CAMPBELL BIOLOGY BIODIVERSITY OVERVIEW US

CAMPBELL BIOLOGY BIODIVERSITY OVERVIEW US EXPLORES THE MULTIFACETED CONCEPT OF BIODIVERSITY AS PRESENTED IN THE
RENOWNED CAMPBELL BloLogy TEXTBOOK, WITH A SPECIFIC FOCUS ON ITS RELEVANCE AND EXAMINATION WITHIN THE UNITED
STATES CONTEXT. THIS COMPREHENSIVE ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF BIODIVERSITY, ITS LEVELS OF
ORGANIZATION, THE CRITICAL IMPORTANCE OF PRESERVING IT, AND THE MYRIAD THREATS IT FACES TODAY. WE WILL EXAMINE
THE ECOLOGICAL AND EVOLUTIONARY UNDERPINNINGS OF SPECIES RICHNESS, EXPLORE THE METHODS USED TO ASSESS AND
MONITOR BIODIVERSITY, AND DISCUSS THE UNITED STATES' ROLE IN GLOBAL CONSERVATION EFFORTS. UNDERSTANDING
BIODIVERSITY IS PARAMOUNT FOR INFORMED ECOLOGICAL STEWARDSHIP, AND THIS OVERVIEW AIMS TO PROVIDE A THOROUGH
AND ACCESSIBLE FOUNDATION FOR STUDENTS AND ENTHUSIASTS ALIKE.
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UNDERSTANDING BIODIVERSITY: THE FOUNDATION

CAMPBELL BIOLOGY BIODIVERSITY OVERVIEW US BEGINS WITH A FOUNDATIONAL UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT BIODIVERSITY TRULY
ENTAILS. |T IS NOT MERELY A COUNT OF SPECIES BUT A COMPLEX TAPESTRY OF LIFE AT ALL ITS LEVELS, FROM GENES TO
ECOSYSTEMS. THIS INTRICATE WEB OF LIFE HAS BEEN SHAPED BY BILLIONS OF YEARS OF EVOLUTION, RESULTING IN THE
ASTONISHING ARRAY OF ORGANISMS WE SEE TODAY. THE STUDY OF BIODIVERSITY, AS PRESENTED IN CAMPBELL BIOLOGY,
EMPHASIZES THE INTERCONNECTEDNESS OF ALL LIVING THINGS AND THEIR ENVIRONMENTS, HIGHLIGHTING HOW THE LOSS OF EVEN A
SINGLE SPECIES CAN HAVE CASCADING EFFECTS THROUGHOUT AN ECOSYSTEM. THIS BIOLOGICAL RICHNESS IS THE ENGINE THAT
DRIVES COUNTLESS ECOLOGICAL PROCESSES, PROVIDING ESSENTIAL SERVICES THAT SUSTAIN HUMAN LIFE.

THE CONCEPT OF BIODIVERSITY IS CENTRAL TO COMPREHENDING ECOLOGICAL STABILITY AND RESILIENCE. ECOSYSTEMS WITH
HIGHER BIODIVERSITY TEND TO BE MORE PRODUCTIVE, BETTER ABLE TO WITHSTAND ENVIRONMENTAL DISTURBANCES, AND MORE
EFFICIENT AT NUTRIENT CYCLING. THEREFOREI APPRECIATING BIODIVERSITY IS NOT JUST AN ACADEMIC PURSUIT BUT A
PRACTICAL NECESSITY FOR MAINTAINING A HEALTHY PLANET. THE LESSONS LEARNED FROM CAMPBELL BIOLOGY PROVIDE A
CRITICAL FRAMEWORK FOR UNDERSTANDING THESE VITAL CONNECTIONS AND THE URGENT NEED FOR THEIR PRESERVATION.

LEVELS OF BIODIVERSITY

BIODIVERSITY IS TYPICALLY DISCUSSED AT THREE DISTINCT, YET INTERCONNECTED, LEVELS: GENETIC DIVERSITY, SPECIES
DIVERSITY, AND ECOSYSTEM DIVERSITY. EACH LEVEL CONTRIBUTES TO THE OVERALL HEALTH AND FUNCTIONING OF THE
BIOSPHERE, AND UNDERSTANDING THESE DISTINCTIONS IS CRUCIAL FOR EFFECTIVE CONSERVATION. CAMPBELL BioLoGyY
DEDICATES SIGNIFICANT ATTENTION TO EXPLAINING THESE HIERARCHICAL COMPONENTS, UNDERSCORING THEIR INDIVIDUAL
SIGNIFICANCE AND THEIR COLLECTIVE IMPACT.

