THE COMMON GOOD,
ALSO CONTRIBUTED TO THE COLONISTS' DESIRE FOR SELF-GOVERNANCE. THEY ADMIRED THE ROMAN REPUBLIC AND BELIEVED
THAT AN INDEPENDENT CITIZENRY, FREE FROM THE CORRUPTING INFLUENCE OF MONARCHY AND ARISTOCRACY, WAS ESSENTIAL FOR
A JUST SOCIETY. THIS IDEAL FUELED THEIR COMMITMENT TO CREATING THEIR OWN POLITICAL SYSTEM.

SpecIFIc AcTs AND CoLONIAL REACTIONS

A SERIES OF SPECIFIC PARLIAMENTARY ACTS AND BRITISH POLICIES SERVED AS FLASHPOINTS, ESCALATING TENSIONS AND
SOLIDIFYING COLONIAL OPPOSITION. EACH ACT, DESIGNED TO ASSERT BRITISH AUTHORITY OR RAISE REVENUE, WAS MET WITH A
PROPORTIONAL INCREASE IN COLONIAL RESISTANCE, CREATING A CYCLE OF ACTION AND REACTION THAT MOVED THE COLONIES
CLOSER TO INDEPENDENCE.

THESE LEGISLATIVE MEASURES, OFTEN PERCEIVED AS ARBITRARY AND OPPRESSIVE, GALVANIZED COLONIAL OPINION AND
FOSTERED A SENSE OF SHARED GRIEVANCE ACROSS THE THIRTEEN COLONIES. THE COLONISTS' RESPONSES, RANGING FROM
PEACEFUL PROTESTS AND BOYCOTTS TO MORE AGGRESSIVE ACTS OF DEFIANCE, DEMONSTRATED A GROWING UNWILLINGNESS TO
SUBMIT TO WHAT THEY SAW AS TYRANNICAL RULE.

THE QUARTERING ACT

THE QUARTERING ACT/ FIRST PASSED IN | 765, REQUIRED COLONIAL ASSEMBLIES TO PROVIDE HOUSING, PROVISIONS, AND
TRANSPORTATION FOR BRITISH SOLDIERS STATIONED IN THE COLONIES. THIS ACT WAS DEEPLY UNPOPULAR, AS COLONISTS
RESENTED THE PRESENCE OF A STANDING ARMY IN PEACETIME AND THE FINANCIAL BURDEN OF SUPPORTING IT. |T WAS VIEWED AS
A FURTHER INFRINGEMENT ON COLONIAL AUTONOMY AND A VIOLATION OF THEIR RIGHT TO BE FREE FROM THE QUARTERING OF
TROOPS WITHOUT THEIR CONSENT.



THe INToLERABLE AcTs (CoerciVE AcTS) oF 1774

IN RESPONSE TO THE BosToN TEA PARTY, PARLIAMENT PASSED A SERIES OF PUNITIVE MEASURES KNOWN AS THE COERCIVE
ACTS, WHICH THE COLONISTS PROMPTLY DUBRBED THE “INTOLERABLE ACTS.” THESE ACTS WERE DESIGNED TO PUNISH
MASSACHUSETTS AND ASSERT BRITISH AUTHORITY. THEY INCLUDED CLOSING THE PORT OF BOSTON UNTIL THE DESTROYED TEA
WAS PAID FOR, RESTRICTING TOWN MEETINGS, AND ALLOWING BRITISH OFFICIALS ACCUSED OF CRIMES TO BE TRIED IN BRITAIN
OR ANOTHER COLONY. THE QUEBEC ACT, PASSED CONCURRENTLY, ALSO ANGERED COLONISTS BY EXTENDING QUEBEC,S
BOUNDARIES AND GRANTING RELIGIOUS FREEDOMS TO CATHOLICS/ WHICH WAS VIEWED WITH SUSPICION BY THE PREDOMINANTLY
PROTESTANT COLONISTS.

THe BosTon Massacre (1770)

THE PRESENCE OF BRITISH TROOPS IN BOSTON, INTENDED TO ENFORCE PARLIAMENTARY LAWS, LED TO FREQUENT
CONFRONTATIONS WITH THE LOCAL POPULATION. IN 1 770, A STREET BRAWL ESCALATED INTO A DEADLY INCIDENT \WHERE
BRITISH SOLDIERS FIRED ON A CROWD OF COLONISTS, KILLING FIVE. THis EVENT, HEAVILY PUBLICIZED BY COLONIAL
PROPAGANDISTS LIKE PAUL REVERE, BECAME A POWERFUL SYMBOL OF BRITISH OPPRESSION AND BRUTALITY, FURTHER INFLAMING
ANTI-BRITISH SENTIMENT.