GeNETIC DIVERSITY

GENETIC DIVERSITY REFERS TO THE VARIATION IN GENES WITHIN A SINGLE SPECIES. THIS VARIATION IS THE RAW MATERIAL FOR



EVOLUTION, ALLOWING POPULATIONS TO ADAPT TO CHANGING ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS. A SPECIES WITH HIGH GENETIC
DIVERSITY IS MORE LIKELY TO POSSESS INDIVIDUALS WITH TRAITS THAT ENABLE SURVIVAL AND REPRODUCTION IN THE FACE OF
NEW CHALLENGES, SUCH AS DISEASE OR CLIMATE SHIFTS. Low GENETIC DIVERSITY, CONVERSELY, CAN MAKE A SPECIES
VULNERABLE TO EXTINCTION. IN THE UNITED STATES, EXAMPLES OF GENETIC DIVERSITY CAN BE OBSERVED IN THE VARIED
ADAPTATIONS OF NATIVE PLANTS ACROSS DIFFERENT CLIMATES OR THE DISTINCT LINEAGES WITHIN COMMON ANIMAL SPECIES.

SPECIES DIVERSITY

SPECIES DIVERSITY IS PERHAPS THE MOST COMMONLY UNDERSTOOD LEVEL, REFERRING TO THE VARIETY OF DIFFERENT SPECIES
WITHIN A PARTICULAR HABITAT OR REGION. |T IS OFTEN MEASURED BY SPECIES RICHNESS (THE NUMBER OF DIFFERENT SPECIES)
AND SPECIES EVENNESS (THE RELATIVE ABUNDANCE OF EACH SPECIES). HIGH SPECIES DIVERSITY GENERALLY INDICATES A HEALTHY
AND STABLE ECOSYSTEM. THE UNITED STATES, WITH ITS VAST GEOGRAPHICAL RANGE AND DIVERSE HABITATS — FROM THE
CORAL REEFS OF FLORIDA TO THE REDWOOD FORESTS OF CALIFORNIA AND THE DESERTS OF THE SOUTHWEST — IS HOME TO AN
EXTRAORDINARY AMOUNT OF SPECIES DIVERSITY.

EcosysTeM DIVERSITY

ECOSYSTEM DIVERSITY ENCOMPASSES THE VARIETY OF DIFFERENT ECOSYSTEMS WITHIN A GIVEN GEOGRAPHICAL AREA. THIS
INCLUDES THE DIVERSITY OF HABITATS, BIOLOGICAL COMMUNITIES, AND ECOLOGICAL PROCESSES. For INSTANCE, THE UNITED
STATES BOASTS A REMARKABLE ARRAY OF ECOSYSTEMS, INCLUDING TEMPERATE FORESTS, GRASSLANDS, DESERTS, WETLANDS,
ALPINE TUNDRAS, AND MARINE ENVIRONMENTS. EACH ECOSYSTEM SUPPORTS A UNIQUE ASSEMBLAGE OF SPECIES AND PERFORMS
DISTINCT ECOLOGICAL FUNCTIONS, CONTRIBUTING TO THE OVERALL BIODIVERSITY OF THE NATION AND THE PLANET.
PROTECTING ECOSYSTEM DIVERSITY ENSURES THE SURVIVAL OF THE NUMEROUS SPECIES THAT RELY ON THESE SPECIFIC
ENVIRONMENTS.

THE IMPORTANCE OF BIODIVERSITY

THE IMPORTANCE OF BIODIVERSITY CANNOT BE OVERSTATED, IT IS THE BEDROCK UPON WHICH HEALTHY ECOSYSTEMS AND
HUMAN SOCIETIES ARE BUILT. CAMPBELL BIOLOGY EMPHASIZES THAT BIODIVERSITY PROVIDES A WIDE ARRAY OF ECOSYSTEM
SERVICES THAT ARE ESSENTIAL FOR OUR WELL-BEING AND SURVIVAL. THESE SERVICES RANGE FROM THE PROVISION OF FOOD AND
CLEAN WATER TO THE REGULATION OF CLIMATE AND THE PREVENTION OF SOIL EROSION.

BIODIVERSITY ALSO PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERY AND HOLDS IMMENSE POTENTIAL FOR FUTURE
INNOVATIONS. MANY OF OUR MOST IMPORTANT MEDICINES, FOR EXAMPLE, ARE DERIVED FROM PLANTS, FUNGI, AND
MICROORGANISMS. FURTHERMORE, STUDYING THE INTRICATE RELATIONSHIPS WITHIN DIVERSE ECOSYSTEMS OFFERS INVALUABLE
INSIGHTS INTO EVOLUTIONARY PROCESSES AND ECOLOGICAL PRINCIPLES THAT CAN HELP US ADDRESS ENVIRONMENTAL
CHALLENGES. THE AESTHETIC AND RECREATIONAL VALUE OF DIVERSE NATURAL LANDSCAPES ALSO CONTRIBUTES SIGNIFICANTLY
TO HUMAN QUALITY OF LIFE.

THREATS TO BIODIVERSITY IN THE US

DESPITE ITS IMMENSE VALUE, BIODIVERSITY IN THE UNITED STATES, AS IN MUCH OF THE WORLD, FACES NUMEROUS AND
SIGNIFICANT THREATS. THESE PRESSURES, OFTEN EXACERBATED BY HUMAN ACTIVITIES, ARE LEADING TO ALARMING RATES OF
SPECIES DECLINE AND ECOSYSTEM DEGRADATION. UNDERSTANDING THESE THREATS IS THE FIRST STEP TOWARD DEVELOPING



EFFECTIVE CONSERVATION STRATEGIES.

HABITAT DESTRUCTION AND FRAGMENTATION

ONE OF THE MOST PERVASIVE THREATS TO BIODIVERSITY IS THE DESTRUCTION AND FRAGMENTATION OF NATURAL HABITATS.
URBANIZATION, AGRICULTURE, LOGGING, AND INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT ALL CONTRIBUTE TO THE LOSS OF AREAS THAT
SPECIES RELY ON FOR FOOD, SHELTER, AND REPRODUCTION. FRAGMENTATION, THE BREAKING UP OF LARGE, CONTINUOUS
HABITATS INTO SMALLER, ISOLATED PATCHES, FURTHER ISOLATES POPULATIONS, REDUCING GENETIC FLOW AND INCREASING
THEIR VULNERABILITY. THE EXPANSION OF HUMAN SETTLEMENTS AND INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITIES ACROSS THE US HAS
SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACTED NATIVE ECOSYSTEMS.

INVASIVE SPECIES

THE INTRODUCTION OF NON-NATIVE OR INVASIVE SPECIES POSES A SERIOUS THREAT TO NATIVE BIODIVERSITY. THESE SPECIES
CAN OUTCOMPETE NATIVE ORGANISMS FOR RESOURCES, PREY UPON THEM, OR INTRODUCE DISEASES TO WHICH NATIVE SPECIES
HAVE NO IMMUNITY. INVASIVE SPECIES CAN DRAMATICALLY ALTER THE STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION OF ECOSYSTEMS, LEADING TO
SIGNIFICANT DECLINES IN NATIVE POPULATIONS. EXAMPLES IN THE US INCLUDE THE ZEBRA MUSSEL IN FRESHWATER SYSTEMS AND
THE EMERALD ASH BORER AFFECTING FORESTS.

PoLLuTION

V ARIOUS FORMS OF POLLUTION, INCLUDING CHEMICAL, PLASTIC, AND NOISE POLLUTION, HAVE DETRIMENTAL EFFECTS ON
BIODIVERSITY. CHEMICAL POLLUTANTS, SUCH AS PESTICIDES AND INDUSTRIAL WASTE, CAN POISON WILDLIFE, DISRUPT
REPRODUCTIVE CYCLES, AND ACCUMULATE IN FOOD WEBS. PLASTIC POLLUTION POSES A SIGNIFICANT THREAT TO MARINE LIFE,
CAUSING ENTANGLEMENT AND INGESTION. NOISE POLLUTION CAN INTERFERE WITH ANIMAL COMMUNICATION AND BEHAVIOR,
PARTICULARLY FOR SPECIES THAT RELY ON SOUND FOR NAVIGATION AND FORAGING.