THe GRoWING Divipe: CULTURAL AND EconoMiC DIVERGENCE

OVER TIME, THE AMERICAN COLONIES DEVELOPED DISTINCT CULTURAL IDENTITIES AND ECONOMIC INTERESTS THAT DIVERGED
FROM THOSE OF GREAT BRITAIN. A GROWING SENSE OF AMERICAN IDENTITY BEGAN TO EMERGE, SHAPED BY THE UNIQUE
EXPERIENCES OF COLONIAL LIFE, THE VASTNESS OF THE CONTINENT, AND A DIFFERENT SOCIAL STRUCTURE THAN THAT OF
BRITAIN.

ECONOMICALLY, THE COLONIES WERE INCREASINGLY FOCUSED ON DEVELOPING THEIR OWN INDUSTRIES AND TRADE NETWORKS,
OFTEN CHAFING UNDER BRITISH MERCANTILIST POLICIES DESIGNED TO BENEFIT THE MOTHER COUNTRY. THIS ECONOMIC DIVERGENCE
CREATED INHERENT FRICTION, AS COLONIAL ASPIRATIONS FOR GROWTH AND INDEPENDENCE CLASHED WITH BRITISH ATTEMPTS TO
MAINTAIN CONTROL AND PROFIT.

DeveLoPMENT oF A UNIQUE COLONIAL IDENTITY

GENERATIONS BORN IN AMERICA DEVELOPED A DISTINCT PERSPECTIVE. THEY WERE NOT ACCUSTOMED TO THE RIGID SOCIAL
HIERARCHIES OF BRITAIN, NOR DID THEY EXPERIENCE THE SAME HISTORICAL TRADITIONS. THE VASTNESS OF THE LAND, THE
CHALLENGES OF FRONTIER LIFE, AND THE RELATIVE SOCIAL MOBILITY CONTRIBUTED TO A SENSE OF SELF-RELIANCE AND A UNIQUE
AMERICAN CHARACTER. THIS EVOLVING IDENTITY MADE IT INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT FOR COLONISTS TO FEEL A STRONG KINSHIP
WITH A DISTANT RULING POWER.

MERCANTILIST PoLIcies AND EconoMIC GRIEVANCES

BRITISH ECONOMIC POLICY WAS GUIDED BY MERCANTILISM, A SYSTEM WHERE COLONIES WERE EXPECTED TO PROVIDE RAW
MATERIALS TO THE MOTHER COUNTRY AND SERVE AS MARKETS FOR BRITISH MANUFACTURED GOODS. WHILE THIS SYSTEM HAD
SOME BENEFITS, IT ALSO STIFLED COLONIAL INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AND LIMITED THEIR TRADING PARTNERS. COLONISTS OFTEN
FELT THAT BRITISH POLICIES WERE DESIGNED TO ENRICH BRITAIN AT THEIR EXPENSE, LEADING TO FRUSTRATION AND A DESIRE FOR
ECONOMIC FREEDOM.



THe RoAD To REVOLUTION: ESCALATION oF CONFLICT

THE CUMULATIVE EFFECT OF THESE ECONOMIC GRIEVANCES, IDEOLOGICAL SHIFTS, AND SPECIFIC PARLIAMENTARY ACTS CREATED
AN UNTENABLE SITUATION FOR MANY COLONISTS. THE EVENTS OF THE 1760s AND 1770S WERE CHARACTERIZED BY A RAPID

ESCALATION OF CONFLICT. EACH ATTEMPT BY BRITAIN TO ASSERT CONTROL WAS MET WITH ORGANIZED RESISTANCE, LEADING

TO A BREAKDOWN IN TRUST AND A GROWING CONVICTION THAT THE ONLY PATH FORWARD WAS SEPARATION.

THE FORMATION OF COLONIAL CONGRESSES, THE ORGANIZATION OF MILITIAS, AND THE EVENTUAL OUTBREAK OF ARMED
CONFLICT AT LEXINGTON AND CONCORD DEMONSTRATED THE COLONISTS' COMMITMENT TO DEFENDING THEIR PERCEIVED RIGHTS.
THE PATH TO REVOLUTION WAS NOT A SUDDEN DECISION, BUT A GRADUAL PROCESS FUELED BY DECADES OF GROWING
DISCONTENT AND A FUNDAMENTAL DISAGREEMENT OVER GOVERNANCE, RIGHTS, AND REPRESENTATION.