OVEREXPLOITATION

THE UNSUSTAINABLE HARVESTING OF NATURAL RESOURCES, KNOWN AS OVEREXPLOITATION, IS ANOTHER MAJOR DRIVER OF
BIODIVERSITY LOSS. THIS INCLUDES OVERFISHING, OVERHUNTING, AND THE EXCESSIVE COLLECTION OF PLANTS FOR COMMERCIAL
PURPOSES. \WHEN POPULATIONS ARE HARVESTED FASTER THAN THEY CAN REPRODUCE, THEY CAN PLUMMET TO DANGEROUSLY
LOW LEVELS, INCREASING THEIR RISK OF EXTINCTION. HISTORICAL OVERHUNTING OF BISON AND CURRENT CONCERNS ABOUT THE
DEPLETION OF CERTAIN FISH STOCKS IN US WATERS EXEMPLIFY THIS THREAT.

CuiMATE CHANGE

CLIMATE CHANGE IS AN INCREASINGLY SIGNIFICANT THREAT TO BIODIVERSITY WORLDWIDE, AND THE US IS NOT IMMUNE. RISING
GLOBAL TEMPERATURES, ALTERED PRECIPITATION PATTERNS, AND MORE FREQUENT EXTREME WEATHER EVENTS ARE FORCING
SPECIES TO ADAPT, MIGRATE, OR PERISH. MANY SPECIES ARE UNABLE TO ADJUST THEIR LIFE CYCLES OR GEOGRAPHIC RANGES
QUICKLY ENOUGH TO KEEP PACE WITH THESE RAPID CHANGES, LEADING TO POPULATION DECLINES. For INSTANCE, W ARMING
OCEANS THREATEN CORAL REEFS, AND SHIFTING PLANT GROWING SEASONS IMPACT SPECIES DEPENDENT ON SPECIFIC FLORAL
RESOURCES.



CONSERVATION STRATEGIES IN THE UNITED STATES

RECOGNIZING THE CRITICAL NEED TO PROTECT ITS RICH BIODIVERSITY, THE UNITED STATES HAS IMPLEMENTED A RANGE OF
CONSERVATION STRATEGIES AND POLICIES. THESE EFFORTS, OFTEN INFORMED BY THE PRINCIPLES OUTLINED IN CAMPBELL
BIOLOGY/ AIM TO MITIGATE THREATS AND RESTORE DEGRADED ECOSYSTEMS. CONSERVATION IS A MULTI-FACETED APPROACH
INVOLVING GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES, NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS, AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.

PROTECTED AREAS

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF PROTECTED AREAS, SUCH AS NATIONAL PARKS, WILDLIFE REFUGES, AND NATIONAL FORESTS, IS A
CORNERSTONE OF BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION IN THE US. THESE AREAS SERVE AS SANCTUARIES FOR ENDANGERED SPECIES AND
CRITICAL HABITATS, ALLOWING NATURAL PROCESSES TO CONTINUE WITH MINIMAL HUMAN INTERFERENCE. THe NATIONAL PARK
SERVICE AND THE U.S. FiSH AND W/ILDLIFE SERVICE PLAY VITAL ROLES IN MANAGING THESE LANDSCAPES.

SPECIES RECOVERY PROGRAMS

FOR SPECIES FACING IMMINENT EXTINCTION, RECOVERY PROGRAMS ARE INITIATED UNDER LEGISLATION LIKE THE ENDANGERED
SPECIES ACT. THESE PROGRAMS INVOLVE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH, HABITAT RESTORATION, CAPTIVE BREEDING, AND
REINTRODUCTION EFFORTS TO HELP POPULATIONS REBOUND. THE SUCCESSFUL RECOVERY OF SPECIES LIKE THE BALD EAGLE
DEMONSTRATES THE EFFICACY OF DEDICATED CONSERVATION INITIATIVES.

HABITAT RESTORATION

BEYOND PROTECTING EXISTING HABITATS, SIGNIFICANT EFFORTS ARE UNDERWAY TO RESTORE DEGRADED ECOSYSTEMS. THIS CAN
INVOLVE REINTRODUCING NATIVE PLANT AND ANIMAL SPECIES, CONTROLLING INVASIVE SPECIES, AND IMPROVING WATER
QUALITY. WETLAND RESTORATION PROJECTS IN THE LOUISIANA COASTAL REGION AND FOREST RESTORATION EFFORTS IN AREAS
IMPACTED BY WILDFIRES ARE EXAMPLES OF THESE CRUCIAL INITIATIVES.

PoLicy AND LEGISLATION

ROBUST ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS AND POLICIES ARE ESSENTIAL FOR EFFECTIVE BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION. THE ENDANGERED
Species AcT, THE CLEAN WATER ACT, AND THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL PoLICY ACT ARE CRITICAL PIECES OF
LEGISLATION THAT PROVIDE THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR PROTECTING SPECIES AND THEIR HABITATS. INTERNATIONAL
AGREEMENTS AND COLLABORATIONS ALSO PLAY A ROLE IN ADDRESSING TRANSBOUNDARY CONSERVATION ISSUES.

PusLIC EDUCATION AND ENGAGEMENT

RAISING PUBLIC AWARENESS AND FOSTERING ENGAGEMENT ARE VITAL FOR LONG-TERM CONSERVATION SUCCESS. EDUCATIONAL



PROGRAMS, CITIZEN SCIENCE INITIATIVES, AND OUTREACH EFFORTS HELP THE PUBLIC UNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE OF
BIODIVERSITY AND INSPIRE THEM TO PARTICIPATE IN CONSERVATION ACTIONS. MANY ZOOS, MUSEUMS, AND ENVIRONMENTAL
ORGANIZATIONS IN THE US ARE ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN THESE EDUCATIONAL ENDEAVORS.

BIODIVERSITY RESEARCH AND EDUCATION IN THE US

THE UNITED STATES IS A GLOBAL LEADER IN BIODIVERSITY RESEARCH AND EDUCATION, WITH NUMEROUS INSTITUTIONS
DEDICATED TO ADVANCING OUR UNDERSTANDING OF LIFE'S DIVERSITY AND PROMOTING ITS CONSERVATION. UNIVERSITIES,
RESEARCH INSTITUTES, AND GOVERNMENT AGENCIES CONDUCT CUTTING-EDGE STUDIES THAT INFORM CONSERVATION POLICIES
AND PRACTICES.

CAMPBELL BIOLOGY SERVES AS A FOUNDATIONAL TEXT FOR COUNTLESS STUDENTS ACROSS THE US, INTRODUCING THEM TO
THE PRINCIPLES OF ECOLOGY, EVOLUTION, AND BIODIVERSITY. THIS WIDESPREAD DISSEMINATION OF KNOWLEDGE IS CRUCIAL FOR
CULTIVATING THE NEXT GENERATION OF SCIENTISTS, CONSERVATIONISTS, AND INFORMED CITIZENS WHO WILL BE RESPONSIBLE
FOR SAFEGUARDING OUR PLANET'S BIOLOGICAL HERITAGE. RESEARCH CONDUCTED IN THE US HELPS TO IDENTIFY CRITICAL
HABITATS, UNDERSTAND SPECIES INTERACTIONS, AND MONITOR THE HEALTH OF ECOSYSTEMS, PROVIDING THE SCIENTIFIC BASIS
FOR CONSERVATION ACTIONS.

ONGOING RESEARCH IN FIELDS SUCH AS GENOMICS, MOLECULAR ECOLOGY, AND ECOLOGICAL MODELING CONTINUES TO REFINE OUR
UNDERSTANDING OF BIODIVERSITY. THIS SCIENTIFIC PROGRESS, COUPLED WITH A STRONG COMMITMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL
EDUCATION, ENSURES THAT THE STUDY AND PRESERVATION OF BIODIVERSITY REMAIN AT THE FOREFRONT OF SCIENTIFIC AND
SOCIETAL PRIORITIES WITHIN THE UNITED STATES.