THe BosToN Tea ParTY (1773)

THe TEA ACT ofF 1773, INTENDED TO BAIL OUT THE STRUGGLING BRITISH EAST INDIA COMPANY BY ALLOWING IT TO SELL
TEA DIRECTLY TO THE COLONIES WITHOUT PAYING CERTAIN TAXES, WAS SEEN BY COLONISTS AS A TRICK TO GET THEM TO
ACCEPT PARLIAMENT’S RIGHT TO TAX. IN PROTEST, A GROUP OF COLONISTS DISGUISED AS NATIVE AMERICANS BOARDED
BRITISH SHIPS IN BOSTON HARBOR AND DUMPED 342 CHESTS OF TEA INTO THE WATER. THIS ACT OF DEFIANCE DIRECTLY
CHALLENGED BRITISH AUTHORITY AND WAS A PIVOTAL MOMENT LEADING TO THE COERCIVE ACTS.

THe FIRsT CoNTINENTAL ConGress (1774)

IN RESPONSE TO THE INTOLERABLE ACTS, DELEGATES FROM TWELVE OF THE THIRTEEN COLONIES CONVENED IN PHILADELPHIA FOR
THE FIRST CONTINENTAL CONGRESS. THIS GATHERING MARKED A SIGNIFICANT STEP TOWARDS COLONIAL UNITY. THE DELEGATES
DISCUSSED GRIEVANCES, ORGANIZED A BOYCOTT OF BrITISH GOODS, AND SENT A PETITION TO KING GEORGE Il OUTLINING THEIR
COMPLAINTS AND ASSERTING THEIR RIGHTS AS ENGLISHMEN. W/HILE STILL SEEKING RECONCILIATION, THE CONGRESS LAID THE
GROUNDWORK FOR COORDINATED ACTION.

LexiINGTON AND Concorp (1775)

THE “SHOT HEARD 'ROUND THE WORLD" OCCURRED ON APRIL 19, 1775, WHEN BRITISH TROOPS MARCHED FROM BOSTON TO
SEIZE COLONIAL MILITARY SUPPLIES IN CONCORD AND ARREST REBEL LEADERS. COLONIAL MILITIAMEN, KNOWN AS MINUTEMEN,
CONFRONTED THE BRITISH AT LEXINGTON AND THEN AT CONCORD, ENGAGING IN ARMED CONFLICT. THESE BATTLES MARKED THE
BEGINNING OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY W/ AR AND SIGNALED THAT THE COLONISTS WERE PREPARED TO FIGHT FOR THEIR
FREEDOM.

THE SECOND CONTINENTAL CONGRESS AND THE DECLARATION OF |NDEPENDENCE
(1776)

FOLLOWING THE OUTBREAK OF HOSTILITIES, THE SECOND CONTINENTAL CONGRESS CONVENED. |T TOOK ON THE
RESPONSIBILITIES OF A DE FACTO NATIONAL GOVERNMENT, RAISING AN ARMY, APPOINTING GEORGE W/ ASHINGTON AS ITS
COMMANDER, AND EVENTUALLY, ONJuLY 4, 1776, ADOPTING THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. THIS DOCUMENT FORMALLY
PROCLAIMED THE COLONIES’ SEPARATION FROM GREAT BRITAIN, ARTICULATING THE PHILOSOPHICAL JUSTIFICATIONS FOR THEIR
DECISION AND LISTING THE SPECIFIC GRIEVANCES THAT HAD LED TO THIS MOMENTOUS BREAK.



FAQ

Q: WHAT WAS THE PRIMARY ECONOMIC REASON FOR THE AMERICAN COLONIES’ BREAK
FROM BRITAIN?

A: THE PRIMARY ECONOMIC REASON WAS THE IMPOSITION OF TAXES AND TRADE REGULATIONS BY THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT
WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF THE COLONIES. ACTS LIKE THE STAMP ACT/ SUGAR ACT, AND TOWNSHEND ACTS WERE SEEN AS
MEASURES TO EXTRACT REVENUE FROM THE COLONIES TO PAY FOR BRITISH WAR DEBTS AND ADMINISTRATION, STIFLING
COLONIAL ECONOMIC GROWTH AND VIOLATING PRINCIPLES OF FAIR TRADE.