FAQ

Q: WHAT IS THE PRIMARY FOCUS OF A CAMPBELL BIOLOGY BIODIVERSITY OVERVIEW IN
THE US CONTEXT?

A: A CAMPBELL BIOLOGY BIODIVERSITY OVERVIEW IN THE US CONTEXT FOCUSES ON UNDERSTANDING THE PRINCIPLES OF
BIODIVERSITY AS PRESENTED IN THE TEXTBOOK, WITH SPECIFIC ATTENTION PAID TO ITS LEVELS (GENETIC, SPECIES, ECOSYSTEM)I
ITS IMPORTANCE, THE THREATS IT FACES WITHIN THE UNITED S'I'ATESI AND THE CONSERVATION STRATEGIES EMPLOYED IN THE
UsS.

Q: How poes CAMPBELL BIOLOGY DEFINE BIODIVERSITY?

A: CAMPBELL BIOLOGY DEFINES BIODIVERSITY AS THE VARIETY OF LIFE IN ALL ITS FORMS AND INTERACTIONS, ENCOMPASSING
GENETIC DIVERSITY WITHIN SPECIES, SPECIES DIVERSITY WITHIN COMMUNITIES, AND ECOSYSTEM DIVERSITY ACROSS LANDSCAPES.

Q: WHAT ARE THE MAIN LEVELS OF BIODIVERSITY DISCUSSED IN CAMPBELL BloLoGY?

A: THE MAIN LEVELS OF BIODIVERSITY DISCUSSED IN CAMPBELL BIOLOGY ARE GENETIC DIVERSITY, SPECIES DIVERSITY, AND
ECOSYSTEM DIVERSITY.

Q: WHAT ARE SOME MAJOR THREATS TO BIODIVERSITY DISCUSSED IN RELATION TO THE



USr»

A: MAJOR THREATS TO BIODIVERSITY IN THE US DISCUSSED IN RELATION TO CAMPBELL BIOLOGY INCLUDE HABITAT
DESTRUCTION AND FRAGMENTATION, INVASIVE SPECIES, POLLUTION, OVEREXPLOITATION, AND CLIMATE CHANGE.

Q: CAN YOU PROVIDE AN EXAMPLE OF A CONSERVATION STRATEGY IN THE US
MENTIONED IN THE OVERVIEW?

A: AN EXAMPLE OF A CONSERVATION STRATEGY IN THE US MENTIONED IN THE OVERVIEW IS THE ESTABLISHMENT OF PROTECTED
AREAS LIKE NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE REFUGES, ALONG WITH SPECIES RECOVERY PROGRAMS UNDER THE ENDANGERED
SPECIES ACT.

Q: WHAT ROLE DOES EDUCATION PLAY IN US BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION
ACCORDING TO THE OVERVIEW?

A: EDUCATION PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE BY RAISING PUBLIC AW ARENESS, FOSTERING ENGAGEMENT THROUGH CITIZEN SCIENCE, AND
TRAINING FUTURE SCIENTISTS AND CONSERVATIONISTS, WITH CAMPBELL BIOLOGY SERVING AS A KEY EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE.

QI How poes CAMPBELL BIOLOGY CONNECT BIODIVERSITY TO ECOSYSTEM SERVICES?

A: CAMPBELL BIOLOGY CONNECTS BIODIVERSITY TO ECOSYSTEM SERVICES BY EXPLAINING THAT A DIVERSE ARRAY OF SPECIES
AND HEALTHY ECOSYSTEMS PROVIDE ESSENTIAL BENEFITS TO HUMANS, SUCH AS CLEAN AIR AND WATER, FOOD, CLIMATE
REGULATION, AND MEDICINAL RESOURCES.

Q: ARE THERE SPECIFIC EXAMPLES OF US ECOSYSTEMS HIGHLIGHTED IN THE
BIODIVERSITY OVERVIEW?

A: YES/ THE OVERVIEW BRIEFLY MENTIONS DIVERSE US ECOSYSTEMS SUCH AS CORAL REEFS, REDWOOD FORESTS, DESERTS,
WETLANDS, AND TEMPERATE FORESTS AS EXAMPLES CONTRIBUTING TO THE NATION'S BIODIVERSITY.
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