Q: How DID THE CONCEPT OF “TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION” CONTRIBUTE TO
THE REVOLUTION?

A: "TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION” BECAME A RALLYING CRY BECAUSE COLONISTS BELIEVED THAT, AS THEY HAD NO
ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES IN THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT/ PARLIAMENT HAD NO LEGITIMATE AUTHORITY TO TAX THEM. THEY
ARGUED THAT TAXATION WITHOUT CONSENT VIOLATED THEIR FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AS ENGLISHMEN AND WAS A FORM OF
TYRANNY.

Q: WHAT ROLE DID ENLIGHTENMENT IDEAS PLAY IN THE COLONIES’ DECISION TO BREAK
FROM BRITAIN?

A: ENLIGHTENMENT PHILOSOPHIES, PARTICULARLY THOSE OFJOHN LOCKE CONCERNING NATURAL RIGHTS (LIFE, LIBERTY, AND
PROPERTY) AND THE SOCIAL CONTRACT THEORY, PROVIDED THE INTELLECTUAL JUSTIFICATION FOR THE COLONISTS'
RESISTANCE. THESE IDEAS EMPOWERED COLONISTS TO CHALLENGE THE DIVINE RIGHT OF KINGS AND ASSERT THEIR RIGHT TO SELF-
GOVERNANCE IF THE GOVERNMENT FAILED TO PROTECT THEIR FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS.

Q: WERE ALL COLONISTS IN FAVOR OF BREAKING AWAY FROM BRITAIN?

A: NO, NOT ALL COLONISTS FAVORED BREAKING AWAY FROM BRITAIN. THERE WAS A SIGNIFICANT DIVISION WITHIN COLONIAL
SOCIETY. LOYALISTS, ALSO KNOWN AS TORIES, REMAINED LOYAL TO THE BrITISH CROWN AND OPPOSED THE REVOLUTION,
WHILE PATRIOTS ACTIVELY SUPPORTED INDEPENDENCE. A CONSIDERABLE PORTION OF THE POPULATION REMAINED NEUTRAL OR
INDIFFERENT.

Q: How pID BRITISH POLICIES AFTER THE SEVEN YEARS' W/ AR DIFFER FROM THOSE
BEFORE, AND WHY DID THIS CAUSE FRICTION?

A: BEFORE THE SEVEN YEARS' W/ AR, BRITAIN OFTEN PRACTICED “SALUTARY NEGLECT,” WITH LAX ENFORCEMENT OF LAWS.
AFTER THE WAR, BRITAIN SOUGHT TO TIGHTEN CONTROL AND RAISE REVENUE TO MANAGE ITS EXPANDED EMPIRE AND WAR
DEBTS. THIS SHIFT FROM LENIENCY TO STRICTER ENFORCEMENT AND DIRECT TAXATION WAS PERCEIVED BY COLONISTS AS AN
INFRINGEMENT ON THEIR ESTABLISHED AUTONOMY AND RIGHTS.

Q: WHAT WERE THE “INTOLERABLE ACTS” AND WHY WERE THEY SO SIGNIFICANT?

A: THE INToLERABLE ACTS (0rR COERCIVE ACTS) WERE A SERIES OF PUNITIVE LAWS PASSED BY THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT IN
1774 N RESPONSE TO THE BOSTON TEA PARTY. THEY INCLUDED CLOSING BOSTON HARBOR, RESTRICTING TOWN MEETINGS IN
MASSACHUSETTS, AND ALLOWING BRITISH OFFICIALS TO BE TRIED OUTSIDE THE COLONY. THESE ACTS WERE SEEN AS A DIRECT
ASSAULT ON COLONIAL LIBERTIES AND SIGNIFICANTLY UNIFIED THE COLONIES IN OPPOSITION TO BRITISH RULE.



Q: BESIDES TAXATION, WHAT OTHER SPECIFIC BRITISH POLICIES ANGERED THE
COLONISTS?

A: OTHER POLICIES THAT ANGERED COLONISTS INCLUDED THE QUARTERING ACT, WHICH REQUIRED THEM TO HOUSE AND SUPPLY
BrITISH SOLDIERS; THE PROCLAMATION OF 1 763, WHICH RESTRICTED WESTWARD EXPANSION;, AND VARIOUS TRADE
REGULATIONS THAT LIMITED COLONIAL ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES. THE USE OF W/RITS OF ASSISTANCE, GENERAL SEARCH
WARRANTS, ALSO INFRINGED ON PERCEIVED PRIVACY RIGHTS.
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